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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ON MEMBERSHIP OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Proposal by the Government of the Dominican Republic 

The Director-General has the honour to draw the attention of the Seventh 

World Health Assembly to a letter, received from the Government of the Dominican 

Republic on 30 December 1953, proposing amendment of the Constitution of the 

World Health Organization so as to increase the number of persons designated to 

serve on the Executive Board (see Annex I ) . 

This proposal was not received in time to permit its communication to 

Members of the Organization in accordance with the terms of Article 73 of the 
t 

Constitution, i . e . six months in advance of consideration by the World Health 

Assembly. The Director-General informed the Government of the Dominican Republic 

to this effect on 22 February 1954 (see Annex I I ) . 

Nevertheless, in order to cmply with the wish expressed by the Government 

of the Dominican Republic, the Director-General transmitted, on 26 February 1954, 

the full text of the proposal to the Members and Associate Members of the 

Organization for information."1" 

^By Circular Letter CL.1.1954 L.2-6 Constitution 



ANNEX I 

LETTER FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, DATED 

22 DECMBER 1953, RECEIVED ON 30 DECEMBER 1953 . 

(Translation from Spanish by the Secretariat) 

"On the instructions of my Government, I have the honour to request you, 

in accordance with Article 73 of the WHO Constitution, to bring to the notice 

of all Members and Associate Members of the Organization the request by the 

Dominican Republic that its proposal for the amendment of Articles 24 and 25 

of the Constitution be included on the agenda of the Seventh World Health 

Assembly to be held on 4 May 1954» 

The proposed amendment would raise the number of Member States on the 

Executive Board from 18 to 24 which would permit a wider participation by an 

increased number of Member States in the work of the Organization's Executive 

Board. 

Furthermore, in the interests of justice and equity, it is peremptory, 

necessary and urgent that Article 25 be amended, and that a system be adopted 

similar to that existing in the Constitution of the Panamerican Sanitary 

Organization, which provides that members of the Executive Board may not be 

re-elected until one year has elapsed. 

There is obviously no need to emphasize the advantages which smaller 

countries forming part of the World Health Organization would derive from such 

a system, or the benefits which the Organization itself would obtain by facili-

tating their membership of its Executive Board, or the well-balanced character 

which would be provided by an Executive Board consisting of Members from all 

regions of the world, since by this method the countries representing the various 

Regional Committees of the Organization would be constantly represented on the 

Executive Board in periodical rotation. This latter is a very important factor 

and one which has greatly contributed to the success of the Panamerican Sanitary 

Organization on account of the ever-increasing enthusiasm of the Member States 

and of the fruitful and frequent contact maintained between men who are res-

ponsible for public health throughout the world. 



Annex I 

At the Seventh World Health Assembly, therefore, our delegation will 

submit for the approval of Member States a proposal that Articles 24 and 

25 be redrafted as follows: 

"ARTICLE 24. The Board shall consist of 24 persons designated by as тагу 

Members. The Health Assembly, taking into account an equitable geographical 

distribution, shall elect the Members entitled to designate a person to serve 

on the Board. Each Member so elected shall appoint as its representative on 

the Board (para representarlo en el Consejo) a person technically qualified 

in the field of health, who may be accompanied by alternates and advisers," 

"ARTICLE 25. Members shall be elected for overlapping periods of three 

years and may not be re-elected until a period of one year thereafter has 

elapsed."» 



ANNEX I I 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL.TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

DATED 22 FEBRUARY 1954* 

" I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 22 December 

1953 (rèf, 32988) in which you request me, in conformity with the provisions 

of Article 73 of the WHO Constitution, to bring to the notice of Members and 

Associate Members of our Organization a proposal by the Dominican Republic 

for the amendment of Articles 24 and 25 of the Constitution of the World 

Health Organization, and to include the said proposal in the agenda of the 

Seventh World Health Assembly. 

I have duly notified Member States and Associate Members concerning the 

amendments to Articles 24 and 25 as proposed by your Government. I would, 

however, call your attention to the fact that your letter did not reach me 

until 30 December 1953 and that therefore the period of six months provided 

in Article 73 of the Constitution could not be observed as it expired on 

4 November 1953, the next session of the World Health Assembly opening on 

4 May next. The notification I have sent out remains for the present, there-

fore, for the information only 'of Member States and Associate Members. 

Should the Seventh World Health Assembly consider your proposal as precluded 

for the reason that it reached me too late, it will be possible - unless you 

express a wish to the contrary - to include the said proposal in the agenda 

of the Eighth World Health Assembly to be held in 1955." 

Translation from French 


