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FREQUENCY OF HEALTH ASSEMBLIES 

At its eleventh session, the Executive Board examined the text of the 
amendments to Articles 13, 14, 15, lo, 26, 34 arid 55 of the Constitution, 
previously communicated by the Direсtor-General to all Member States in 
Circular Letter 33 on 6 October 1952, in conformity with the provision of 
Article 73 of the Constitution and a decision of the Fifth World Health 
Assembly."1" The Board decided to transmit to the Sixth World Health Assembly, 
for adoption, draft resolutions for the amendment of the Constitution and for 
the necessary transitional and other arrangements with respect to the frequency 

2 of Health Assemblies. 

Annexed are communications proposing further amendments received by the 
Director-General from certain Members in reply to Circular Letter 33. 

1 Resolution WHA.5 -22, Off. Rec. World Hlth Org. 42, 23 
2 Resolution EB11.R69, Off. Rec. World Hlth Org. 46, 36 
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С OMMUNICAT IONS RECEIVED FROM THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE 
PHILIPPINES, YUGOSLAVIA AND FRANCE 

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES - text of letter dated 26 November 1952, received 
8 December 1952 

"I have the honour to refer to your letter (Réf.: CL.33-1952 OD 2-5 
Biennial Assemblies) dated October 6, 1952, concerning certain proposed 
amendments to the Constitution of the World Health Organization. 

"It is felt that Article 34 of the proposed text should be so modified 
as to read as follows: 

'Article 34, The Director-General shall prepare and submit 
to the Board the financial statements of the Organization at such 
intervals and for such periods as the Board or the Health Assembly 
may determine.' 

"The modification as suggested would fix definite periods within which 
the Director-General should submit the financial statements. 

"It will be noted that the modified text refers only to financial 
statements and omits reference to the programme and budget estimates of 
the Organization, which are fully and specifically covered by Article 55 
of the proposed text." 

YUGOSLAVIA - text of letter dated 6 December 1952, received 16 December 1952 

"Referring to your letter of 6 October 1952 concerning amendments to 
the Constitution of the ¿ilbrld Health Organization, our Government is of the 
opinion that, as regards the proposal for biennial assemblies, the regular 
sessions of the World Health Assembly should be held as usual once a year. 
The reason is that such an amendment would bring about radical changes in 
the structure of the Organization itself. I consider that the annual 
sessions are veiy useful not only because of the meeting but also for the 
control of the work of WHO. 
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"If the Health Assemblies are held biennially, the Eegional Committees 
would have great difficulties, because they would have to prepare material for three 
years in advance, which is quite impracticable and not recommendable. 

"It is true that the Member States as well as the World Health 
Organization itself, would find it much cheaper to hold the assemblies once 
in every two years. However, I wonder if it is worthwhile depriving the 
delegates of meeting once a year, in view of the rapid development not only 
in medical sciences but also in the organizational forms of the health 
service. We consider that this should not be so and that the annual 
assembles are very useful. 

"For the sake of economizing, we propose that the session of the World 
Health Assembly should be reduced to 15 days, and that the daily meetings 
of the session be extended, if necessary. 

"Article 6l of the WHO Constitution provides that every Member State 
should submit its annual report to the Organization. We propose an 
amendment to this Article, namely, that the annual report be submitted 
before the session of the Regional Committees. 

"As regards the place of the assemblies, we propose that the Health 
Assembly meet in annual session in Geneva, because Geneva is a very suitable 
and accessible place, and there is no reason to change it. Besides, for 
the WHO itself it is much cheaper, as all the equipment necessary for the 
maintenance of such a great assembly are there. 

"In view of the mentioned facts, it is our opinion that it would not be 
necessary to make any amendments to the Article of the Constitution." 
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FBANCE - text of letter dated 26 March 1953, received 7 April 1953 

(Translation from the French) 

"In your circular letter CL.33.1952 (0D2-5 Biennial Assemblies), 
of 6 October 1952, you were kind enough to communicate to me the text of 
amendments to the WHO Constitution to provide for biennial World Health 
Assemblies. These draft amendments were adopted by the Executive Board 
during its eleventh session (EBII.E69) and will therefore, be submitted 
for examination by the Sixth World Health Assembly. 

"I have the honour to inform you that the new drafting envisaged 
for Articles 13, Ik, 15, 16, 26, 34 and 55 of the WHO Constitution meets 
with the approval of the French Government. Nevertheless, it is considered 
that the fixing by the Assembly of the frequency of the reports submitted 
by the Di:?ector-General to the Executive Board (Article 55) should be 
obligatory and not optional. 

"The new drafting of Article 55 would then be as follows: 

'The Director-General shall prepare and submit to the Board 
the programme and budget estimates of the Organization at such 
intervals and for such periods as the Health Assembly may determine. 
The Board shall consider and submit to the Health Assembly such 
programme'"and budget estimates, together with any recommendations 
the Board may deem advisable.'"* 

* 

Although a change in the drafting of Article 55 of the French text is 
proposed, it would not seem that any consequential change in required 
in the English text of the Article which is reproduced in its existing 
form in the translation of this letter. 


