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Note submitted by the Government of Lebanon 

PREVENTION • 

Prevention of Syphilis in Lebanon encounters the following difficulties !-

1. Lack of exact morbidity data, due to the fact that reporting of Syphilis 
is not obligatory and an accurate census of the population with age and sex 
breakdown, is not yet available. 

2. Heterogeneity of Health regulations in the country due to the fact that 
the population of 1-1/2 million is made up of various foreign and local 
religious groups and denominations who follow, in different degrees, the dic-
tates of their religions as applied to their social and health conditions. 
Civil law does not supersede religious authority in many wpys as yet. 

3. (a) Existence of legalized prostitution with the subsequent non-
feasibility of administering adequate medical control. 

(b) Failing the abolishment of legalized prostitution, we suggest the use 
of penicillin - diamine (1 injection every 2 - 3 weeks) on registered girls; 
the cost of this preventive treatment shall be much less than the cost of 
medical supervision. 

4« Lack of VD Bureau in the Ministry of Health, to co-ordinate, on a nation 
wide scale, all the indicated modern preventive and curative measures, 

5, Lack of sufficient public health education; neither the voluntary nor the 
official orga.nizations are informing the public sufficiently on VD and sex. 
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6. Absence of public health laboratory, which is indispensable in the diagnosis and 
control of the disease. At present, private laboratories carry most of the load 
without any centralized control. 

TREATMENT 

Various methods have been used in therapy up to the present; bismuth, arsenicals, 
mercury are still in use; there are groups using penicillin alone, others add heavy 
metals, and others use heavy metals alone. One reason why heavy metals are still in 
use is the f?ct that immediately following penicillin therapy, the serological test 
which remains reactive, gives, to both physician and patient, a false idea that 
infection is still present. 


