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1, ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEURî Item 8.1 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN drew the Committee
1

s attention to the report of the Committee 

on Nominations (document A8/7) where the nominations of Dr A. Zahir, Afghanistan 

and Dr Dia E, El-Chatti, Syria, for the offices of vice-chairman and rapporteur, 

respectively, were made for the Committee's consideration. He proposed that, if 

there were no others, the nominations of the Committee on Nominations be accepted. 

fiecipiont Dr A. Zahir was elected Vice-Chairman and Dr Dia El-Chatti 
Rapporteur. 

2. ESTABLISHMENT OF LEGAL SUB-COMMITTEE: Item 8.2 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN proposed that in accordance with the usual practice the 

Committee establish a Legal Sub-Committee to consider certain items on the main 

Committee's agenda. The terms of reference of the Legal Sub-Committee were 

restricted to the study of the legal and constitutional aspects of questions 

referred to it by the Committee. 

Any delegation wishing to participate in the work of the Sub-Committee ahould 

inform tiie secretariat of the Committee to that effect* the membership of the 

Legal Sub-Committee would then be announced at the following meeting of the full 

Committee. 

It was proposed to refer to the Legal Sub-Committee the following items of 

the agenda for study of their legal and constitutional aspects» 
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8*5 Consideration of amendments to the Rules of Procedure of the Health 

..• , -Assembly. • 

8.9 Admission of new Members and Associate Members, including item 8,9.1» » • 

8.10 Accession to the Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the 

Specialized Agencies, 

. Moreover, those delegations interested in or having suggestions for the 

Rules of Procedure might also wish to attend the Legal Sub-Ccoanittee* 

In the course of its deliberations the Committee might in addition decide 

that it required the advice of the Legal Sub-Committee on the legal and 

constitutional aspects of certain questions, which could be referred to the 

Legal Sub-Ccmmittee as the need arose. 

Decision i The Chairman's proposals for the establishment of a Legal 
Sub-Committee were adopted, 

3. REVIEW OF WORK DURING 1954 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL t Item 8,3 
of the Agenda (Official Records No. 59, Chapter 10; Document A8/AFL/9) 

Mr SIEGEL (Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance) Secretary, in response to the Chairman's invitation to introduce the 

subject before the-Committee, read the statement contained in dociment A8/AFL/9, 

and added that since the beginning of the Eighth World Health Assembly a certain 

number of Member States had paid arrears, A full report on those payments would 

be made to the Committee at a subsequent meeting. 
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Dr van den BERG (Netherlands) conveyed his delegations's с ongratulati ons 

to the Assistant Director-General not only on the excellent report he had just 

presented but also on the very sound financial position of the Organization, 

He noted with pleasure that it was now possible to distinguish between the 

Regular budget and Technical Assistance funds as had been requested by the 

Seventh World Health Assembly. It was also gratifying to note the extent to which 

the financial problems raised in connexion with Technical Assistance projects had 

been solved. 

He would raise only one point, which concerned partly the Committee on 

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters and partly the Committee on Programme 

and Budget, That was towards the end of the year there were sometimes certain 

funds left over which could not be carried over on to the following year's 

budget and which were therefore used on activities which had to be hurriedly 

prepared. He had the impression that sometimes surplus money available at the 

end of the year was wasted, although a number of good solutions for its use had 

been found, such as the award of additional fellowships in the European Region, 

The difficulty originated in the present Financial Regulations, which made it 

impossible for funds to bè carried over to the following year. While making no 

specific proposal, he would draw the Director-General
r

s attention to the 

situation and ask if he would consider changing the Regulations in such a way as 

to prevent money being spent in any but the best manner. 
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Sir Arcot MUDALIAR (India) joined the Netherlands delegate in congratu-

lating the Assistant Director-General on his report, which gave a clear and 

precise picture of WHO's financial position. The document read- by the 

Assistant Director-General would be a notable example for future Health Assemblies. 

Hq was glad to note an increasing tendency on the part of Member States to pay up 

their arrears as soon as possible » It was also gratifying that the Working 

Capital land had beon fully subscribed for the first time. 

It was also the first time that a clear demarcation had been made betweел 

Technical Assistance funds and funds on the Regular budget» 

He had been glad to note the excellent relationship between UNICEF and WHO, 

and he hoped that the harmony would continue. 

The information on casual inccme would greatly help delegates to decide on 

the level of the budget ceiling, and, in this connexion, it was to be hoped that 

the Director-General's two valuable new proposals would not be overlooked.» 

The reference to the intangible assets of the Organization had been very 

welcome. Only those with special knowledge of the facts realized how much 

goodwill was generated as a result of the Organization's efforts, and particularly 

those of the regional offices, and how that goodwill led in turn to greater 

efforts being made by individual countries. It would be useful if in futur© years 

figures could be made available showing what amounts Member States spent on their 

own health programmes from year to year in order to make apparent the catalytic 

effect of WHO in developing the interest in health work of individual countries. 
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„•, Dr GUNEWARDENE (Ceylon) also praised the report and noted the satisfactory 

financial position of WHO, .He supported the Indian delegation's suggestion 

that the Organization should find out how much money individual countries were 

spending on health programmes. Certain countries, stimulated by the Organization's ' 

-activities, were undoubtedly spending more money than they could really afford. 

He hoped that future reports would contain:information on this subject as it 

would act as an incentive to Member States to increase their contributions»' 

The SECRETARY, in reply to the delegate of the Netherlands, explained that 
f • • 

the programme aspect of his proposal would be dealt with by the Committee on 

Programme and Budget when they considered both the Regular and Technical 

Assistance programmes. On the suggestion to amend the Financial Regulations of 

the Organization, he thought that the separation of the Regular and Technical 

Assistance programmes would overcome some of the difficulties mentioned by 

Dr van den Berg, In his view it would be preferable to have the experience of 

at least another year before any changes in the Regulations were considered. 

With regard to the request from the delegates of India and Ceylon for 

' information on the national expenditure of Member States on health, he said that 

the question of obtaining regular reports from Member States had been considered 

from time to time. It was, however, very difficult to obtain regularly 

comprehensive figures for all countries. There was the question of whether such 

figures should include funds spent on health by national and provincial 

governments. Some countries had this information available. There was an item 
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dealing with reports from Member States on the agenda of the Committee on 

Programme and Budget (7.10 - Assessment of the world health situation) under 

which the subject could be raised again. 

The meeting rose at 1 0 a » m . 
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