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Note submitted by the delegation of-India 

The Indian Delegation invites the attention of the Health Assembly to the 
following resolution of the Second World Health: Assembly Session held in Rome: . 

"The Second World Health Assembly, 

RESOLVES 

(1) that an expert committee on leprosy with the maximum number of nine be 
established and that provision be made f.or a meeting of this committee in 
1950; 

(2) that provision be made for the exchange, during 1950, of four selected 
leprosy workers from among the existing leprosy institutes in different 
countries; 

(3) that provision be made for making available three experts for an 
average period of eight months in each case to countries requiring guidance 
in the development of anti-leprosy work; 

(4) that provision be made for the supply of sulfones and other new 
leprosy drugs for control trials by selected leprosy workers under the 
conditions to be laid down by the expert committee.""'" 

The Third World Health Assembly, recognizing the urgent 
need of implementing the programme for leprosy approved by the Second World 
Health Assembly, adopted, the following resolution: 

"The Third.World Health Assembly 
(1) APPROVES the programme of leprosy contained in the proposed programme 
and budget estimate for 1951; and 
(2) DECIDES that this programme be placed on the regular budget for 1951."2 

1 WHA2,43, Off.Rec,World Hlth Org. 21, 30 
WHA3, 71,3,2, Off.Rec.World Hlth. Org. 28, 43 
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The delegation is glad to note that an expert committee on leprosy has been • 
constituted and that it is proposed to call a meeting of this committee in 1952. 

Since the adoption of the resolution at the Second World Health Assembly 
considerable progress has been made in India in regard to research and control of 
leprosy work. Besides the governmental organizations which have set up leprosy 
treatment centres and sanatoria in all States where leprosy is prevalent, other 
voluntary agencies have come forward to combat the disease. The Hind Kushtha 
nivaren Sangh has taken over the duties and responsibilities hitherto discharged ty 
the British Empire Leprosy Association. The Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, an organization 
established to commemorate the memory of Mahatma Gandhi, has also undertaken work on 
leprosy, both with a view to educating public opinion and to get active co-operation 
and help, and also to undertake anti-leprosy campaigns with the specific object of 
control and ultimate eradication of the disease. 

Three important aspects of work are being pursued at present: 

(1) The treatment of active leprosy by the use of sulphones and allied drugs. 

(2) Investigation to determine the exact mechanism of infection and the sub-
sequent evolution of the disease with particular reference to children. 

(3) The rehabilitation of crippled.non-infective patients, so as to enable them 
to pursue suitable occupations. 

Vifhile at this stage it would be premature to endeavour to assess the results 
so far obtained, the delegation would state that, in the opinion of the experts 
working in this field in India, these have been veiy encouraging. As regards treat-
ment, evidence goes to show that if proper methods of administration of the drugs are 
employed it is reasonable to hope that, apart from the marked clinical improvement 
which occurs within a short period, the patients themselves are likely to be rendered 
non-infectious within a reasonable period. Investigations into the mode of the use 
of these drugs, particularly as regards their dosage and frequency, have helped 
workers to reduce the per capita cost in the treatment of patients. Further ivork on 
these lines is being proceeded with. 



Fundamental studies on the evolution of the disease, especially in children 
and contacts of leprosy cases, have thrown some light on the mechanism of infection 
in them. Observations were made on apparently healthy contacts of leprosy cases, both 
neural and lepromatous, in.order to ascertain whether any of them would subsequently 
show evidence of infection. The results obtained so far have shown that a certain 
number of contacts of both the types of leprosy mentioned above show acid-fast 
organisms in the skin and a small percentage of these develops clinical manifesta-
tions of the disease at a later date9 These observations have raised the following 
quèstions of immediate importance for considerations 

(1) Are neural cases infective and, if so, to what extent and under what 
conditions can they transmit the infection? 

(2) Are the acid-fast organisms noted in soma apparently héaltiy contacts, in 
fact, leprosy bacilli? 

In the present.state of our knowledge it is not possible to answer these 
questions precisely. Further work, both in the laboratory and in the field, will be 
required to elucidate the ultimate mechanism of infection. Suffice it to say at 
the present moment that the problem of infectivity thus raised will have wide reper-
cussions on any policy to be pursued in.the mass treatment of the disease with a view 
to its control and ultimate eradication. 

The rehabilitation of crippled patients, which has always been a great problem 
is now being tackled with a reasonable amount of success through surgical and 
orthopaedic methods, such as tendon transplantation and nerve reunion^ Attempts 
are thus made to restore in part or in full, the functional activity of the parts 
concerned. Subsequently, each case is studied with a view to utilising this restored 
function to the maximum extent in the pursuit of some suitable occupation^, As the 
work progresses it is hoped that substantial results will be available to enable us 
to utilize the experience so gained in the international campaign against leprosy. 



The delegation feels that the work on this particular communicable disease 
has reached a stage when it is desirable that the World Health Organization should 
also take a more positive interest in its development. The delegation therefore 
hopes that it will be possible for the Fifth World Health Assembly to endorse the 
opinions contained in this note. 


