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CURRENCÏ OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Director-General is pleased to report the development of a plan by 
which it is hoped that a portion of the contribution to the annual budget can 
be paid in pounds sterling. 

1. This subject has been considered at various times by the Assembly and the 
Executive Board within the concept of the basic principle established in 
Resolution WHA2.58 of the Second World Health Assembly"1", which reads as follows: 

"The Second World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the matter of currency of contributions to the 
operating budget of WHO: and 

Recognizing that it will be possible to use, to some extent, 
currencies other than US dollars and Swiss francs in carrying out the 
operating budget of the Organization, 

DECIDES that contributions to the operating budget in currencies 
other than US dollars and Swiss francs be accepted, on the basis that 
all Member Governments shall have equal rights in paying a proportionate 
share of their contribution in such currencies as may be acceptable, 
these currencies to be determined under the provisions of Financial 
Regulation 5.5" 

2. The Director-General reported to the seventh session of the Executive 
Board that the question regarding payment of part of the contributions of the 
Member Governments in currencies other than US dollars or Swiss francs was under 
joint discussion with the United Nations and the specialized agencies, and was • 
to be on the agenda of the Consultative Committee on Administrative Questions 
and the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination in 1951. 

3. The Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, in its discussion of this 
problem, decided that it would be necessary to limit the operation of such a 
scheme to currencies which would have wide convertibility in order to achieve 
maximum use and provide maximum benefits to the Member Governments. The 
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Administrative. С otam.it tee • on Co-ordination further decided that tie one currency 
which seemed most likely to qualify for use at that time was the pound sterling. 
The Secretary-General of the United Nations was requested to negotiate on.behalf 
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies with the Government of the 
United Kingdom to see if facilities could be granted for the conversion of pounds 
sterling contributed by Member States into a large number of other currencies. 

4. • The Se eretary-General reported to the 12th session of the Consultative 
Committee on Administration Questions in April 1952 that the United Kingdom had 
agreed to this proposal and had indicated the countries into whose currencies the 
Government would agree to the conversion of pounds sterling. This agreement was 
only for 1952 and subject to review towards the end of the year, to see what changes 
in detail would be necessary, as well as any changes in the list Of countries into 
whose currencies the pound sterling could be converted. This list excludes the 
American account area and Canada. A further reservation is that goods purchased in 
the United Kingdom from these funds cannot be exported to a hard currency area. 
The Secretary-General further stated that this agreement was applicable to the 
specialized agencies as well as to the United Nations. 

5. The Director-General proposes to proceed with the implementation of this 
plan in order to apply it to the assessments of Member nations in 1953. 

6. As a first step, since the present agreement applied only to 1952, informal 
enquiries have been'made regarding the attitude of the United Kingdom to extending 
thi^ scheme, and WHO is now advised that it may proceed with the implementation of 
this scheme on the assumption that the main proposal on the use of the pound ster-
ling will continue in 1953, but may be revised in certain details in the light of 
experience in 1952. 

7» The successful execution of the plan will, however, depend upon the co-
operation of all the governments concerned, since it will be necessary for certain 
governments to agree to the conversion of the pound sterling into their national 
currencies in order to pay certain expenses of the World Health Organization in 
thjjee countries. It is essential that the Member States in which WHO wilL inqur 
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expenditure agree that their respective national currencies will be available for 
purchase against pounds sterling and that the currencies obtained by exchange against 
pounds sterling can be used for all TOO expenditure within the respective countries. 

8» As a second step, the Director-General.is proceeding to communicate with the 
countries whose Currencies it is necessary to purchase with pounds sterling. The 
percentage of the assessments of Member States for 1953 which may be paid in pounds 
sterling will depend entirely on the co-operation of those governments,, 

9. As a third step, the Director-General will place the matter before the tenth 
session of the Executive Board, under the requirements of Financial Regulation 5.5, 
which reads as follows: 

"Annual contributions and advances to the Working Capital Fund 
shall be assessed in US dollars, and shall be paid in either US 
dollars or Swiss francs, provided that payment of the whole or 
part of these contributions may be made in such other currency * 
or currencies as the Director-General, in consultation with the 
Board, shall have determined,'1 

t 

10. The fourth step will be based on the replies to the communication referred 
to in paragraph 7 above. On the basis of these replies, the Organization will be 
in a position to notify the Member States of the percentage of their contributions 
which may be paid in pounds sterling, The Member States will then be required to 
notify the Organisation by a fixed date if they desire to accept the option of pay-
ing part of their contributions in pounds sterling. The option of those Member 
States who do not desire to pay in pounds sterling will then be offered to those 
Member States who accept the option to do so, thereby increasing the percentage of 
their contributions which may be paid in pounds sterling. 
11. The fifth step will be to send out final notices of assessments for 1953. 
These notices will advise the exact amounts to be paid in US dollars or Swiss francs 
and the amounts to be paid in pounds sterling, together with the names of the banks 
in which these contributions are to be paid. 
12. The Director-General wishes to bring to the attention of the Member States 
the fact that in order to fulfil the requirements of Financial Regulation 5.3, 
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it will be necessaiy for him to inform the Member States immediately after the 
Fifth World Health Assembly of the amount of their contribution to the 1953 Budget, 
stated only in US dollars, thus enabling the Member States to include the amount of 
such contribution in their national budgets as soon as possible. These notices 
will be supplemented as stated in paragraph 11 above. 


