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Reference the topics that vill be discussed during the Sixth World Health 
Assembly in May 1953, namely: 

1. The relative place in health programmes of preventive and curative 
work. 

2. A study of methods of applying modem health techniques of a 
preventive and curative nature to give the most effective and economical 
results in relation to (a) tuberculosis; (b) syphilis, and (c) the typhoid 
group of fevers; with reference to the value of voluntary participation 
by the people served. 

I beg to give here below the views of the Chest Diseases Section on the 
control of tuberculosis with reference to the two questions: 

The Section firmly believes that the preventive work is the fundamental basis 
for the curtailment of the spread of the disease. It is obvious that despite 
special modern methods of treatment - by drugs or surgery - only a very small 
proportion of the victims recover. The more so since;cases have not, up to now 
been detected before they reached an advanced stage, and the bedding accommodation 
is relatively too small. (The number of beds available is 4,000 whereas at 
least 20,000 should, be provided). 

Since the provision of beds, construction of buildings, procurement of 
equipment, and administration entail great expenditures which can only be met 
over a number of years', ' it cannot be expected that infection rates will be any 
less widespread for many years to come. 

Hence the Section adopted as from the middle of last year the new policy 
of providing immediate treatment to. patients who cannot be afforded treatment of 
long duration in a sanatorium. This policy is dealt with under the second 
question. 



On the other hand, the Section is undertaking the radiological examination of 
the whole population with a view to detecting infections in the early stages. 
This is an effective measure from the preventive point of view. 

The interest in preventive work is best demonstrated by the BCG mass vaccination 
of the whole population which was launched three years ago. A new legislation will 
make BCG vaccination compulsory. 

Arrangements have been made in Chest Diseases Dispensaries throughout the 
country to assign a few beds in each for suitable pneumothorax cases for short 
treatment of about three weeks, during which time pneumothorax will be performed 
coupled with a short course of streptomycin treatment. This is undoubtedly a sound 
and effective arrangement from both the curative and preventive aspects, since a 
large number of cases awaiting their turn for admission to Sanatoria develop the 
disease and develop into advanced cases which are the principal source of the 
spread of the disease, rendering treatment useless. 

Arrangements have also been made for the distribution of specific modern drugs, 
i.e. PAS and Isonicotinic Acid Hydrazide, in adequate doses to all patients attending 
the dispensaries. Besides their direct effects on pulmonary infections and the 
amount of sputum and coughing, these drugs have an active influence against 
concentration of infection. 

As regards voluntary anti-tuberculosis organizations, we have in Egypt a number 
of societies which render invaluable services to tuberculous persons. By the 
material assistance and advice which they extend to patients, these organizations 
contribute to the work from both the preventive and curative points of view. It 
becomes possible for the patient to rest at home during his illnees, thus reducing the 
chances of his spreading the infection and speeding up his recovery. 

The voluntary societies investigate the social conditions of poor tuberculosis 
patients, look after their private affairs and support them and their families during 
illness and after convalescence. They provide them with adequate living 
accommodation and proper food, help their healthy children and relatives to earn a 
living and, after their convalescence, they advise them as to the occupations most 
suitable for their condition. Furthermore, they keep their childrenin special 
institutions where they are educated and trained to profitable professions. 



In appreciation of these valuable services, the Ministry has succeeded in 
issuing a Decree for the institution of an "Anti-tuberculosis Association" for the 
expansion of these services. The main objectives of the Association are:-

(a) Undertaking various studies on tuberculosis, investigating the factors 
facilitating infection, and methods of protection and treatment. 

(b) Providing the necessary means for the protection against tuberculosis 
and treatment thereof. 

(c) Instructing the public in the means of infection and the methods of 
preventing its spread. 

(d) Co-ordinating the activities of the various medical and social societies 
and organizations interested in tuberculosis control, and assisting them in 
their efforts. 

The Association will consist of active members, honorary members and 
affiliated organizations. 

The following are the accepted sources of funds for the Association:-

(a) Addition of 5 millièmes to every 10 piastre cinema ticket or over, 
for one month each year; and appointing special, week for the collection 
of contributions and sale of badges. 

(b) Addition of 5 or 10 millièmes to 1st and 2nd Class Railway tickets 
and one or two millièmes to telegraph, telephone and postal messages, for 
one month each year. 

(c) To impose a 10 millièmes stamp to be attached to every Birth Certificate 
and to be entitled "Health Stamp". 


