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The Director-General has the honour to call to the attention of the Assembly the 
1 • resolution adopted by the Economic and Social Council of 20 March 1951, entitled 

Development of a Twenty-Year Programme on Achieving Peace through the United Nations. 

"The Economic and Social Council, 
Having considered the memorandum of the Secretary-General (document E/1900) 

concerning the development of a twenty-year programme for achieving peace through 
the United Nations and bearing upon points 6, 7 and 8 of that programme, being those 
which fall directly within the Council's competence; 

Noting that the three points mentioned in that document have been directly or 
indirectly examined at the present session of the Council in relation to various 
items upon its agenda, and that progress has been made on this occasion; 

Reaffirming its constant desire to contribute, within the limits of its competence, 
to the mobilization of all means at its disposal for developing friendly relations 
between nations with a view to the maintenance of world peace; 

1. Takes note of the memorandum presented by the Secretary-General; and 

2. Invites the attention of the competent subsidiary bodies of the Council as 
well as that of the specialized agencies to this Memorandum, with a view to their 
studying it in the light of General Assembly resolution 494 (V) of 20 November 1950". 

2 
Resolution 494 (V) of the General Assembly of the United Nations, to which 

reference is made above, is as follows: 
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"The General Assembly, 

"Having considered the "Memorandum of points for consideration-in the develop-
ment of a 20-year programme for achieving peace through the United Nations" submit-
ted by the Secretary-General (A/1304), 

"Noting that progress has been made by the present session of the General 
Assembly with regard to certain of the points contained in the memorandum of the 
Secretary-General, 

"Reaffirming its constant desire that all the resources of the United Nations 
Charter be utilized for the development of friendly relations between nations and 
the achievement of universal peace, 

"1. Commends the Secretary-General for his initiative in preparing his 
memorandum and presenting it to the General Assembly} 

"2. Requests the appropriate organs of the United Nations to give consideration 
to those portions of the memorandum of the Secretary-General with which they are 
particularly concerned; 

"3. Requests these organs to inform the General Assembly at its sixth 
session, through the Secretary-General, of any progress achieved through such 
consideration." 

3 
The three points of the Secretary»General's programme^ which relate directly 

to the work of the Economic and Social Couneil and the Specialized Agencies are as 
follows: 

"6. A sound and active programme of technical assistance for economic 
development and encouragement of brcad-seale capital investment, using 
all appropriate private, governmental and inter-governmental resources; 

"7. More vigorous use by all Member Governments of the specialized agencies 
of the United Nations to promote, in the words of the Charter, 'higher 
standards of living, full employment and conditions of economic and 
social progress'; 
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"8. Vigorous and continued development of the work of the United Nations 
for wider observance and respect fcr human rights and fundamental 
freedoms throughout the world." 

The Assembly may wish to note broadly the following excerpts from the 
memorandum4 on the above subject, submitted by the Secretary-General to the 
Economic and Social Council at its Twelfth Session: 

"17. Point 7 of the Secretary-General's twenty-year programme has the 
following major aspects: 

(a) Use of the specialized agencies by the Member Governments ; 
(b) Support of the programmes of the specialized agencies by 
appropriate national measures to render these programmes effective 
(c) Possibility of enlarging the membership of the specialized agencies. 

"18. As far as sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 17 is concerned, the United 
Nations family of organizations is potentially by far the most effective 
machinery the world has ever had for organized international action to 
eliminate human misery through persistent, practical, day-to-day programmes. 
These organizations are vitally important tools in a long-range programme 
aimed at eliminating the economic and social causes of war. The United 
Nations and the specialized agencies, however, can only act with the support 
and at the invitation of their member governments both singly and collectively. 
The field covered by them is so vast that, only by concentrating the limited 
resources available on tasks of primary importance and significance, can 
international action hope to achieve really substantial results in terms not 
only of the economic and social betterment of the peoples of the world but 
also of the development of international solidarity and the consolidation of 
peaceful and friendly international relationships. A concerted and continuous 
effort to keep these activities, in focus is necessary to compensate for the 
smallness of the physical resources at the disposal of international 
organizations and to preserve the dynamic quality of international action. 
It is precisely this type of leadership which the Economic and Social 
Council is best situated to give. 
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"19. With respect to sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 17, the kind of action 
contemplated under sub-paragraph (a) of that paragraph can never be effective 
if it relies purely on the activity of the international agencies as such. 
The work of the United Nations and the specialized agencies by its very 
nature depends upon a response by national administrations and agencies to 
international initiatives. The principal aim of United Nations activities 
in the economic and social field is to stimulate or to assist national 
measures for the raising of standards of living and for the improvement of 
the economic and social conditions of peoples. Without such a national 
response the work of the international agencies will always run the risk of 
being frustrated nor can these agencies develop their full potential 
influence for good unless governments give them an important place in their 
policies. It was precisely this preoccupation which underlay General 
Assembly resolution 119 (II) which recommended that, in...fulfilment of Article 
64 of the Charter, the Secretary-General should report annually to the 
Council and that the Council should report to the General Assembly on steps 
taken by Members to give effect to the recommendations of the Economic and 
Social Council as well as to the recommendations made by the General Assembly 
on economic and social matters." 

"22. As regards sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 17, the administrative 
Committee on Co-ordination at its ninth session in May 1950 issued the 
following unanimous statement: 

"The United Nations and the specialized agencies are 
founded upon the principles that lasting world peace can only 
be achieved and maintained by world organization, and that 
world problems like disease, hunger, ignorance and poverty, 
which recognize no frontier, can never be overcome unless all 
the nations join in universal efforts to these ends. 

We affirm the validity of this principle of universality. 
The United Nations system makes ample гост for diversity within 
a universal framework. We believe it would be a disaster if 
efforts to realize the principle of universality in practice 
were to be abandoned now. 



We believe that the greatest efforts should, on the 
contrary, be directed towards achieving in fact true 
universality in the membership and programmes of the United 
Nations and of those of the specialized agencies which 
are founded on that principle." 

"23. On the same subject the General Assembly at its fifth session passed 
a resolution in the following terms: 

"The General Assembly 

"Considering the principle of international co-operation 
as an important condition for the full success of the activities 
of the specialized agencies, 

"Noting that some of the specialized agencies do not enjoy 
participation of all. Member States in their work, 

"Expresses tha hope that those Members not participating 
at the present time may find their way to assume or resume as 
soon as possible full participation in the specialized agencies." 

"24. The Secretary-General believes that the widest possible membership, 
and participation in the work of the international organizations should 
be accepted as a cardinal objective and that all appropriate means of 
furthering that objective should be carefully considered." 

It is believed that the transmission to the Economic and Social Council of the 
Annual Report of the Director-General to the United Nations and the World Health 
Assembly fulfils the request made by the General Assembly in paragraph 3 of its 
resolution. 

The Assembly may wish to consider the action which Member States might take, 
both singly and collectively, in order to achieve more vigorous use of the 
Specialized agencies and, in particular, of the World Health Organization. 


