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Methodology of Health Protection for Local Areas 

ABSTRACT OF REPORT ON AUSTRIA 

The ministry for Social Affairs<contains a Public Health 

Department, with a director-general and 10 other medical Officers. 

This organ supervises the work of the provincial health deaprtments, 

of which there are nine. In each province, the local unit is the 

county or the municipality. Rural counties may have one or two 

full-time medical officers; municipalities have a greater number. 

The total population is almost 7 million. Provincial 

populations range from 193,715 to 1,760,784 (Vienna), and areas 

from 1,215 to 18,369 sq. km. Local health units in general 

serve populations of 50,000 to 60,000. 

The pattern of health protection is greatly complicated by 

the fact that many aspects are not within the sphere of the 

Health Department but are controlled by the Departments of 

Education, of Welfare (Ftirsorgeamt), of Youth (jUjendamt), of 

labour, etc. 

Medical care is in the hands of private and insurance 

practitioners (80$ of the population arte insured against illness), 

the Government merely supervising the work of the approved societies. 

Hospital construction, administration and finance are the 

affair of the commune (Gemeinde); the health authority only 



supervises. Tuberculosis sanitoria may be run by insurance societies, 

provinces, or voluntary agencies (Red Cross). 

The prophylactic services rendered in a local area include: 

Control of communicable diseases (from the advisory and 
diagnostic aspect) 

Immunization (obligatory against smallpox 

(voluntary against diphtheria, typhoid (in epidemics), 

(tuberculosis with BCG 

Environmental sanitation (advisory)t Supervision of food and water 
supplies and sevrage disposal 

MCH (may be dealt with by the health authority or the Department 

of Youth)} antenatal care and child welfare 

School health (dealt with by the Education Department)» school 
doctors examine and refer to physicians or hospitals 

for treatment. Dental examinations and some 

treatment (in Vienna and remote areas) 

Rehabilitation (child guidance and epilepsy clinics have started* 

the Welfare Department deals with handicapped 

children) 

Health education of the publicj usually in connexion with special 

campaigns, with aid of voluntary agencies 

Laboratories: centralized, for analyses, pharmacological work, 

preparation of prophylactic material 

Industrial hygiene (the task of the inspectors of the Ministry of 

Labour (Arbeitsaufsicht) 

Supervision of medical and pharmaceutical practice 

Medico-logaLwork (burial is not allowed without postmortem 

inspection by an official physician) 

2.05 Personnel are usually full-time, though in some fields (ТВ, MCH) 

part-time medical officers are used. Personnel include medical 

officers, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, sanitary inspectors. 

(Sanitary engineers may be used soon). 



« 

Because of the number of departments concerned, no over-all figure 

for cost can be given. The central budget to cover administration, 

running of laboratories, smallpox immunization, and epidemiological 

services (plus a subsidy to provinces) is 16 m. schillings ($ 6l6,000) 

i .e . 8.8 cents per capita. 

Voluntary agencies play an important part in health protection. 

Some vinification of effort is desirable. 


