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REPORT OF THE WORKING PARTY ON MEETINGS OF THE 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

The Working Party on Meetings of the Regional Committee for the 

Eastern Mediterranean consisted of delegates from five countries, India, Japan, 

the Netherlands, Spain and the United States of America. Sir Arcot Mudaliar 

(India) was elected Chairman. 

The working party met on six occasions to consider the subject of the 

meetings of the Committee of the Eastern Mediterranean. The terms of 

reference to the working party were: 

"In order to implement resoluti on ТиНАб .47, with respect to the 

functioning, even separately and independently, of the two sub-

committees mentioned therein, a working party is established to 

recommend in as short a time as possible appropriate procedures 

to enable the Director-General to convene each of the sub-

committees separately and to carry out the necessary liaison 

between the two through the Director-General and the Regional 

Director 

The working party is of the opinion that in conformity with the resolution 

of the World Health Assembly at its sixth session, the work of the Organization 

in the Eastern Mediterranean Region may be carried on. 

For the purposes of carrying on such work and as a temporary measure, the 

working party recommends: 

(1) that each of the Member States of the Region, in accordance with its 

declared wishes, be seated in one or other of the two sub-committees; 

(2) that the voting rights of the Member States concerned be exercised 

in only one of the sub-committees, the Member States being permitted to attend 

either of the sub-committees and participate in the deliberations thereof; 
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(3) that each sub-committee draw up its own method of procedure, the 

Regional Director proposing draft rules for consideration at the first meeting 

of the sub-committees ; 

(4) that the procedure adopted be not inconsistent with the general rules of 

procedure followed by the Health Assembly; 

(5) that for elections, whenever required, a secret ballot be taken, by postal 

vote if necessary, the ballot papers from each sub-ccmmittee being sealed in a cover 

and both sealed covers opened at a time and place to be fixed by the Regional Director 

and announced by him to the members of both sub-committees; 

(6) that, while it is recommended that it is desirable that the two sub-

committees meet preferably at the same place and on the same dates but at different 

hours, it should not be made a condition of the holding of the sessions of the sub-

committees 3 

( 7 ) that the conclusions arrived at by either sub-committee be made available 

to the other sub-committee within as short a period as possible. 

(8) that in order to co-ordinate the opinions of the two sub-committees the 

following procedure be adopted: 

that a person designated by each sub-committee, with the authorization of 

the respective sub-committees, meet together with the Regional Director in 

order to harmonize as far as may be necessary the decisions of the ëub-

committees and to present final report, and that the decisions arrived at 

be forwarded to the Executive Board with details of voting, if any. 

(9) that if for any reason one or other of the sub-committees be unable to meet 

on the date and place notified, the other sub-ccmmittee's opinions be forwarded to 

the Director-General. 

(10) that both sub-ccmmittees consider the same agenda, prepared by the 

Regional Director, and covering the whole region. 
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(11) that if at any timé all States Members in the Region agree to suspend 

the provisional arrangements suggested and to work on the usual basis of a 

regional committee, the session of the regional committee be convened according 

to the usual provisions. 

The working party is not without hope that Member States will respond 

favourably and that s erne of the Member States in the Region will join both sub-

committees in order to strengthen the work of the World Health Organization in 

the Eastern Mediterranean Region 


