
UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

W O R L D H E A L T H 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Agenda item 7.7 

ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE 
DE LA SANTÉ 

& 
A 5/15 

• 18 April 1952 

ORIGINAL: FRENCH 

Application by the United Kingdom of Libya 

The Government of the United Kingdom of Libya has applied for admission 

to Membership of the World Health Organization. Its request was deposited 

within the time limit required under Article 99 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the World Health Assembly. The request and the relevant correspondence 

are given below- These documents are accompanied by other information 

concerning this country. 

I. LETTER DATED 24 DECEMBER 1951, FROM THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF LIBYA> TO THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 

"I have the honour to inform you that in accordance with Resolutions 

of the General Assembly of the United Nations, adopted in pursuance of 

Annex XI, paragraph 3, of the Treaty of Peace with Italy, 1947, the United 

Kingdom of Libya was declared a free and independent sovereign state on 

24 December 1951. 

"The Government of the United Kingdom of Libya has now decided to 

apply for membership of the World Health Organization under Article VII of 

the Constitution of the World Health Organization, and I have the honour 

to request that this application be submitted to the Fifth World Health 

Assembly, opening on 5 May 1952 in Geneva, for consideration. 

"Pending the decision of the World Health Assembly and in order to be 

able to follow the work of the Assembly, the Government of the United 

Kingdom of Libya would be glad to send a delegation of observers, and I 

should be grateful if you would welcome them in that capacity." 



• II. LETTER DATED L JANUARY 1952 FROM THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO THE MINISTER 
FOR FOREIGN . FAIRS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF LIBYA 

"I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 

24 December 1952, transmitted to me by the Commissioner of the United Nations 

in Libya and by which you inform me that the United Kingdom of Libya was 

declared a free and independent sovereign state on 24 December 1951 and that 

its Government applies for membership in the World Health Organization. 

"This application will be submitted for consideration to the Fifth World 

Health Assembly which takes place at Geneva in May 1952. Your Country will be 

invited to send a delegation of observers to attend this Assembly." 

III. INFORMATION CONCERNING THE UNITED KINGDOM OF LIBYA 

(1) The United Kingdom of Libya, comprising Cyrenaica, Tripolitania and 

the Fszzan was, on 24 December 1951, procalimed an.independent State under the 

name of "United Kingdom of Libya" by King Mohamed Idriss Al Mahdi Al Senussi, 

who thereby ascended the throne of the new State. Under Article 201, the 

Constitution of the United Kingdom of Libya came into force on the day of the 

declaration of independence. The powers previously held by the provisional 

Libyan Government have been transferred to the new State in accordance with the 

procedure established for this purpose. 

(2) Some extracts from the Constitution of the United Kingdom of Libya 

adopted by the National Assembly on 7 October 1951 are given belowt 

"Chapter I 

Form of the State and the system of government 

Article 1. Libya is a free independent sovereign State. Neither its 

sovereignty nor any part of its territories may be relinquished. 

Article 2. libya is a State having a hereditary monarchy, its form is 

federal and its system of government is representative. Its name is 'the 

United Kingdom of Libya'. 

Article 3« The United Kingdom of Libya consists of the Provinces of 

Cyrenaica, Tripolitania and the Fezzan. 



"Chapter III 

Part I 

Powers of the Federal Government 

Article 36' The Federal Government shall exercise legislative and 

executive powers in connexion with the matters shown in the following list: 

(1) Diplomatic, consular and commercial representation; 

(2) Affairs of the United Nations and its specialized agencies; 

(3) Participation in international conferences and bodies and the 

implementation of the decisions adopted by them; 

(4) Matters relating to war and peace; 

(5) The conclusion and implementation of treaties and agreements with 

other States; 

Article 37. The Federal Government may, with the agreement of any Province, 

delegate to it or to its officers the executive power concerning any matter which 

is within its competence under this Constitution, provided the Federal Government 

will bear the expense of the execution. 

Part II 

Joint Powers 

Article 38. In order to ensure a co-ordinated and unified policy between the 

Provinces, the legislative power relating to the following matters shall be within 

the competence of the Federal Government, while the executive power in connexion 

with the implementation of that legislation shall be within the competence of the 
« 

Provinces acting under the supervision of the Federal Government» 

(1) Companies; 

(2) Banks; 



"Chapter IV 

General Federal Powers 

Ar-;./ ;.le 40. Sovereignty' is vested in the nation and the nation is the 

source of powers. 

Article 41. Legislative power shall be exercised by the King in 

conjunction with Parliament. The King promulgates the laws when they have 

been approved by Parliament in accordance with the procedure prescribed by 

this Constitution. 

Article 42. Executive power shall be exercised by the King within the 

limita of this Constitution. 

Article 43» Judicial power shall be exercised by the Supreme Court and 

other courts, which shall give judgments within the limits of this Constitution, 

in accordance with the law and in the name of the King." 

"Chapter V 

The King 

Article 44. The sovereignty of the United Kingdom is vested in the nation. 

By the will of God the people entrust it to King Mohamed Idriss Al Mahdi Al Senussi 

and after him to his male heirs, the oldest after the oldest, degree after degree. 

Article 58. The King is the supreme head of the State. 

........... <i 

"Chapter VI 

The Ministers 

и 



"Chapter VII 

Parliament 

Article 93» Parliament shall consist of two Chambers, the Senate and 

the House of Representatives. 

"Chapter VIII 

The Judiciary 

Article 143.. The general judicial organization of the State shall be 

determined by federal law in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution» 

Article 142. The judges shall be independent; in the administratioa o£ 

justice, they shall be answerable only to the law. 

"Chapter XII 

Transitory and provisional provisions 
* 

Arti'cle 201. This Constitution shall come into force upon the declaration 

of independence, which must take place by 1 January 1952 in accordance with the 

resolution of the United Nations General Assembly dated 21 November 1949. 

Nevertheless the provisions of article 8 of this Constitution and of this bhapter 

Shall come into force on the promulgation of this Constitution." 
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