
 

AFR/RC38/R13: 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

Having considered the report of the Regional Director that outlines the considerable 

adverse effects of dracunculiasis (guinea-worm disease) on health, agriculture, education and the 

quality of life in affected areas of the Region; 

 

Recognizing the special opportunity afforded by the International Drinking Water Supply 

and Sanitation Decade (1981-1990) to combat dracunculiasis; 

 

Stressing the importance of maximizing the benefits to health by using intersectoral 

approach and community mobilization in the context of primary health care; 

 

Aware of the progress achieved in the implementation of action plans in several Member 

States for the control of guinea-worm disease since the International Workshop in Washington 

DC in 1982; 

 

1. ENDORSES the efforts of eradicate this infection, in association with the 

International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade; 

 

2. ENDORSES a combined strategy of provision of safe sources for drinking-water, 

active surveillance, health education, vector control and personal prophylaxis for 

eradicating the infection; 

 

3. CALLS ON all affected Member countries: 

 

(i) to established as quickly as possible, within the context of primary health care, 

plans of action for eradication of dracunculiasis by 1995, giving high priority 

to endemic areas in providing safe sources of drinking water; 

 

(ii) to intensify national surveillance of dracunculiasis, and report the resulting 

information regularly to WHO; 

 

4. INVITES bilateral and international development agencies, private voluntary 

organizations, foundations, agencies and appropriate regional organizations: 

 

(i) to assist countries’ efforts to add, within the context of primary health care, a 

dracunculiasis, control component to on-going or new water supply 

development in the rural areas, health education and agricultural programmes 

in endemic areas by providing required support; 

 

(ii) to provide extra-budgetary funds for this effort; 

 

5. URGES the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to identify coordination with other international organizations and bilateral 

agencies for mobilizing the necessary resources in support of dracunculiasis 

eradication activities in affected countries; 

 

(ii) to intensify regional surveillance so as to monitor trends in prevalence and 

incidence of this disease and encourage cooperation and coordination between 

adjacent endemic countries; 

 



 

(iii) to submit a report on the status of these activities in the countries concerned to 

the Regional Committee at its thirty-ninth session. 
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