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ASSIGNMENT TO REGIONS 

The Executive Board, in the report on its eleventh session, has provided 

the Health Assembly with the replies of certain Member States to the Director-

General's enquiry of 16 July 1952, (CL.22, 1952) on the criteria to be adopted 

in assigning territories of Members to the geographical areas defined in conformity 

late to be presented to the Executive Board: 

PORTUGAL - Letter dated 3 February 1953 (Translation from the French). 

The Portuguese Legation presents its compliments to the World Health 

Organization and, with reference to the Organization's communication CL.22, 1952, 

OD 20, of 16 July 1952, begs to state that the Portuguese Government is of the 

opinion that no advantage is to be gained from establishing rigid criteria for 

the assignment of territories to the geographical areas which 7JH0 has fixed for 

its activities. On the contrary, the Portuguese Government believes that, in 

view of the complexity of this problem, each case should be taken in the light 

of the special circumstances prevailing in each territory and with full knowledge 

of the desires expressed and technical and other reasons invoked by the various 

governments. 

In any case, the Portuguese Government wishes to make it clear that in its 

opinion there is no reason for any change in the assignment of territories which 

have already been definitely attached to one oí the geographical areas fixed by 

тою. 

STATE OF VIETNAM - Letter dated 21 February 1953 (Translation from the French) 

In reply to your letter CL.22,1952, 0D.20 dated 16 July 1952 I have the honour 

with Article 44 of the Constitution The following replies were received too 
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to inform you herewith of the point of view of my Government concerning the choice 

of a criterion for the assignment of Member States and Associate Members of WHO to 

geographical areas, defined in accordance with Article 44 of the Constitution. 

The Regional Committees being called upon to act in the interests of the 

countries which they represent, it is clear that the enquiries they are undertaking 

are not easy and the recommendations which they formulate cannot be implemented 

unless the countries concerned show great similarities in the technical, health, 

economic and social fields. 

Furthermore, to enable the delegates of the Governments to attend the meetings 

organized by the Committees easily and with minimum expenditure, geographical 

consideration should also play a part. 

My Government is happy to observe that these different factors have met with 

your attention. 

However, it is of the opinion that for the distribution of the countries within 

the various regions it is necessary above all to bear in mind firstly the wishes of 

the governments concerned which are, in fact, best capable of formulating an 

opinion on the advisability of assignment to any given region, and secondly the 

objectives pursued by the Organization in the region considered. 

KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA - Letter dated 3 March 1953 (Translation from the French) 

With reference to your Circular Letter CL.22,1952 of 16 July last, in which 

you request the opinion of the Royal Government of Cambodia with regard to the rules 

and criteria which should govern the assignment of any territory to one of the 

geographical areas as determined by Article 44 of the WHO Constitution, I have the 

honour to inform you that the Royal Government considers that the determining factor 

in the assignment of any territory to one of the WHO regions should be the wish 

expressed by the Member State or Associate Member, or insofar as territories not 

responsible for the conduct of their international relations are concerned, by the 

State to which that responsibility belongs. 



It would, in fact, seem that the authorities of the State concerned should be 

the most competent to decide which solution would be the most likely to facilitate 

the fullest possible application of Y/HO programmes. 

Finally, in the exercise of its right to choose any particular region for the 

assignment of a territory, the State concerned should take into consideration the 

requirements of effective administration as concerns WHO in the region in question. 
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Since the distribution of document Аб/15, the following reply has been 

received by the Director-General: 

KINGDOM OF LAOS letter dated 2J April 1953 (Translation from the French) 

"In reply to your letter No. 22/1952 relating to assignment to geographical 

regions, I have the honour to transmit to you hereunder the opinion of the 

competent services. 

"From the purely technical viewpoint, apart from any political consider-

ations, it is difficult to see why Laos should have been attached to the 

Western Pacific Region while Siam belongs to the South-East Asia Region. The 

peninsula, Siam, China and Burma, all form a closely related whole, with 

similar technical and pathological features so that these countries are linked 

more to India than to Japan, Australia and the other Pacific States. It 

would be more logical for them to be attached to the same region, thus 

facilitating technical relations and interchange of documentation, and the 

common study of preventive measures. 

"The assignment of Laos to South-East Asia - which would seem normal -

would place the Kingdom in the same region as Siam but, in the present circum-

stances would separate it from Cambodia and ?iet«Nam and a prejudicial division 

would therefore still exist. It is therefore, desirable that this suggestion 

be studied in consultation with the two States mentioned so that the South-East 

Asia Region may form a whole linked together by identical or very similar 

health and nosological considerations." 


