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The question of participation of Member States'in certain costs 
incurred by WHO was considered by the Executive Board at its ninth session , 
at -which the question was referred to the Fifth World Health Assembly in 
the following resolution: 

"The Executive Board 

"Noting the report of the Director-General on the participation 
of Member States in certain costs incurred by TOO, submitted pursuant 
to the request of the Executive Board at its eighth session in 
resolution EB8.R44; 

"Considering that the present policy on this question has been 
established (a) by the Fourth Viorld Health Assembly with regard to 
the regular programme of TOO, and (b) by the Technical Assistance 
Committee of the Economic and. Social Council with regard to the 
expanded programme of technical assistance; 

"Considering that some governments are encountering serious 
difficulties in carrying out their commitments in the various 
programmes, 

"1. BELIEVES that some relaxation of the requirements is necessary in 
order to permit some governments to proceed with the implementation of 
planned programmes ; and 

"2. RECOMMENDS that this subject be reconsidered by the Fifth 
Yforld Health Assembly, with a view to (a) revising the policy for 
the regular programme and (b) submitting a proposal to the Technical 
Assistance Committee for a similar revision in the policy for the 
technical assistance programme,," 

1 Off. Rec. World Hlth Org. 40, Annex 12 
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Since the ninth session of the Executive Board the question of local 
costs to be borne by governments has been further considered by the Technical 
Assistance Board. At the eighteenth meeting of the TAB, the following 
emergency action was taken, upon the urging of the representative of the 
Director-General of WHO that action should be taken to alleviate the 
situation which was making it difficult, if not impossible, to provide the 
technical assistance required"1": 

"The Board considered the Draft Report of the Working Party of TAB 
on Local Costs and adopted the following policy on the question of 
lodging costs: 

'Recognizing that each recipient country should normally 
assume responsibility for a substantial part of the costs of 
technical services with which it is provided; 

'Recognizing further that in certain circumstances an 
approved project to which a government will make a significant 
financial contribution, can only proceed if temporary relief 
with respect of provision of lodging for experts is given. 

'THE BOARD AGREES that as a temporary measure applicable 
to the period ending 31 December 1952, and with respect to 
projects covered by agreements already signed or at an advanced 
stage of negotiation, an organization may agree with a government 
to suspend the lodging provision requirement embodied in the 
agreement as an obligation accepted in principle by the government, 
if the government is unable to meet these costs immediately, 
provided that: 

(a) the organization is satisfied that the government 
is assuming or will assume responsibility for a sub-
stantial part (at least 50%) of the total costs of the 
project, and 

(b) the organization is satisfied that the lodging 
provision requirement is a serious impediment in the 
implementation of the project. 

1 Para. 46, TAB/SR. 18 
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The projects to which each organization proposes to apply this decision 
shall be submitted to the Chairman for his authorization to suspend the lodging 
provision requirement. 

'THE BOARD FURTHER AGREES to arrange for a study of the larger 
aspects of the.financial contribution of recipient governments to the 
cost of projects for which assistance is provided by Participating Organizations, 
with a view to submitting-observations to the next regular session of TAC." 

During the discussions at the nineteenth meeting of the Technical Assistance Board, 
#iich ended on 6 May 1952, it became apparent that there had been in the participating 
organizations of the TAB, numerous cases in different countries in which various ones 
of the requirements listed by the Techniçal Assistance Committee in its eleventh and 
twelfth meetings"*" in February 1951 could not be readily provided by the recipient 
governments (the Assembly will recall that those requirements are identical with the 

2 requirements adopted by the Fourth World Health Assembly ). 

In addition to the requirements of the resolution of the Technical Assistance 
Committee, there is a considerable feeling on the part of certain of the participating 
organizations that governments receiving fellowships should be required to pay part of 
the round trip cost of the transportétion of their Fellows from their home country to 
the country of study. Certain of the participating organizations hare required that 
50$ of the cost of such travel be provided as a condition of the fellowship. Other 
organizations have varying practices under which governments contribute what they can, 
which may vary from no contribution to full provision of the travel cost of the fellow. 

It also developed during the nineteenth meeting of the Technical Assistance Board 
that there is a considerable variation in the types of projects which are carried out 
under the expanded programme. The extremes as to differences among projects were 
illustrated as follows: 

(a) Provision of an expert for a few months to advise a government on a specific 
problem, for which the only cost to the government is lodging and travel per diem, 
local transport and office facilities for the expert, 

1 Off.Rec.World Hlth Org 40, p.119 (Annex 12, appendix) 
2 1ША4.60, Off. Вес .World Hlth Org. 35 
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(b) Establishment of research, demonstration and training centres, for #iich one 
or more international staff members are provided, and for which the government 
provides qualified, experienced personnel to make up one or more parallel teams for 
training at the centre, and to carry on the work after the withdrawal of the 
international staff; technical, administrative and ancillary personnel; equipment, 
transport and supplies available in the country; premises for training centres, 
laboratories, etc., often erected and equipped to meet the technical specifications 
approved in advance by the participating organization; administrative and office 
equipment and supplies. In addition, the governments often undertake continuing 
responsibilities such as the establishment of other centres modelled on the research 
and démonstration centre, the employment of professional staff for the project on 
a full-time basis (as contrasted with a customary part-time employment of such staff 
in the country) or the continuation and expansion of the programme under a 
particular type of organization. To date, such projects have also required payment 
by the government of lodging and travel per diem ibr the international personnel 
supplied for the project. 

The Technical Assistance Board at its nineteenth meeting authorized its Chairman 
to bring the entire problem of local costs to be borne by recipient governments in 
connexion with expanded programme project (inoluding travel costs for Fellows) to the 
attention of the Technical Assistance Committee at its meeting on 23 May. 

In considering this item on the agenda, the Health Assembly will wish to reconsider 
the decision of the Fourth World Health Assembly"^, which established the policy to be 
followed in'connexion with providing services to governments financed from the regular 
budget of WHO. 

The Assembly may wish also to consider whether it should make a proposal to the TAC 
along the lines of the recommendation of the Executive Board. 

1 ША4.60, Off.Rec.World Hlth Org. 35 


