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1. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND ITS COMMITTEES 

"Dr» MORGAN (United Kingdom), Chairman of the Working Party on Reservations to 

the International Sanitary Regulations, reported that the working party had concluded 

its deliberations and that its draft report would be distributed to delegations 

towards the end of the following afternoon. The General Committee agreed that the 

two main committee meetings scheduled for Wednesday afternoon, lU May, should begin 

at 2.30 p„m. and end at h.J>0 p.m. in order to enable the working party to meet at 

4.30 to consider and adopt its report. That report would be put before the General 

Committee on Thursday, 15 May, to be transmitted to the Health Assembly at its 

plenary meeting in the afternoon of the same day. 

2. SUSPENSION OF RULE 10 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 

The committee agreed that the Health Assembly should be asked at its plenary 

meeting on Thursday, 15 May, to suspend Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure. 

3. NOMINATIONS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO 
SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARD (continuation) 

n 

Dr. EVANG (Norway), putting forward certain suggestions for the election which 

would, in his opinion, provide a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole, 

stressed that it was important to bear in mind that WHO had been most fortunate 

hitherto in being able to establish and preserve the non-political character of 

the Board. 
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Dr. BOIDE (France) felt that it was perhaps unnecessary to put forward sugges-

tions for the election at the present stage since each individual member of the 

General Committee had ample information concerning the six seats on the Board to 

Ъе filled. He further referred to the desirability of preserving the principle of 

the freedom of choice of the electors. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL suggested that, in putting forward it6 nominations, the 

General Committee might wish to consider the responsibilities devolving on the 

members of the Board and their governments. The members of the Board must be 

prepared to give about two months of their time each year to meetings in Geneva and 
: < 

governments must be prepared to bear the cost of travelling and living expenses of 

any alternates or advisers the person designated by them might bring with him even 

though they in no wajr represented that government during the meetings of the Board. 

It was decided to hold a preliminary secret ballot to provide a list of countries 

from which the General Committee would make its selection for nominations. The vote 

resulted in.a list of 13 countries. 

Dr. MUDALIAR (India) requested that the name of India should be withdrawn from 

the list before voting began. 

A secret ballot was then taken to decide on the six countries to be recommended 

to the Health Assembly to be entitled to designate a person to serve on. the Board 

according to Rule 83 of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly. The following 

five countries received the required number of votes for nomination: Canada, 

Denmark, New Zealand, Brazil, Iran. Votes were also cast for the United Kingdom, 

Israel, Laos, Switzèriand, Ireland and Panama in that order of preference. 
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A second secret ballot was taken to determine whether, in accordance with 

Rule 65 of the Rules of Procedure, the United Kingdom or Israel should be the sixth 

on the list. The result was that the United Kingdom was chosen. 

In accordance with Rule 85 of the Rules of Procedure requiring a list of nine 

Members for transmittal to the Health Assembly, a vote was taken to determine the 

three remaining Members among those countries in favour of which votes had been cast 

in the previous ballots. Following three successive secret ballots, Switzerland, 

Laos and Israel werè chosen, in that order of preference, to complete the list. 

The CHAIRMAN then read the draft of the General Committee's report on the 

election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board, 

which would be submitted to the committee at the following meeting. 

k. SOCIAL FUNCTIONS DURING THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

A discussion took place on the question of social functions raised by ' 

Dr. EVANG. The committee felt that while they afforded an excellent opportunity 

from the point of view of States as well as of individual delegates for the promotion 

of good feeling and understanding, no delegations should feel under the obligation 

to entertain and, in view of the heavy burden of work on delegates and members of 

the Secretariat alike, their absence from such functions should not be considered 

as a sign of discourtesy. It was agreed that an announcement to that effect should 

be made at the beginning of future Health Assemblies. 

The General Committee passed a vote of thanks to the Staff Association of WHO 

for the very enjoyable ball given to delegates on Saturday, 10 May. 

The meeting rose at 1.50 p.m. 


