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The Government of Japan has applied for membership in the World Health 

Organization. This request was made within the time limit required by Article 96 

of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly. 

The application and related correspondence are reproduced below; further 

information will'be given when received. 

LETTER DATED 6 FEBRUARY 1951 FROM THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF JAPAN TO 
THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL: 

The Minister for; Foreign Affairs of Japan presents his compliments to the 

Director-General of the World Health Organization and has the honour to state that, 

the Japanese Government wishes to apply for full membership in the Organization, 

in accordance with Article 6 of the Constitution of the Organization. 

The Japanese Government, with due regard to the Japanese people1s keen 

interest in the objectives and functions of the Organization, accepts the 

principles underlying its Constitution and is ready to perform whatever duties 

and obligations may be required of it as a member under the Constitution. 

The Japanese Government will be ready, upon being admitted to the Organization, 

to accept the Protocol Concering "the Office International d'Hygiene Publique" 

concluded on 22 July 1946 and will, at the appropriate time, take necessary steps 

to withdraw from the Office International d*Hygiene Publique established under 

the Rome Agreement signed on 9 December 1907. 

The Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers in Japan has given his active 

support to the desire of the Japanese People and the Japanese Government to 

participate in the functions of the Organization. 
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The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan, therefore, requests the 

Director-General of the World Health Organization to be good enough to take the ' 

necessary steps so that the present application of Japan might be given due 

consideration. It is hereby added that the constitutional processes of Japan will , 

require the approval of the Diet, prior to the deposit of an instrument of 

acceptance, 

MEMORANDUM DATED 20 DECEMBER 1950 FROM THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF JAPAN 
TO GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, SUFREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS : 

1, Reference i Article 6 of the Constitution of the World Health 

Organization which reads as follows: 

"Subject to the conditions of any agreement between the United Nations 
and the Organization, approved pursuant to Chapter XVI, States which do 
not become Members in accordance with Articles 4 and 5 may apply to become 
Members and shall be admitted as Members when their application has been 
approved by a simple majority vote of the Health Assembly", 

2, It is requested that the General Headquarters, Supreme Commander for the 

Allied Powers, be good enough to give favouretole consideration for possible future 

application of Japan for membership in the above reference World Health 

Organization. 

MEMORANDUM DATED 15 JANUARY 1951 FROM THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICES OF THE ALLIED 
FORCE TO THE JAPANESE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS: 

SUBJECT: Request for Authorization for Application for 
Membership in World Health Organization 

1, Reference is made to FCM No. 2533 (TT) of 20 December 1950, subject 

as above, 

2, Since this Headquarters considers that the Japanese Government is fully 

responsible for its international relations in matters of health, the Japanese 

Government is authorized to apply directly to the Director-General of the World 

Health Organization for full membership in that body, 

3, It is suggested that tne letter of application outline clearly the 

required procedure for ratification by the Diet of any instrument of adherence 
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* to the Organization which may be formulated by the Japanese Government. 

4. It is further suggested that the letter of application indicate Japan's 

^ willingness to assent to the arrangements concluded on 22 July 1946 between 

the Organization and the Office International d'Hygiène Publique and that Japan 

will, at the appropriate time, take the necessary steps to withdraw from the 

latter. 

5. It is requested that this Headquarters be furnished with a copy of such 

application as is herein authorized. To be considered at the Fourth World Health 

Assembly in May 1951, such application must be received by the Director-General 

at least thirty days before the opening of the Assembly. 
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APPLICATION BY JAPAN 

The following additional information has been received concerning the application 

for membership of Japan: 

The Emperor, with the advice and approval of the Cabinet, shall perform 

the following acts in matters of state on behalf of the peoples 

Promulgation of amendments of the constitution, laws, cabinet orders 

and treaties. 

Convocation of the Diet. 

Dissolution of the House of Representatives. 

Proclamation of general election of members of the Diet. 

Attestation of the appointment and dismissal of Ministers of State 

and other officials as provided for by law, and of full powers 

and credentials of Ambassadors and Ministers. 

Attestation of general and special amnesty, commutation of punishment, 

reprieve, and restoration of rights. 

Awarding of honours. 

Attestation of instruments of ratification and other diplomatic 

documents as provided for by law. 

THE CONSTITUTION OF JAPAN 

Chapter I. The Emperor 

Article 7 
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Receiving foreign ambassadors and ministers. 

Performance of ceremonial functions. 

Chapter V. The Cabinet 

Article 73 

The Cabinet, in addition to other general administrative functions, 

shall perform the following functions: 

Administer the law faithfully; conduct affairs of state. 

Manage foreign affairs. 

Conclude treaties. However, it shall obtain prior or, depending on 

circumstances, subsequent approval of the Diet. 

Administer the civil service, in accordance with standards established 

by law. 

Prepare the budget, and present it to the Diet, 

Enact cabinet orders in order to execute the provisions of this 

Constitution and of the law. However, it cannot include penal 

provisions in such cabinet orders unless authorized by such law. 

Decide on general amnesty, special amnesty, commutation of punishment, 

reprieve, and restoration of rights. 


