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Page 5> last paragraph; Delete and replace by: 

"Mr, MELLS (United Kingdom) drew attention to the provision in the 
resolution of the Third World Health Assembly (№13.105) which 
reserved for decision of the World Health Assembly the ultimate 
use of sums placed in the Assembly Suspense Account, and 
considered that the Health Assembly should be given time to 
determine the advisability of allocating Й.30,000 from that 
account to help finance the 1953 budget." 
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1. OPENING OF THE' MEETING BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the meeting, reminded delegates that the business 

of the committee must be conducted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the 

World Health Assembly (Handbook of Basic Documents, fourth edition, pages hi - o9). 

2. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN AND RAPPORTEUR: Item 7.1 of the Agenda 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee on Nominations had suggested the nomination 

of Dr. T.C. Routley (Canada) as Vice-Chairman. 

Dr. LEROUX (Canada) said that his delegation had hoped that Dr.' Routley would 

be available to give advice on all aspects of the work of the Assembly; his 

acceptance of nomination as Vice-Chairman of this committee would place his dçlega-
I 

tion in a difficult position. It was therefore requested that this nomination 

should be withdrawn. He proposed the nomination of Mr. Shaw (Australia) 

There being no further nominations^ Mr. Shaw (Australia)_ was unanimously 

elected Vice-Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the Committee on Nominations had suggested the nomination 

of Dr. Chawkat Chatty (Syria) as Rapporteur. 

There being no further nominations^j^_._phawkat Chatty (Syria) was unanimously 

elected Rapporteur. 

3. ESTABLISHMENT OF USGAL SUB-COMMITTEE WITH TRANSMITTAL OF APPROPRIATE ITEMS 

The CHAIRMAN requested that delegations should submit in writing, at the close 

of the meeting, the names of the persons they wished to represent them on the Legal 



Sub-Committee. He proposed that the following items should be referred to the 

sub-committee:- 7-12, 7.8, 7.9, 7.10 and 7-lJ+. 

Mr. El M2HSIMY (Egypt) suggested that items 7.15 and 7.11 should also be 

referred to the sub--committee. 

The CHAIRMAN considered that these items should first be discussed in the main 

committee; it might be necessary to refer them subsequently to the sub-committee if 

legal or constitutional issues were involved. 

The proposal of the Chairman was adopted. 

h. STATEMENT BY THE ASSISTANT•DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

Mr. SIEGEL (Assistant Director-General, Department of Administration and 

Finance), Secretary, said that the Director-General had requested him to report 

briefly to this committee on the administrative and financial status of the Organiza-

tion. The membership of the Organization had increased during 1951 by four; the 

new Member States were Japan, Spain, Panama and the Federal Republic of Germany. One 

new Member had been admitted during the course of the present Health Assembly and two 

applications for associate membership were up for consideration* 

The staff of the Organization had increased, from 8l6 on 30 April 1951 to 1,026 

at the end of March 1952; the increases were mainly in field staff and in the 

regional offices. The six regional organizations designated by the First World Health 

Assembly had now been established, the Regional Organization for Africa and the 

Regional Organization for Europe having been formally established during 1951; the 

Executive Board, at its Ninth Session, had approved Brazzaville in French Equatorial 



Africa as the site of the Regional Office for Africa and Geneva as the temporary site 

of the Regional Office for Europe, appointing at the same time Dr. Daubenton as 

Regional Director for Africa and Dr. Begg as Regional Director for Europe. 

The financial position of the Organization had continued to improve throughout 

1951 as the result of payment of arrears of contributions by several governments and 

of arrears of advances to the Working Capital Fund. The cash deficit at 31 December 

1951 was only $46,000 as compared with a deficit of $1,679,000 at the end of 1950. 

During I95I cash deficits for previous years had also been substantially reduced. 

As regards the Working Capital Fund, at 30 April 1952, only five active Members still 

owed all or a part of their advances, amounting to a total of approximately $95,000 

which represented 3.28$ of the total fund. He urged that all Member States should 

provide for continuity of payment of their annual contributions and should provide 

in their national budget for payment in the year in which they were assessed. The. 

Assembly Suspense Account had proved to be of great value in ensuring a more realistic 

control of the Organization's financial position. It had been necessary during 1951 

to ,make certain emergency allocations of funds by drawing on the Working Capital Fund; 

reimbursements to this fund had been provided, under the authority of the Fourth 

World Health Assembly, by withdrawal from the Assembly Suspense Account rather than 

by assessment of additional contributions on the Member States. It was proposed 

that a sum of $130,000 in the Assembly Suspense Account should be earmarked by the 

Fifth World Hèalth Assembly to help finance the 1953 budget. 

The financial situation of the Building Fund was not satisfactory owing to the 

fact that estimates had been made at a time of general economic stability whereas the 

construction work had taken place during a period of world-wide shortages in materials 



accompanied by rises in wages.. It would seem certain that the funds so far provided 

would not be adequate; the Director-General would give a full report on the present 

situation together with a request for further funds to meet those costs which could be 

clearly determined at present, 

Yiith regard to the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for Economic 

Development, the Organization had obligated ¿1,341,445 for work during 1951.. The 

Organization at present had an amount of (>5,585,000 available for health programmes 

under the expanded programme during 1952. 

5. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL ON STATUS OF ASSEMBLY SUSPENSE ACCOUNT: 
Item 7.26 of the Agenda 

The SECRETARY drew attention to the financial statement of the Assembly Suspense 

Account on page 37 of Official Records No.41 and to the Notes concerning it on 

pages 38 and 39. As would be seen from paragraph 4.4 of the Notes, the net cash 

balance in the account would be reduced to approximately ¿15,000 if the proposed 

withdrawals were authorized; it was suggested that this balance should be made 

available to help finance the 1953 Budget. If the committee wished to recommend 

this course of action, it should do so in sufficient time for the Committee on 

Programme and Budget totake the recommendation into consideration in the 

determination of the ceiling budget for 1953» 

Tir. HELLS (United Kingdom) considered that the Health Assembly must be given 

adequate time to determine the advisability of allocating .¿130,000 from the Assembly 

Suspense Account to help finance the 1953 Budget. 
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Dr. ÏOGBA (Liberia) proposed that the committee should note the financial 

statement of the Assembly Suspense Account .and-defer consideration of withdrawals 

from the account to a subsequent meeting. 

• ' Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) supported the proposal of the Delegate of 

Liberia. 

The proposal of the Delegate of Liberia was adopted and it was agreed that 

the question of withdrawals from the Assembly Suspense Account should be considered 

the following day. 

6. SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR 1952 TO REPLACE THE AMOUNT OF THE EMERGENCY 
FUND OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD USED FOR ASSISTANCE TO INDIA: Item 7-17 of the 
Agenda 

Dr. BRAVOj Representative of the Executive Board, said that the Executive Board 

at its eighth session had adopted resolution EB8.R55» subsequently,'at its ninth 

session, it had recommended that the Fifth Health Assembly adopt the resolution quoted 

in Official Records No.^O, EB9.RÔ3, page 2k. 

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia) moved the adoption of the resolution proposed by the 

Executive Board. 

Decision: The committee adopted unanimously the Resolution proposed by the 
Executive Board in Resolution EB9.R63. 

7. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR -GENERAL ON THE COLLECTION OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND ADVANCES 
TO THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND AND ON ARREARS OF CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 19^8, 19^9 and 
1950; Items 7.18 and 7.19 of the Agenda (Document A5/26) 

The CHAIRMAN said that the report of the Director-General was encouraging and 

the Director-General and Executive Board should be congratulated on the results which 



had been obtained. He proposed that the committee should note the document. 

The proposal of the Chairman was adopted. 
» 

8. AMENDMENTS TO STAFF RULES: Item 7-15 of the Agenda 

On the proposal of the CHAIRMAN, the committee noted resolution EB9.R57 and 

Annex 17 to Official Records №эЛО. 

9. REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL ON THE REVISED FINANCIAL RULES: Item 1.2k of 
the Agenda 

On the proposal of the CHAIRMAN, the committee noted resolution EB9.R66 and 

Annex 18 to Official Records No.40. 

The meeting rose at ̂ Л^ p.m. 


