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1. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The General Committee took the following decisions concerning items of the 

provisional agenda: 

Item 7.6.9 г Assistance in defraying maintenance and travel costs of national 
candidates attending national training courses 

It was agreed to recommend the transfer of this item to the agenda of the 

Committee on Programme and Budget. 

Item 10; Recommendations of the Executive Board on the duration of the Sixth 
and subsequent World Health Assemblies 

Item 12; Adoption of procedure for technical discussions 

The Committee proposed that it should itself consider items 10 and 12 when it 

came to discuss the programme of work of the Health Assembly. In connexion with 

item 12 it would not be necessary for the Health Assembly to pass a formal 

resolution. 

Item 13• Consideration of rejections and reservations submitted by governments 
in respect of their overseas and outlying territories in accordance with 
Article I06 of the International Sanitary Regulations 

It was agreed to recommend to the Health Assembly that item 13 be referred to 

a working party which all delegations would be free to attend and which would 

present its report direct to the Assembly in plenary meeting. The first meeting 

of the working party would be held on Thursday, 7 May, at 2 p.m. Five meetings 

were considered necessary; in consultation with the General Committee, morning 
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meetings would be held from 9 to 10 a.m., afternoon meetings from 2 to 3 p.m. It 

was agreed to recommend that the meetings be attended by legal advisers. 

Item 14; Report of the Executive Board on its reconsideration of relations 
with non-governmental organizations 

It was agreed to recommend that item 14 should be referred to the Committee on 

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters» 

Item 15{ Report of the Executive Board on the organizational study relating 
to regionalization 

It was agreed to recommend that item 15 should be referred to the Committee on 

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, it being understood that that committee 

could refer the relevant parts of the Executive Board's report to the Committee on 

Programme and Budget. 

Item 23î Technical discussions at future Health Assemblies 

Item 23 was to be discussed by the General Committee itself after examination 

of the programme of work of the Health Assembly and in relation with the duration 

of future Health Assemblies. 

2. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The committee were agreed on the necessity for completing the work of the 

Health Assembly in the time scheduled. It was therefore decided, sublet to later 

review, that morning meetings of the Health Assembly or of its main committees should 
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commence at 10 a.m. but should continue until 12.30 p.m., and that the General 

Committee should meet at 12.30 p.m. Afternoon meetings were to start at 3 p.m. but 

to continue until 6 p.m. 

A suggestion by Dr. BUSTAMA.NTE (El Salvador) that the technical discussions 

should take place at the same time as meetings of the main committees was not 

followed, since some delegations would not be at full strength until the second week 

of the Health Assembly. 

3. APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL: ORGANIZATION OF THE PRIVATE MEETING 
OF THE PLENARY SESSION 

The following recommendations were made» 

Date and room. The meeting should be held on Monday, 11 May, at 10 a.m., in the 

Assembly Hall. 

Attendance. The meeting should be open to delegates, alternates and advisers of 

Member States. Delegates of Associate Members should have the right to participate 

without vote, but non-Member States, including those who had applied for membership 

but had not yet become Members, would not attend. Representatives of the Executive 

Board should be invited to attend. 

In connexion with representatives of the United Nations and specialized agencies, 

the DIRECTQR-GENERAL informed the committee that the United Nations representative 

had a right to attend the meeting, but that participation of the specialized agencies 

was limited to discussions concerning matters of interest to them. There appeared, 

however, to be no objection to their attending, if the General Committee wished to 

make such a recommendation. The World Health Organization had been invited to 
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attend private meetings of the executive bodies of other specialized agencies and 

there was reason to suppose that if an Assembly of one of the specialized agencies 

were to hold a private meeting, WHO would likewise be invited. 

After some discussion, during which it was pointed out by the DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

that the meeting, although private, was not secret, it was agreed by a majority of 

the members present to recommend that the representatives of the specialized agencies 

should be invited to attend. 

It was recommended that observers of intergovernmental (other than United 

Nations agencies) and non-governmental organizations should not be invited. 

Secretariat. The committee recommended that the Director-General should be assisted 

by the maximum number of staff dealing with the Assembly. 

Verbatim Records. Verbatim records were to be made of the meeting, in accordance 

with Rule 79 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, but they would be 

available only to delegations. 

Interpretation. In view of the decision that the Director-General should be 

assisted by the maximum number of staff, the question of interpretation was not 

debated. 

Communiqué and announcement of the decision. On the proposal of Professor PARISOT 

(France), seconded by Dr. MACKENZIE (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland) and Dr. STAMPAR (Yugoslavia), it was agreed to recommend that the official 

announcement of the decision should include details of the voting. In this 

connexion Dr. MacKenzie stressed the advisability of following the precedent 

established by the United Nations. 
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4. AGENDA. OF THE THIRD PLENARY MEETING. 

The agenda for the third plenary meeting, to be held on Thursday, 7 May, at 

10 a.m. was fixed as follows: 

(1) Presidential address 

(2) Adoption of the provisional agenda 

(3) Consideration of the General Committee's recommendations on the 
programme of work of the Health Assembly, including the organization of 
technical discussions and the organization of the private meeting on the 
appointment of the Director-General. 

(4) Report of the Director-General 

(5) Report of the Executive Board on its tenth and eleventh sessions. 

(6) General discussion. 

It was agreed that the general discussion should be interrupted at 12 noon to 

allow of arrangements being made for the technical discussions. 

An exchange of views took place on whether the representatives of the Executive 

Board could present the Board's report the following morning. They had not 

prepared a statement as they had been under the impression that the report had to be 

presented by the Chairman of the Board who, since he was serving on his country's 

delegation, was not attending the Health Assembly as a representative of the Board. 

All members of the committee were agreed that it was of the utmost importance not to 

delay further the work of the Assembly. It was therefore decided that the report of 

the Board should be introduced at the next plenary meeting by Professor Canaperia. 

The meeting rose at 6.10 p.m 


