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Nearly seven years have elapsed since the' World Health Organization 
undertook the task of safeguarding the health of the world1s population in 
that spirit of social progress which is the guiding principle of its 
Constitution and with the вате objective of peace that inspires the work 
of the.United Nations, 

The results obtained and the experience of the action undertaken, although 
still very fragmentary, are already sufficient to indicate the paths to be 
pursued and the methods to be employed. At all events, they confirm the great 
civilizing r'ole of the progress made in the field of health which will 
undoubtedly be a decisive factor of primary importance in any future action 
to emancipate human society. 

This idea will give some indication of the importance of the means 
conferred upon medicine by scientific and technical developments and of the 
great power, bénéficient or dangerous, of the doctor and his co-workers in a 
world -which is in a perpetual state of evolution. Whole regions have already 
escaped from the malignant cycle of disease, ignorance, want and death, and_ 
have acquired through health the possibility of work, stability and justice. 

•. The right to live and to enjoy health is surely the first, right which 
individuals as well as nations must achieve completely before, exercising in 
full measure the other rights in a world of social justice and international 
peace., • 

Can there be any effective right, indeed, without its rules and its 
jurisprudence? Are we to let certain forces take their course without 
ao-ordination and without eommon standards or agreed fundamental principles at 
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the mercy of circumstances or historical aberrations when the use of these forces may 
well determine the fate of the people whom we undertook to protect? 

To do this would be to perform imprudently a task we have every inducement to 
carry outj we should run the risk of seriously compromising its success and thus, 
through lack of foresight, failing in the duty,we assumed in an enthusiastic moment 
of clear-sighted and constructive philanthropy,, 

As soon as a scientific discovery leaves the laboratory, it inevitably becomes 
subject to the law which, to ensure its proper use in human society, must here again 
play its part in upholding the social order. 

No doubt, the medical profession must first of all possess a clear notion of 
the principles of professional ethics to which it freely and independently subscribes* 

However, it is not sufficient for a doctor to realise his duties and rights 
in order that he should practise his profession in a fitting manner. 

"The principles of medical ethics which are observed within the profession should 
be protected against any attack from outside* This protection, however, can only 
come into being and develop when the principles imposed by the doctor's conscience 
take the legal form pf a recognized right„ The legislator, encouraged and later 
helped by the legal expert, is responsible for effecting this change by giving 
medical law the permanent and stable character of a gtatute." (Trotabas) 

In an era of world co-operation such as ours, and with our ideals and the 
tasks we have undertaken, a durable and effective statute of this kind can be 
framed only on an international basis, with due respect for differing ethical 
criteria and shades of opinion^, 

The making of the necessary contacts, the comparison of opinions and facts, the 
elaboration of concordant principles, their dissemination and their recommendation to 
the competent executive authorities, represent a task which naturally falls, by virtue 
of its Constitution, to the World Health Organization, whose international character, 
doctrinal objectivity, regard for justice and lofty humanitarian activity offer moral 
and intellectual guarantees not provided by any other association,, 



This work' has already been undertaken to some extent by various private 'or 
semi-official bodies of lawyers and doctors who have tried and are still trying 
to work out such a statute» National societies concerned with international 
medical law have recently been set up, and publications, theses on law and 
forensic medicine, and academic reports have attracted attention and are beginning 
to arouse public interests Progress is being made* It is important to collect 
the material and extract from it that essential part which is likely to be of 
greatest benefit in safeguarding the health of the world,, 

Many very interesting studies have emphasized the rights and duties of the • 
doctor in time of war, or of the role of the doctor in war itself, and certain 
groups have made this the initial object of their activities,, This particular 
aspect of a much wider problem is perhaps not an appropriate and useful starting-
point for further action. 

It is quite natural that the emotion aroused in the world by the pseudo-
scientific atrocities committed in the recent -war should have caused a strong 
demand for measures to prevent their recurrence,, 

In reality, for any doctor worthy of the name, war, which is the very negation 
of his calling, can only be the most inhuman folly and the most stupid of crimes. 
It is not so much the doctor who must therefore be persuaded or educated; he needs 
to be armed and protected against unwarranted interference from outside. This 
applies in all circumstances, for the duties and rights of the medical profession, 
by virtue of the principles which are part of its very essence, are always the same 
and do not permit of any compromise, whether in peace or ware'. 

These observations do not detract in any way -from the documentary value and 
the constructive spirit of the medico-legal studies already undertaken, in particular 
those of the international associations concerned with military medicine. 

Other studies, such'-as "Le droit médical international» of Paul de la Pradelle, 
the "Essai de codification d'un droit médical international" by Dr. J. Voncken, the 
draft International Code of Deontology drawn up by the World Medical Association and 
the report of General Limbor are all documents of considerable interest. 



We feel, however,- that a very appropriate starting-point for a general code of 
medical ethics drawn up on a comparative basis already exists. These are the recent 
humanitarian Conventions drafted in 1948 at the International Red Cross Conference at 
Stockholm, and revised and approved in 1950 by the Diplomatic Conference at Geneva, 

Here we have fundamental material of special value for us since it has been 
accepted in all the participating countries. Would it be too much to hope that on 
this occasion the World Health Organization may once again secure the active partici-
pation of members which at present do not attend its meetings but which could be 
invited, along with others, to join in the preparatory work which, we propose, you 
should order to be undertaken? 

It is as yet too early to anticipate the extent, scope or form of the conclusions 
which might be reached after a preliminary survey of the problem,, But it is perhaps 
not too much to ask that first suggestions should be included in a report submitted 
next year to the Seventh World Health Assembly. 

This work, of investigation would be incomplete if not accompanied by a comparative 
study of existing bodies of health legislation, insofar as these are comparable and deal 
with subjects involving at the same time the rights of the patient, the rights and 
duties of the doctor and the exercise of public authority. 

All this material needs to be compared, condensed and synthesized,, and this is a 
matter in which only the World Health Organization can give a lead and successfully 
accomplish in accordance with the functions explicity assigned to it in Chapter II of 
its Constitution, 

On behalf of the Belgian Government, I therefore have the honour to propose to 
the Assembly the following resolution} 

The Sixth World Health Assembly, 

' Considering the suggestion made by the Belgian Government that a preparatory 
study of the problems relating to international medical lis? and comparative health 
legislation" should be undertaken, 



INVITES the Director-General, under the authority of the Executive Board, to 
undertake, with the assistance of qualified bodies and competent persons, pre-
liminary studies to determine the object, the extent and the form of a code of 
international medical law, and to report on the results obtained to the Seventh 
World Health Assembly. 

In adopting this resolution, you will have once more applied the principles of 
world health in the service of peace. 
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PROPOSA BY THE BELGIAN DELEGATION 

Resolution concerning the preparation of 
a code of international law 

The Sixth World Health Assembly 

CONSIDERING the suggestion made by the Belgian Government that a 
preparatory study be undertaken of the problems relating to international 
medical law and comparative health legislation; 

INVITES the Director-General, under the authority of the Executive 
Board, to undertake, with the assistance of qualified bodies of competent 
persons, preliminary studies for the purpose of determining the object, 
extent, and form of a code of international medical law and to report 
the results obtained to the Seventh World Health Assembly. 


