
 

AFR/RC27/R14: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Having studied the background document for the Technical Discussions - “the importance 

of nutrition in socioeconomic development”1  and the report of the Technical Discussions2 held at 

the current session; 

 

Noting resolution WHA30.51, “The role of the health sector in the development of national 

and international food and nutrition policies and plans; ” 

 

Recognizing the role of nutrition in socioeconomic development and the adverse effects of 

malnutrition on production and technological advance; 

 

Recognizing the need for better awareness, greater cooperation and increasing coordination 

at national and international levels for the improvement of the nutritional status of our peoples, 

 

1. EXPRESSES its general agreement with the conclusions and recommendations of     

the Technical Discussions; 

 

2. URGES governments to: 

 

(i) give higher priority to the problem of food and nutrition as a component of 

their health programme, placing special stress on the utilization of local 

products; 

 

(ii) collect nutritional data through the epidemiological surveillance system which 

already exists in most countries, so as to establish priorities for action 

programmes;  

 

(iii) give due consideration at all times to food and nutritional implications of their 

policies and plans in rural development, health education, commerce and 

industry; 

 

(iv) initiate and develop multisectoral food and nutrition planning and 

implementation at village, divisional, national and regional levels, with a view 

to better food production storage and marketing; 

 

(v) intensify and diversify food and nutrition education from the highest levels of 

government to the local community so as to cover the whole spectrum of those 

concerned with the planning and implementation of nutrition activities; 

 

3. REQUESTS the Regional Director to take necessary steps to strengthen the WHO 

nutrition programmes in the Region by: 

 

(i) increasing the research capabilities and manpower development of countries so 

as to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of health-related nutrition 

programmes; 

 
                                                           
1 Document AFR/RC27/TD/1. 
2 Document AFR/RC27/TD/2. 



 

(ii) developing systems of nutritional surveillance as a basis for action programmes 

and their evaluation at all levels of the health services; 

 

(iii) taking steps with FAO and OAU in order to reinforce and expand the activities 

of the Joint WHO/FAO/OAU Regional Food and Nutrition Commission for 

Africa to enable it to fulfil its functions; 

 

4. REQUESTS the Regional Director to report on the progress being made on the 

implementation of these programmes to the twenty-eighth session of the Regional 

Committee. 
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