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1. APPROVAL OF DRAFT SЕСOND REPORT (А5/Р &В/2) 

The СКAIRMAN tolled on Dr. Mohamed Nazif Bey, Rapporteur, to read the draft 

second report: 

Decision: The draft second report was adopted. 

2. CONSIDERATION OF PART II (OPERATING PROGRAMME) OF THE PROGRAMME AND BUDGET 
ESTIMATES FOR 1953 (continuation): Item 6.3 of the Agenda (Official 
Records Nos. 39 and 40) 

Advisory Services (continuatióz�)- 

Dr. BRAVO, representative of the Executive Вoard,:•asked whether delegates 

desired further information from the representative of the Executive Board on the 

programme and budget estimates for Advis.ory..Services. 

The programme and budget estimates for Advisory Services were approved without 

further discussion. 

Regional Offices 

Dr. BRAVO, representative of the Executive Board, drew attention to Section 

6 of Annex 1, "Regional Offices: Summary ", (pp. 168 and 169 of Official Records 

No. 39), and to that port of the appendix to Annex 5 of. Official Records No. 40, 

which dealt with Regional Offices. The total increase for Regional Offices 

amounted to $75,731, or 9.33 per cent of the total increase in the budget. This 

increase had been explained at length before the Executive Board by each of 

the regional directors and the explanations have been accepted as satisfactory, 

because the programmes and budgets presented were technically sound 
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with regard to the general aims and trends of the Organization. The total 

increase was not great, It was regretted that it had not been found possiь1e to 

increase by a larger amount the budget for Africa, but it was hoped that the 

following year provision for that region might be wider in order to meet the 

tremendous helath problems existing there, 

The programme and budget for Regional Offices was approved without discussion. 

Expert Committees and Conferences 

Dr. BRАVO; representative of the Executive Board, referred the Committee to 

Section 7 of Annex 1, "Expert Committees and Conferences: Summary of Estimates" 

(pp. 170 and 171 of Official Records No. 39) and to the item of the Appendix to 

Annex 5 of Official Records No. 40 which related to Expert Committees and Conferences? 

The proposed meetings had been carefully studied by the Board and it was thought 

necessary that they should be held, since most of them represented commitments with 

other international agencies or were absolutely necessary in order to accomplish 

the constitutional duty of WHO of acting as a co- ordinating authority in 

international health. The reports on sessions recently held by those committees 

had also been carefully studieçl, and most of them had been authorized for 

publication, but in certain cases the Executive Board had asked that the committees 

should amend some parts of their reports. 

The report of the Consultant Group on Мedical Aspects of Social Security was 

one which had been made specifically for communication to ILO, and had been 

transmitted with a special comment that the opinions expressed should not be taken 

as an expression of policy by WHO (resоl uti ̂ - 19 ;.R12) 
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There was no great difference between the amounts estimated for expenditure on 

each of the proposed committees and all provided for allowances for experts coming 

to Geneva or to whatever meeting place was decided upon. The total expenditure 

proposed for the expert comзΡ�mittees in Central Technical Services wаs $79,364 and in 

Аdvi5ory Services $65,939. 

Dr. EVANG (Norway) thought it important that an expert committee on health 

aspects of the population problem should be included in the 1953 programme. He 

reminded the оох'щјtt,ее of the remarks on the subject ri .'e by c czwe 

FAO and the dвleegate of India at the plenary meetings of the present Assembly, and 

it seemed that the time had now come for a further step to be taken. In 1948 the 

World Health Assembly had agreed that collaboration with the United Nations on 

population questions should be continued and developed, and at its fifth session the 

Executive Board had resolved to request the Director- General of WHO to co- operate 

on a wide basis with the United Nations and with the other specialized agencies on 

questions concerned with population problems. In 1950 the Third World Health 

Assembly had endorsed that resolution of the Executive Board. Again, at its 

eighth session, the Executive Board had dealt with the problem and requested the 

Director -General to study the subject along with the Population Commission of the 

United Nations, in order to define the duties of the two organizations; within the 

limits of budgetary resources, to carry out studies on the health aspects of the 

problem; and to place this subject early on the agenda of the ninth session of the 

Executive Board. 

At the ninth session of the Board two resolutions, ЕВ9.R82 and ЕВ9.R87, had 

been passed. Dr. Evang read those two resolutions and said that, while he was in 
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favour of.them, he thought the time had come to add a third. Resolution EB9.Rg7 

envisaged the participation of WHO in a World Population Conference to be held not 

earlier than 1954.. It seemed to him that WHO ought to be able to contribute to 

that conference in a positive way and he therefore proposed that the committee 

. should recommend to the Fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

The Fifth World Health Assembly, 

Realizing the fundamental importance of the population problem under 
present world conditions, 

'REQUESTS the�.Dхreetor- General to establish an expert committee to 
examine and report on the health aspects of the problem, 

Dr. МёМч ULAN (Canada) said his delegation had read with interest the. report 

of the'expert committee on Medical Aspects of Social Security but they could not 

approve of à',great part of it. Without going into detail, lie would refer to the 

parágraph cóneerning the "fee for service" system, which was an example of the kind 

of 'statement with which his delegation could not agree. In their view, the report 

was not one with which WHO should in any way be associated. 

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) said that, while the present meeting did not 

seem a fitting time for a full debate on the population programme, the creation of 

en expert committee on that question might appropriately be discussed. As Dr. Evant 

had explained, a World Population Conference, organized by the United Nations in 

collaboration with' other specialized agencies, was to be held, and one might argue 

from two points of view: one might say that first the conference should be held, 

which would establish the special task of WHO in this field, and then an expert 
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committee should be set up: on the other hand, one might first establish the expert 

committee, and have its report debated in the Health Assembly, before taking part in 

the World Population Conference, 

The question of time was a consideration. Dr. van den Berg understood that the 

R orld Population Conference was to be held in 1953 (not in 1954), which, if correct, 

would make the second procedure impossible. Secondly, if án expert committee were 

established it should have certain terms of reference, arrived at after a full 

debate on the population problem. 

Dr. HARGREAVES, Acting Director, Division of Organization of Public -Health 

Services, replying to the delegate of Canada, said that the report on Medical Aspects 

of Social. Security was not that of an- expert committee. In 1951 WHO had been 

approached by ILO with a request for сo- operia *iохх aпд tвehнica1 аю 'алts о' ТLO's 

proposed new conventions on social security. This was not a new activity of ILO, 

its first convention on the subject having been adopted in 1927. The Director- 

General had referred the matter to the eighth session of the Executive Вoard, which 

had authorized him to convene a small group of experts to comment on the ILO draft 

(resolution ЕВ8.R35). The report quoted by the delegate of Canada was the document 

produced by that group of experts containing their. commenta on, the proposed ILO 

convention, and on the authority of the ninth session of the Executive Board had 

• been transmitted to ILO (resolution ЕВ9.112) as an expression of the views of those 

experts. 

Dr. HAYEK (Lebanon) said that while he realized that the population problem 

was not on the agenda of the present meeting, nevertheless a resolution for the 
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establishment of an e xэert ccmн .ttee had been submitted and he would like the terms 

of reference of that committee precisely defined in the resolution, pending a full 

discussion, which should be placed on the agenda of a subsequent meeting. 

Dr.' HOJER (Sweden), while endorsing Dr, Evang's statement that the population 

problem had been under discussion by the Executive Bcard for some years, said that 

there had always been good reason for.postponing work on it,- As to the question of 

time, when one thought of ail the-mill_iопs being born every.year, time was certainly 

a considerations and WHO should, now take the next step so that it would be the 

better able to answer questions from FAO and other organizations on the medical side 

of the problem. 

Hе did not think it necessary that an expert committee should be given .detailed 

instructions. The question was quite clear: that 7 0 needed to be able to present 

its views on the question to the other specialized agencies, The question had 

gone on and on and no real step had been taken by WHO, for reasons which all knew 

and very seldom talked about officially. The time had now come to have an axpert 

бommittee and he strongly supported the proposal of the delegate of lforway.• 

Dr, de lа GARZA BRITO (Mexico) referred to the allocation of $5,232 for the 

work of an expert committee on.'filariasis (p. 170, Official Records No, .39). 

In Central and West Africa, in Guatemala and Mexico, and possibly other regions of 

the American continent, the important and acute problem of onchocerciasis had yet 

to be solved. Very good research work had been done iñ Africa and in Guatemala; 

in Mexico the problem.was being studied and fought, and his country would like to 

knew more about the bionomies of the -vector, the etiology and other factors still 
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unknown, to enable them to fight this scourge. . 

The delegation of Mexico thought it would be very useful if the whole or at 

least a part of the amount set aside for the Expert Committee on Filariasis could 

be expended on the organization of a conference of experts on onehocerciasis, or 

at least the establishment of a committee which might prepare a programme, place 

and date for such a conference. He asked the committee to recommend to the 

Executive Board the allocation of an amount for this purpose. 

мr. STOWМAN (United States of America) said his delegation felt that in 

entering upon discussion of the population problem they were on rather dangerous 

ground. It had been suggested that an expert committee should be appointed on the 

health aspects of the problem. Would it not be wise first to find out what that 

population problem was? There were many population problems of the world and they 

were certainly not the same in different countries. It would therefore be 

advisable first to have the World Population Conference and then, if that conference 

referred certain questions to WHO for expert advice, that would be the time to 

establish the expert committee. 

The problem was a burning and controversial one, a question which made 

headlines. Any report of an expert committee, although it might state in smafl 

print that it did not express any formal opinion of WHO, would be reported in the 

Press as a statement by WHO,, which would be regrettable... There were many people 

in the world who were not enthusiastic about international work, which made it 

difficult to raise enough funds for the work of WHO and other international 

organizations, and any untimely statement of that kind would give weapons to such 

people. 
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He would urge delegates to think the matter over very seriously, and e 

believed that when they had done so they would reject the proposal of the delegate 

of Nоrway. 

Dr. WICКREМESINGHE (Ceylon) said that Ceylon had a special interest in the 

population question because its rate of growth was the highest in the world, while 

it'produced not more than one -third of its food. At the Third World Health Assembly 

the éhief delegate of Ceylon had moved a resolution similar to that now proposed by 

Norway, and on pages 233 and 234 of Official Records No. 28 would be found that 

resolution and the decision of the Assembly rejecting it by 30 votes to 1, with 5 

abstentions. Dr. Tickremesinghe was glad to note some change of heart. He agreed 

that the problem was different in different regions, but he thought it was accepted 

that by the "population problem" in the present connexion was meant the overgrowth 

of populations; and a judicious approach to that problem would be very welcome to 

his delegation. It was doubtful, however, whether such an expert committee could 

approach its work in quite the same way as other expert committees dealing with 

problems which were more or less the same throughout the world, because the over- 

population problem was specific to certain groups of countries. While endorsing the 

proposal of the delegate of Norway, therefore, he thought that such an expert 

committee would have to function in a different manner, taking the problem in 

specific areas as applied to the individual and local conditions prevailing in 

those areas. 

The CHAIRMAN reminded delegates that the subject under discussion was the 

programme and budget estimates for expert committees and conferences, and suggested 
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that it might be better to continue discussion on the question of population at 

a subsequent meeting. 

Dr, МUDALIAR (India) was willing to yield to the Chairman's ruling, but he 

had thought that the question having been discussed so far, the discussion might 

be continued and finished; and it was to this end that he had asked to speak. 

The recent census operations in his country had emphasized the demographic 

problems of the world and had shown clearly that they merited attention, and the 

United Nations and subsidiary organizations, FAO, UNESCO, etc., had shown great 

interest. When speaking of demographic problems, one thought not only of over- 

population but also of the reverse, The objective of WHO should be to make a 

scientific study of all aspects of the question. He would state categorically, 

particularly with reference to the observations of the delegate of the United 

States of America, that it was not the object of WHO to take into consideration 

only those aspects which had received undue emphasis. 

Most gynaecologists knew that about half their patients presented problems 

of over -fertility and the other half non -fertility, and it was necessary to 

understand the reasons why different countries, and even different regions within 

those countries, had in some cases a tendency to over - fertility and in some to 

non-fertility. All aspects of the question must be taken into consideration: 

nutrition, environmental sanitation, economic and social factors, etc. It must 

not be assumed that the attitude of WHO to this problem was on the same lines as 

that taken by popular journals. 
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Non -governmental organizations and non -official bodies were also considering 

this problem. In December of the current year a world conference of social workers. 

would be held in idadras and the demographic problem was one item on its agenda. In 

the capacity of its Chairman, Dr. ï. ;udaliar hoped to draw inspiration on the subject_ 

from the discussions at the present Assembly. 

He thought the delegate of Norway had done real service in proposing that an 

expert committee be set up. The Director -General should have some guidance in 

proceeding with the necessary plans for participation in the world Population 

Conference. Undoubtedly it would be necessary for an expert committee to meet after 

that conference, but the way for H0 to make its views effective would be to obtain 

the advice of an expert committee before proceeding to such an important conference, 

those studies being, if necessary, augmented by the remarks of the Executive Board. 

Unless that was done there would be a good deal of criticism of the activities of 

и1O. He therefore supported the setting -up of an expert committee prior to the 

огld Population Conference. 

2r, САТТАВENI (Italy) said that his delegation attached particular impórtance to 

world population problems and would consequently support the Lebanese proposal that 

it should be discussed as a separate item on the agenda at a later stage,'partic- 

ularly in view -of the fact that the extent of the participation of the ;:оrld Health 

Organization in the latudy of the problem) taking into account the various political,. 

economic, social anё!. moral aspects would have to be carefully considered. 
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Dr, IGCKENZIE (United Kingdom) supported the Chairman's proposal that con- 

sideration of the question be postponed, suggesting that the committee reserve 

the possibility of introducing the proposal of the delegate of Norway at a later 

date. 

Dr. EVANG (Norway) supported the United Kingdom delegate's suggestion. 

Delegations тюuld thus have an opportunity to consider the matter further. Moreover, 

it might be profitable to wait until the technical discussion on the economic value 

of preventive medicine had taken place. 

The CFIAIRP.UAN put to the vote the United Kingdom proposal to adjourn discussion 

of the world population problem to a later meeting. 

Decision: The United Kingdom proposal to take up consideration of the world 
population problem as a separate item on the agenda at a later stage was 
adopted unanimously. 

Dr. TURBOTT (New Zealand), referring to the point raised by the delegate of 

Mexico in connexion with the Expert Committee on Filariasis, recalled that a 

conference an filariasis, with the participation of representatives of the World 

Health Organization, had been held as recently as October of the previous year, 

following which a report on the meeting had been published and circulated throughout 

the world. That report provided a thorough documentation on the subject and it 

appeared to him that it would be superfluous to hold a conference on filariasis in 

1953. In view of the fact that a considerable measure of co- ordination of 

international research on the subject must undoubtedly have been achieved by the 

conference held in 1951, he would propose the deletion of the item of expenditure 

relating to the Expert Committee on Filariasis. 
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Dr. BIRAUD, Director, Division of Epidemiological Services, recalled 

that the Executive Board had postponed action for the establishment of an 

expert committee on filariasis in past years but had eventually decided that such 

an expert committee should meet in.1953, with particular reference to the problem 

of onchocerciasis, which had been raised on several occasions by representatives 

of tropical America and Africa. 

Although a conference on filariasis had been held in Tahiti since that 

decision had been reached, it would be excessive to say that co- ordination of 

research on the subject had been fully covered, even though recommendations for 

research had been made with regard to a large number of subjects. Consequently, 

the proposed Expert Committee on Filariasis might take advantage of the information 

made available by the Tahiti conference and as the result of it. This informa- 

tion might help in finding a solution to the problem, particularly with regard to 

onchocerciasis in Central America and Africa. 

Dr. MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) recalled that his delegation had, on prev- 

ious occasions, questioned the desirability of holding meetings of certain expert 

committees, proposing that the savings effected by discontinuing any committees 

should be transferred to other heads of expenditure in the budget, where they might 

serve a more useful purpose. Furthermore, he did not think that to hold meetings 

of some of the, expert committees during the following year would particularly add 

to the prestige of the Organization. 'He therefore suggested that a small working 

party be set up to consider whether provision for certain expert committees might 

not be deleted. In his view, the Expert Committees on Filariasis, Poliomyelitis, 

Rabies, Environmental Sanitation, Health Education of the Public, and Rheumatism 

might be dispensed with. 
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Dr, т1RвОтT (New Zealand) withdrew his proposal in favour of that of the 

delegate of the United Kingdom. 
5.1 

Dr. RODHAIN (Belgium) supported the proposal made by the delegate of Mexico. 

Hе recal]ed that he had raised the question of filariasis at the First World 

Health Assembly. Onchocerciasis constituted a vital problem in tropical Africa 

as well as in Central America. It would be a matter.for regret if the proposal 

to hold an Expert Committee on Filariasis were abandoned, since study of the subject 

had evolved considerably in recent years, 

• Dr, de la GARZA ИRITO (Mexico) wished to clarify his proposal. A conference 

on the question should be an international conference which would include all 

regions of the world where that disease was prevalent, including Africa. 

Dr, PANDIT (Iгдdia) and Dr. BURGER (Netherlands) supported the United 

Kingdom proposal. 

Professor FERREIRA (Brazil) called attention to the fact that expenditure 

on each expert committee averaged some X55,000; all expenditure for expert committees 

totalling only .,08 per cent of the total budget. • As the delegate .of Norway had 

remarked, expert commmittees constituted a sound method of discussing subjects of 

international importance, and he therefore questioned the advisability of abolish- 

ing some of those committees; siixce the savings thus effected might not make any 

appreciable difference to any other part of the budget. 

The СHAIREAN noted that there was general support for the United Kingdom 



A5 /РВ /Min /8 
page 15 

proposal to establish a working party to consider the desirability of maintaining 

or establishing certain expert committees. He proposed that the following 

Members should be represented on the working party: Belgium, Brazil, Ceylon, 

Egypt, India, Mexico, New Zealand,: Norway, Philippines, and United Kingdom. 

Dr. EVANG (Norway) wished to withdraw from the working party in favour of the 

delegate of Sweden. 

It was so agreed. 

Decision: It was agreed that the working party, thus constituted, . 

should meet later that day to consider the question of expert committees. 

First World Conference on Medical Education 

Dr. BRAVO, representative of the Executive Board, drew attention to the reso- 

lution adopted -by the .Executive Board in connexion with the First World Conference 

On Medical Education (resolution ЕВ9.R17), which recommended an appropriation of 

$5,000 to cover the expenses of the participation of the World Health Organization 

in that conference, and to paragraph 26 of the Executive Boardts report on the 

proposed programme and budget estimates for 1953 (Official Records No. 40, page 46). 

Mr. ROUTLEY (Canada) expressed his approval of the participation of the 

World Health Organization in the First World Conference on Medical Educatioi'i. 

Speaking as Chairman of the conference ?s'оrganizing committee, he recalled 

that the World Medical Association had been founded at the same time as the 

World Health Organization. It was a federation of 43 voluntary medical associations 
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and pursued similar objectives to those of the Organization. Its Constitution 

referred to co- operation with the World Health Organization in matters of mutual 

interest and concern and he consequently considered it important that the 

World Health Organization should be acquainted with the purposes of the 

conference. 

Unanimity existed as to the fundamental importance of medical education and 

the conference, to be held in London during the week beginning 24 August 

1953, would be the first conference 'to, consider the problem of medical 

education on a global scale. The organizing committee was particularly 

gratified to have the services of two members appointed bÿ the World Health 

Organization. 

The World Medical Association had considered a budget of $50,000 to 

$75,000 necessary for the conference, the three main items of expenditure being 

the publication of a booklet in three languages, prior to the conference 

itself, subsidies towards the expenses of the 80.speakers who would address the 

conference, and the records of the proceedings, which would be very widely distrзΡ,b- 

uted since they should prove most valuable to medical- education programmes through- 

out the world. He noted the proposed contribution of $5,000 by the World 

Health Organization. The World Medical Association was most grateful for any 

contribution by'the World Health Organization but, on behalf of his delegation, 

he requested the committee to- examine that grant and to decide whether it consid- 

ered it sufficient. 
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Dr. FRANDSEN (Denmark) was pleased to hear of the World Health Organization's 

do operation with the World Medical .'association. Discussion at the previous 

Health Assembly had shown the great interest felt in medical education. His 

delegation would therefore recommend an increase in the expenditure by the 

Organization for that conference. 

Dr. HAYEK (Lebanon) recalled that some difficulty had bean experienced. 

by the Executive Board in setting aside $5,000 as the World Health Organization's 

contribution.to the conference. Furthermore, he noted that the Organization 

had decided to grant $29,000 towards the budget of the Council for the Co- ordination,! 

of International Congresses of Medical Science, as shown in document А5/19. He 

commended the valuable work being done by the World Medical Association in the 

dissemination of medical science and he considered it most desirable that the 

World Health Organization should continue to support that association, but he 

believed that the funds set aside for the World Conference on Medical Education 

by the Organization were sufficient for the time being in view of the Organization's 

existing budgetary difficulties. 

Dr. ТОGВ' (Liberia) expressed his support of the Executive Board's recommendation 

However, he hoped that the representatives of the World Health Organization at the 

World Conference on Medical Education would call attention to the fact that the 

Organization was offering fellowships to many under -developed countries where 

medical schools provided insufficient training. It was essential that action be 

taken to enable such schools to reach a standard which would make it possible for 

students from those countries to acquire sufficient knowledge in all branches of 
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medical science to meet the requirements for fellowships. At the present time, 

students from many of those countries were severely handicapped by the inadequacy 

of certain medical schools. 

Mr. LARSON (United States of America), speaking as a member of the Board 

of Trustees of the Amdrican Medical Association, said that he was sure the Board 

of Trustees would wish to endorse the statement made by the delegate of Canada. 

The American Medical Association was most keenly interested in the World 

Medical Association and had always given it considerable support. The Executive 

Board was to be commended on the action it had taken in its resolution ЕB9.R17 

in respect of the proposals by the World Medical Association, which had indicated 

its willingness to co- operate with the World. Medical Association in the interests 

of medical education throughout the world. The standards of medical education 

would no doubt be raised as a result of the conference and it was moreover to be 

hoped that such co- operation would serve as a stimulus for future collaboration among 

governmental and voluntary agencies towards the improvement of health conditions.of 

all peoples. 

He consequently proposed that, if the necessary funds could be found in the 

budget, the contribution of the World Health Organization should be increased from 

$5,000 to $10,000. 

The СHAIIdAN noted that the committee had approved the Executive Board's action 

with regard to the First World Conference on Medical Education. 
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3. RгLLТIONS WITH ТHE COUNCIL FOR THE CO- ORDINATION OF INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESSES OF ЛΡEDICAL SCIENCES (CCICiцΡIS); Item 6.6.3 of the agenda 
(document A5/19) 

Dr. BRAVO, representative of the Executive Board, called attention to 

paragraph 22 of the Executive Board's report on the proposed programme and 

budget estimates for 1953 (Official Records No. 40, page 44) and to the Director - 

General's report on the Organization's co- operation with the Council for the 

Co- ordination of International Congresses of Medical Sciences (CCICiiS) (document 

A5/19) . 

The CHk.IRMAN suggested that consideration of the item be deferred until 

the following meeting 

It was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 12 noon 


