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•Communication of 1.5 August 1.950 received from the Minister of Poland at Bern"1" 

"By order of the Government of the Republic of Poland, I have the honour 
to bring to the attention of the General Direction of the World Health 
Organization the following: 

Poland gave her adhesion to the World Health Organization in the firm 
belief that the Constitution of the World Health Organization provided the 
basis for action in eliminating the effects of the war, in raising the health 
levels of all the peoples of the world and in helping the fight for a lasting 
peace^ against aggressive warfare, which is the cause and source of disease 
and human suffering,.. 

Unfortunately it became apparent already at the first Plenary Session of 
the T.'orld Health Organization, that one State, the United States of America, 
demanded a special status within the Organization, especially as regards the 
budget of the O r g a n i z a t i o n T h e Polish Delegation drew attention to this 
manifest violation of the statutory dispositions of the World Health 
Organization,, But the United States Government continually opposed the 
decisions of the World Health Organization, violated its decisions and submitted 
the World Health Organization to its own political ends., 

Thus_s during its third session in Geneva, the Executive Board learned and 
approved of the action of the Director-General in attempting to arrange for the 
export of six "Podbielniak extractors" from the United States of North America 
into certain European countries, among them Poland, in order to increase 
production of penicillin, a substance of capital importance for health,, 
However, the United States of North America refused to carry out this 
recommendation of the Executive Board of the World Health Organization, In the 
same manner, they have rendered impossible the exchange of information on 
antibiotics research concerning such products aá streptomycin, aureomycin, etc,, 
thus prejudicing the basic principle of the World Health Organization that each 
country may participate in results obtained anywhere in the field of health 
protection,. At the same time the Government of Poland must also state that the 
World Health Organization, despite a decision previously taken by the Director-
General and subsequently endorsed by the Executive Board of WHO, has allowed 
that attitude of the United States, an attitude which is contrary to the 
elementary humanitarian principles, to go unchallenged» 

i 
The fact that ".HO did not make any objection when the "Committee of 

Experts on Health Matters" was formed within the framework of the Western Union, 
an Organization of obviously aggressive character, further shows how WHO gave 
in to American pressure and how it shifted to political positions which are 
contrary to the concept of peacec. This happened in spite of protests raised 
by several delegations which during the Second World Health Assembly revealed 

Translation f r M . French 
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the contradiction which existed between this attitude and the principles 
expressed in Articles 44 and 4$ of the Constitution of T.HO. Furthermore, T.HO 
has never raised its voice against the criminal plans for using atomic as well 
as bacteriological weapons. 

Lastly, YfflO has lately given further proof of its lack of faith in the 
principles which should guide its work, as well as of its complete surrender 
to the imperialistic States, and in particular to the United States, in 
admitting as Members the unrepresentative cliques of Bao-Dai and of Li Syn Man, 
and in inviting the Kuomintang clique to the Third Yiorld Health Assembly. 

The Polish Delegation has repeatedly protested during the sessions of the 
Assemblies as'well as of the Executive Board against the submission of ТЛЮ to 
such a policy. At the same time the Polish Delegation has made suggestions 
designed to maintain the true'character of the "ЛЮ by the strict observance and* 
execution of its Constitution. These suggestions were systematically rejected. 

Taking these facts into consideration, the Government of the Republic of 
Poland declines to take any responsibility for the orientation of the activities 
of ".HO and for their submission to the imperialistic policy of the powers 
preparing a new war, and signifies ty the present letter its decision to 
withdraw from '. HO. 

At the same time the Government of the Republic of Poland expresses its 
willingness to co-operate in the field of health with all nations devoted to 
peace and opposed to war s of aggression. 

Bern, 15 August 1950 (Signed) JULIAN PRZYBOS 
Minister of Poland." 

Reply from the Director-General transmitted on 22 August 1950"̂ " 

"Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communication dated 

15 August 1950 by which you notify me of the decision_of the Government of 

Poland to withdraw from the Y.'orld Health Organization, 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(signed) Dr t S.S. Sokhey 
Acting Director-General" 

The Minister of Poland 
Legation of the Republic of Poland 
Bern 

Translation from. French 


