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By a resolution (295(XI)B) adopted on 16 August 1950, the Economic and 

Social Council approved the establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee to report, after 

consultation with the Secretary-General, on the organization and operation of the 

Council and its Commissions. Since some aspects of the organization and operation 

of the Economic and Social Council are of particular concern to the specialized 

agencies, the Secretary-General invited comment on this subject at the meetings 

of the Preparatory Committee of Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, -which 

were held in the autumn of 1950. Ш 0 submitted suggestions concerning the 

examination by the Economic and Social Council of the programmes of Specialized 

Agencies before such programmes are put into operation. 

The Ad Hoc Committee held its first formal meeting in April 1951. It 

recommended that, as an experiment, during 1952 and 1953» the Economic and Social 

Council should hold three sessions a year: the first starting in February to 

consider social and human rights questions and the Council's business for the 

year; the second, starting 1 April, to consider economic questions; and the 

third immediately before the General Assembly, to consider co-ordination and 

priorities including the reports of specialized agencies. The Committee also 

recommended that, whenever possible, the Council discuss matters in plenary session 
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and deal with subjects in related groups on a schedule to be fixed well.in 

advance. 

The same recommendations of the Committee provide that certain of the 

functional commissions of the Council be discontinued, that others meet only 

until current business is despatched and that a third group meet when convened 

by the Council on the recommendation of the Secretary-General. The Regional 

Economic Commissions will be considered at a later meeting. 

Should the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee be adopted it is hoped 

that they will not unduly increase the burden which this Organization must 

assume in order to ensure representation by appropriate officers at the meetings 

of the Council and its subordinate bodies. 

HO, like some of the other specialized agencies, has encountered difficulties 

from time to time concerning its participation in the work of the Council, its 

committees and in the committees of the General Assembly. The Secretary-General 

has offered co-operation in arrangements to enable the representatives of 

specialized agencies to attend those meetings at which they wish to be present, 

and at which matters of concern to them are under discussion. 


