
 

AFR/RC23/R8: 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having studied the Regional Director’s report on long-term planning for epidemiological 

surveillance and control of communicable diseases;1  

 

Appreciating the technical quality and value of the document; 

 

Recalling resolutions WHA21.49 and WHA22.53 of the World Health Assembly which 

stress the importance of long-term planning in the field of health and the interdependence of 

national health plans and the WHO programme at regional and global levels;2  

 

Bearing in mind that communicable disease control in the countries of the Region 

constitutes a priority programme, in accordance with resolution AFR/RC20/R11; 

 

Recognizing that communicable diseases constitute an obstacle to the improvement of 

health and, at a more general level to the socio-economic development of the Region; 

 

Noting the encouraging progress made in the control of a number of major communicable 

diseases, particularly in smallpox eradication; 

 

Realizing that increased efforts and resources must nevertheless be devoted to 

epidemiological surveillance and control of communicable diseases and to the training of 

personnel for the purpose, 

 

1. CONGRATULATES the Regional Director for the guidance given in long-term 

planning for epidemiological surveillance and control of communicable diseases; 

 

2. APPROVES the general and specific objectives as defined in the report; 

 

3. RECOMMENDS that Member States: 

 

(i) formulate and implement medium – and long-term plans to improve the 

national structures necessary for carrying out essential operations in the 

epidemiological surveillance of communicable diseases; 

 

(ii) determine the order of priority  to be assigned to the assigned to the major 

communicable diseases in their territories; 

 

(iii) agree, as an absolute necessity, to provide the funds and operational and 

logistic support required to embark on the surveillance and control of 

communicable diseases; 

 

(iv) formulate and carry out, in accordance with the priorities established, short - 

and medium-term programmes for the control of specific communicable 

diseases, on a territorially phased basis, with the active participation of the 

basic health services; 
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(v) synchronize, as far as possible, national plans for surveillance and control of 

communicable diseases with those of neighbouring countries, in order to derive 

maximum benefit from the implementation of co-ordinated sub-regional 

programmes; 

 

(vi) evaluate continuously long-term plans for further improvement of 

epidemiological surveillance and, on the basis of the results obtained, extend 

the communicable disease control programmes; 

 

4. INVITES the Regional Director to use every available means to: 

 

(i)  make the document available for wide distribution in the Region, in particular 

in medical schools and institutes of public health; 

 

(ii) collaborate with all parties concerned in continuing research aimed at 

supplementing present knowledge on the dynamics and specific methods of 

controlling the most important communicable diseases in the Region; 

 

(iii) continue and, where possible, increase the material assistance of WHO to 

national programmes for epidemiological surveillance and control of 

communicable diseases; 

 

(iv) provide assistance for development of laboratory services in various countries 

of the Region; 

 

(v) strengthen the education and training programme in relation to communicable 

diseases; 

 

(vi) stimulate and assist appropriate institutions of the Region in the early 

development of postgraduate courses in epidemiology; 

 

(vii) encourage and solicit the provision of aid from other external assistance 

sources for implementation of the programmes; 

 

(viii) assist and give guidance to Member States seeking to collaborate in carrying 

out sub-regional plans for epidemiological surveillance and control of 

communicable diseases; 

 

(ix) evaluate every five years at the Regional level the activities and progress made 

in the fields of epidemiological surveillance and control of communicable 

diseases; 

 

5. RECOMMENDS that the Regional Director transmit to the Director-General the 

medium – and long-term plans relating to epidemiological surveillance and control of 

communicable diseases; 

 

6. REQUESTS the Director-General to place at the disposal of the Regional Director all 

the means and resources needed to implement a programme of such importance for 

public health in the Region. 

 

September 1973, 23, 12  


