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POLIOMYELITIS 

Proposal made by the Delegations of Luxembourg and the Netherlands 

During an epidemic of poliomyelitis in 1952 in Denmark, Professor Larsen 
of Copenhagen and his staff obtained remarkable results with regard to the 
treatment of patients with disturbances of the swallow and respiratory system. 
The death rate among this category of patients even f e l l from + 80$ to 26$. 

The methods of treatment introduced by Professor Larsen were discussed by 
the European Association against Poliomyelitis at i t s conference, held in Paris 
in April 1954, which had as i t s subject "Treatment of Poliomyelitis in the acute 
stage". The members present were of opinion that these methods should be 
brought to the knowledge of those specialists and nurses at treatment centres 
who wi l l be in charge of the care of poliomyelitis patients with disturbances 
of the swallow and respiratory system. To this end special training courses 
both for the medical specialists and t&e nurses in question are deemed to be 
necessary. It was suggested that theoretical courses on the treatment of 
poliomyelitis patients with disturbances of the swallow and respiratory system 
be organized as soon as possible at Copenhagen, Professor Larsen having 
declared himself willing to co-operate in this respect. In addition that a 
practical training course be held at the centre of a new epidemic, where 
patients of the above-mentioned category are treated. 

At the request of the participants of the conference held in Paris in 
April 1954, the Luxembourg and Netherlands delegations at the Seventh World 
Health Assembly urge that the World Health Organization through i t s Regional 
Office f o r Europe promote the setting up of these courses by providing for 
lecturers and for a number of fellowships f or participation in these courses. 


