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The Expert Committee on Drugs Liable to Produce Addiction has in its 
three reports referred to the medical use of diacetylmorphine (heroin) and in 
its third report asks that steps be taken which will discourage Members from 
permitting the legal use of diacetylmorphine. At its first session the 
Committee noted that there were 2k countries in which diacetylmorphine was not 
used at all, and at its third session it noted that this list had grown to 50 
Member States of the World Health Organization which have discontinued, or were 
willing to discontinue, the medicinal use of diacetylmorphine. The Director-
General's annual report for 1952 (OR 53) indicates 53 Member States are in 
favour of abolition and 9 are against. 

The Expert Committee on .Drugs Liable to Produce Addiction at its third 
session indicated that the complete abolition of legally produced diacetyl-
morphine in the world would greatly facilitate the struggle against illicit 
use of this substance. 

In view of the increasing number of Member States which have indicated 
willingness to abolish the legal use of diacetylmorphine, it appears to the 
United States Delegation that the Assembly should formally recognize the actions 
taken by the Director-General upon the recommendation of the Expert Committee 
and the request of the Executive Board. 

The United States Delegation proposes the following resolution for 
consideration of the Assembly: 
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"The Sixth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered reports of the Expert Committee on Drugs Liable 
to Produce Addiction and the action taken by the Director-General at 
the request of the Executive Board, 

Being convinced that diacetylmorphine is not a necessary 
drug for medical practice; 

Being convinced that the abolition of legally produced 
diacetylmorphine by Member States would facilitate the struggle 
against the illicit use of the drug; 

1. RECOMMENDS that campaigns be undertaken vith the 
assistance of appropriate bodies to convince doctors 
and governments that diacetylmorphine is not a drug 
of necessity for medical practice; and 

2. RECOMMENDS that Member States which have not already 
done so abolish the importation and production of 
diacetylmorphine. 

J. BEQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this 
resolution to the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
for consideration and appropriate action at an early date." 


