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The general Cçimmittee held its first meeting on 6 May 1953 under the 
chairmanship of Dr. M. KHATER (Syria), President of the Assembly. 
• » 

1, Provisional Agenda of the Assembly. (A6/1 and Add.l) 

1.1 The General Committee recommends the adoption of the provisional agenda as' 
set out in documents A6/l and Add0l. 

1.2 It recommends to the Assembly the allocation of the items shown in 
document A6/l under the two main committees with the exception of item 7,6.9 
"Assistance in defraying maintenance and travel costs of national candidates 
attending national training courses" which it .suggests should be transferred to 
the Committee on Programme and Budget. 

1.3 It recommends the following allocation of several items shown on pages 1 
and 2 of document A6/l. 

1,3.1 Item 10, "Recommendations of the Executive Board on the duration of the 
Sixth and subsequent World Health Assemblies," To the General Committee, 

1,3,2. Item 13. "Consideration of rejections and reservations submitted by 
governments in respect of their overseas and outlying territories in accordance 
with Article 106 of the International Sanitary Regulations (WHO Regulations No, 2)" 
The General Committee recommends that the Assembly follow the same procedure as 
was followed at the Fifth Assembly for the reservations in respect of metropolitan 
territories, i.e. the setting up of a working party to consider these reservations 
and submit a report directly to the plenary Assembly on the pronouncements to be 
made as to their acceptability or otherwise. This working party would be open 
to all delegations wishing to attende The first meeting might be held on 
Thursday afternoon, 7 May 1953, from_2-3 p.m., and at other times to be fixed in 
agreement with the General Committee. 
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The General Committee recommends that legal advisers to delegations should 
preferably attend the meetings of the working party with their medical colleagues. 

1.3.3. Item 14. "Report of the Executive Board on its reconsideration of relations 
with non-governmental organizations." The General Committee recommends that this 
item be transferred to the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters. 

1.3.4 Item 15. "Report of the Executive Board on the organizational study relating 
to regionalization." The General Committee recommends that this item be transferred 
to the Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters it being understood that 
if that Committee considers that any aspects of the question do not fall within its 
competence, it will refer such matters to the Committee on Programme and Budget. 

1.3.5 Item 23. "Technical discussions at future Health Assemblies". The General 
Committee recommends that it should examine this item towards the end of the Assembly 
in the light of the experience gained with the present technical discussions. 

2. Programme of Work. The General Committee recommends that the programme of work 
proposed by the Director-General and circulated to governments with Circular Letter 16 
be adopted by the Assembly as a guide. 

The General Committee agreed that every effort should be made to enable the 
Assembly to conclude its work by the 23 May, and to this end it proposes that the 
following working hours should be observed: 

Morning; 10-12.30 hrs 
General Committee; 12.30 hrs 
Afternoon: 3-6 hrs 

3. Technical Discussions. Item 12 of the provisional agenda. "Adoption of 
Procedure for Technical Discussions". The General Committee recommends that the Health 
Assembly follow the same procedure as at the Fifth Assembly by authorizing its President 
to designate a Chairman for the technical discussions and to propose nominations from 
among the members of the delegations for the Chairmen and rapporteurs of the groups 
dealing respectively with each of the three diseases. 

The General Committee regrets that the 3-day period proposed by the Executive 
Board for technical discussions has had to be slightly curtailed owing to the delay that 
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occurred in the first two days of the Assembly: it proposes they should begin on 
Thursday, 7 May 1953, at 12 noon by a short organizational meeting, continuing in the 
afternoon of the same day and on Friday and Saturday, 8 and 9 May. 

4. Organization of the Private Meeting of the Health Assembly for the Appointment 
of the Director-General 

In its consideration of the organization of the private meeting, the Générai 
Committee was guided by Rule 98 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, 
which saysj 

"The Health Assembly shall consider the Board*s nomination and the draft 
contract at a private meeting and shall come to a decision by secret ballot,-" 

and Rule 18 which declares: 

"Plenary meetings of the Health Assembly will, unless the Health Assembly 
decides otherwise, be open to attendance by all delegates, alternates and 
•advisers appointed by Members, in accordance with Articles 10-12 inclusive of 
the Constitution, by representatives of Associate Members appointed in accord-
ance with Article 8 of the Constitution, and the resolution governing the 
status of Associate Members, by representatives of the Executive Board, by 
observers of invited non-Member States and territories on whose behalf 
application for associate membership has been made, and also by invited 
representatives of the United Nations and of other participating intergovern-
mental and related non-governmental organizations. 

"In plenary session the chief delegate may designate another delegate 
who shall have the right to speak and vote in the name of his delegation on 
any question. Moreover, upon the request of the chief delegate or any 
delegate so designated by him the President may allow an adviser to speak on 
any particular point." 

It makes the following recommendations: 

4.1 Date. 11 May 1953, at 10 a.m. 

4.2 Place. Assembly Hall. 

4.3 Attendance. In view of the Assembly's right, under Rule 18, to decide on the 
categories of participants to be admitted, the General Committee recommends the 
following: 

4.3.1 Member States. The meeting should be open to delegates, alternates, and 
advisers. 



A6/32 
page 4' 

4.3.2 Associate Members. In view of the right of Associate Members "to participate 
without vote in the deliberations of the Health Assembly and its main committees", 
the meeting should be open to delegates, alternates and advisers of Associate Members, 

4.3.3 Representatives of the Executive Board. In view of the fact that the Assembly-
appoints the Director-General on the nomination of the Board, the meeting should be open 
to its representatives. 

4.3.4 Non-Member States (including States and territories•on whose behalf 
application for associate membership has been made). 

In view 'of the fact that these categories of participants are represented at 
the Health Assembly by observers, the meeting should not be open to them. 

4,3.5. Representatives of the United Nations and Specialized Agencies. After having 
examined the relevant articles of the agreements signed by the World Health Organization 
and the United Nations and by the World Health Organization and the other specialized 
•agencies, the General Committee recommends that the meeting be open to the representa-
tives of the United Nations, who are entitled without restriction to attend all meetings 
pf WHO, and also to the representatives of the specialized agencies, 

4,3,6 Intergovernmental (other than United Nations agencies) and non-governmental 
organizations. 

Having examined the nature of the relationship between these organizations, and 
WHO, the General Committee recommends that the meeting be not open to their representa-
tives, or observers. 

4.4 Secretariat. The General Committee recommends that the meeting be open to the 
maximum number of staff dealing with the Assembly. 

4.5 Verbatim Records. After having considered Rule 79 of the Rules of Procedure, 
the General Committee recommends that the verbatim records of the meeting should be 
"available to delegates only", 

4.6 Communiqué and Announcement of the Decision. In conformity with Rule 19 of the 
Rules of Procedure, the General Committee recommends that the President issue a 
communiqué through the Director-General at the close of the private meeting, 

It further recommends that the President announce officially the appointment at the 
opening of the public plenary meeting of the Assembly on Monday, 11 May 1953 at 3 p.m., 
giving the number of votes for and against, and abstentions. 


