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1. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS AS REVISED BY
THE DRAFTING SUB -COMMITTEE (Continued) (Documents A3-- 4 /SR /60 Add.2,
A3- 4 /SR /60 Corr,2)

The Special Committee resumed consideration of document A3- 4 /SR /60 Add.2

with Chapter IV - Smallpox (pp. 2 and 3), discussion of which had been deferred

pending the combination by the Drafting Sub -Committee of the proposals of the

United Kingdom delegation (A3- 4 /SR /61) and the United States delegation (A3- 4/SR/63).

Article 74 - no observations

Article 75

Dr. HALAWANI (Egypt) said that, according to a previous decision, the words

"or be vaccinated and then placed under surveillance" should be inserted in

paragraph 2.

It was agreed to correct the English text of the last part of the first

sentence in paragraph 2 to read:

"may be required to be vaccinated, or may be placed under surveillance,
or be vaccinated and then placed under surveillance ".

Article 76 - no observations

Article 77

Decision: On the proposal of Dr. BELL (United States of America), it
was agreed to delete "or suspect" in paragraph 1(c)(i) and to insert
in paragraph 1 (c)(ii) the word "baggage" before "used bedding".

Article 78

Article 79

- no observations

- no observations
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Articles 2, 10B, 22, 28 and 85 (document A3- 4 /SR /60 Corr.2)

Article 2

The Article was adopted subject to the insertion of the vo rd "inclusive ",

after "Articles 3 to 8A ", in paragraph 2 of the English text.

Article 10B

Mr. STO MAN (United States of America) suggested that the final phrase be

amended to read ",....the priority shall be the highest accorded to telegrams and

telephone calls under international telecommunication agreements ". He disagreed

with a proposal by Mr. HASELGROVE (United Kingdom) to insert the word "such"

before "telegrams ", saying that it would be equivalent to a limitation.

A long discussion ensued. The United Kingdom delegation took the view that

it was not for the Special Committee, or the Health Assembly to attempt to

legislate regarding the priority wiich should be accorded in any circumstances:

they could only state that it should be "the highest priority available to such

telegrams under international telecommunication agreements ". It was for the

International Telecommunication Union to decide the priority which could be given

to any telegram or telephone call. The question.was understood to be on the

agenda of the forthcoming general conference of the Union. The object of Article

10B was to ensure that governments would use the highest priority available.

The United States delegation, on the other hand, held that it w uld be

meaningless to use the words "such telegrams, etc." The point at issue was whether

the committee should be satisfied with the rights conferred by the international

telecommunication agreements or whether they should ensure the priority desired

for health administrations. In táó :opinion of the United States delegation,
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epidemiological telegrams should receive the highest priority, irrespective of

whether such priority was accorded under ITU conventions and irrespective of any

conflict between those Conventions and the provisions of Article 10B.

M. GEERAERTS (Belgium) said that the question had been discussed at length

in the Drafting Sub -Committee and the txt submitted had been drafted in the

widest possible sense so as to obtain all the advantages likely to result from

any further convention which might be adopted by ITU. In his opinion, it might

be dangerous to be more precise.

Mr. HOSTIE, Chairman of the Legal Committee of the Expert Committee on

International Epidemiology and Quarantine, stated that under existing International

Sanitary Conventions there was a clear -out priority for epidemiological telegrams

and telephone calls. By the provisions of Article 99 of the draft Regulations,

it was proposed to abrogate those conventions, but, in lieu, it was not at

present possible to take advantage of the benefits of the ITU conventions because

any changes in the existing ITU convention could only come into operation at a

later date. The present ITU conventions and regulations were unsatisfactory, but

legally the provisions of the existing International Sanitary Conventions relating

to telecommunications priorities, being special provisions, whereas the ITU

convention was a set of general provisions, would remain in force until abrogated

by Article 99 of WHO Regulations No. 2,

In reply to Er. BEVANS (United States of America), Mr. Hostie considered

that the Special Committee had the right to make provision in the Regulations for

priority.

Mr. BEVANS (United States of America) proposed that the phrase be amended by

deleting the word "available" and stating that tt....... the priority shall be the
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highest accorded to telegrams or telephone calls" and a vote was taken.

Decision: The proposal was adopted by l0 votes to 6.

Article 22 - no observations

Articles 28 and 85

The Articles were adopted, subject to the addition to paragraph 2 of Article

2S of the words: "and to supervise the application of the provisions of Article

24 :n

Article 54 (document A3 -°4/60 Cont.l)

Dr. BIRAUD (Secretary) said he had been instructed by the Director -General,

who had had consultations with the WHO officials concerned with biological

standardization, to say that the text adopted by the committee for paragraph 2 of

Article 54 might cause serious difficulties. The latter part of the paragraph was

acceptable but there was objection to the statement that standards for anti -cholera

vaccines might be drawn up in the form of regulations.

The Director- General has been adivsed that the Expert Committee on Biological

Standardization did not wish the various standards which had gradually been estab-

lished and modified when necessary to be crystallized in the form of regulations

since it mould be difficult to make, sufficiently quickly, the modifications

required to keep pace with the progress of science. The same applied to other

recommended practices in relation to insecticides, etc.

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) thought that the objections of the Secretariat

were based on a misinterpretation of the committee's decision. It had been decided

as the only correct legal solution, that countries could continue to use their own

standards until the Organization had adopted regulations.
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So long as countries were prepared voluntarily to accept standards recommended

by the Organization, there was no need to specify them in regulations. But the

committee should not attempt to make such standards indirectly binding on States

since Governments not prepared to accept them would make reservations in respect

of Article 54. It vo uld therefore be dangerous, in his opinion, to revise the

decision already taken.

Dr, HALAWANI (Egypt) thought that the Article as drafted implied that there

were at present no recognized standards for vaccines.

The SECRETARY suggested deleting the first part of paragraph 2 which would

then read: "The standards for anti -cholera vaccines in force in the countries where

the vaccine is administered shall be accepted ".

The CHAIRMAN proposed to add, at the end of that sentence "by all health

administrations".

Mr. HOSTIE said that, legally, the amendment would be in order.

Decision: Paragraph 2 was adopted as amended.

Parts IX and X and Amendments to Appendices 1 to 6 - Document A3- 4 /SR /60 Cont.2

It was agreed to adopt, without further scrutiny, document A3- 4 /SR /60 Cont.2.

2, DRAFT RESOLUTION ON SPECIAL MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION OF ISOLATED
COMMUNITIES PROPOSED BY THE DELEGATION OF DENMARK (Document A3- 4/SR/67)

Dr. LORCK (Denmark) introduced the draft resolution on special measures for

the protection of isolated communities which the delegation of Denmark proposed

should be submitted by the Special Committee to the Health Assembly for considera-

tion and adoption.
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Professor ALIVISATOS (Greece) recalling the epidemic of measles in the Faroe

Islands in 1848 when the whole population'was affected with the exception of

persons over the age of 70, stressed that it was very difficult to take measures

for protection against many communicable diseases because infection was passed on

during the incubation period. For that reason he felt that the Danish proposal

was premature.

Decision: The draft resolution proposed by the delegation of
Denmark was adopted.

3. DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE COSTS OF ISOLATION PROPOSED BY THE DELEGATION OF
THE UNITED KINGDOM (Document A3- 4/SR/66)

Mr. HASELGROVE (United Kingdom) said the draft resolution on costs of

isolation had been prepared by the delegation of the United Kingdom in collabora-

tion with the delegation of India.

Dr. EL -FAR, Bey (Egypt) opposed the draft resolution. A passenger who had to

be isolated because he had not fulfilled his obligations under the Regulations

should bear the expense involved.

Dr. HALAVPANI (Egypt), considering that it was unjustifiable to impose on

governments the expenses of isolation which might be considerable, proposed

deferring a vote on the resolution pending further consideration.

Decision: The proposal of the delegate of Egypt was adopted by 7
votes to 4.

4, ARRIVAL OF THE CHIEF DELEGATE OF VIET -NAM

The Special Committee invited the Chief Delegate for Viet -Nam, who had just

arrived to take part in the meeting.
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5. DRAFT MEMORANDUM INTRODUCING THE INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS AND.
OUTLINING THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THEY ARE BASED (Item 7 of the Agenda)
(Document A3-4 /SR /7)

The CHAIRMAN said the Expert Committee on Epidemiology and Quarantine had

requested the Secretariat to dravr;up.an'emorandum for submission to the Special

Committee together with the drafi International Sanitary Regulations, giving a

short history of events leading up to the preparation of the Regulations and a

brief general explanation of the situation with regard to quarantinable diseases

and the measures which it was proposed should be taken. The expert committee had

felt that if an explanatory document accompanied the Regulations the need to

include recommendations therein mould be overcome. The Secretariat in preparing

the document, had consulted members of the expert committee, but the time avail-

able would hardly permit of its consideration by the Special Committee. He asked

for views on whether the document prepared by the Secretariat should be forwarded

to the Health Assembly or whether a short resolution should be adopted suggesting

to the Health Assembly that an explanatory memorandum, which might be somewhat

fuller than the one for the Committee, should be sent to governments with the

Regulations.

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands) seconded and Dr. BELL (United States of

America) and Dr. PADUA (Philippines) supported the second alternative suggested

by the Chairman.

Replying to Dr. HALAWANI (Egypt) who asked what was the legal value of the

document in relation to the Regulations, Mr. HOSTIE said it should be made clear

that such a memorandum was not a part of the Regulations and would have no binding

legal effect. On the other hand, it mould express opinions which, although not

authoritative in the legal sense of the word, mould no doubt be an extremely

valuable guide for the interpretation of the Regulations.
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Dr. HALAWANI (Egypt) considered that if the document had a semi -legal value,

it should be discussed in detail by the Special Committee because it might contain

views which were not held by sours of the members.

The CHAIRMAN explained that if his proposal were adopted no further action

would be taken on the document prepared by the Secretariat.

Decisions:
(1) A vote was taken and it was unanimously decided to submit a

recommendation to the Health Assembly that an explanatory
memorandum should accompany the International Sanitary
Regulations when distributed to governments.

(2) A draft resolution,on the following lines, as proposed by the
Secretary, was approved for submission to the Health Assembly:

"The Special Committee proposes the following resolution to the

Health Assembly for consideration:

The Fourth World Health Assembly,

Considering the need for full and precise understanding
of the Regulations by the health administrations which
are to apply them,

INVITES the Director -General to prepare a memorandum
giving such technical and legal explanations of the different
chapters of WHO Regulations No.2, as will facilitate their
understanding, adoption and later application by the national
health administrations.°

6, DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE CRITERIA TO BE ADOPTED IN DELINEATING YELLOW -FEVER
ENDEMIC ZONES PROPOSED BY THE DELEGATION OF BELGIUM (Document A3- 4/SR/46 Rev,1)

M. BOSMANS (Belgium) recalled that under Article 63 of the Regulations yellow -

fever endemic zones were to be delimited by WHO in consultation with the States

concerned, The Special Committee having deemed it inadvisable to study the

criteria on which delineation should be based, the Belgian delegation proposed

that the draft resolution contained in Document A3- 4 /SR /46 Rev.l should be

presented to the Health Assembly for approval.
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Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands ) seconded the proposal.

The SECRETARY suggested and the delegate of Belgium accepted the following

amendment to the operative paragraph of the draft resolution: "REQUESTS the

Executive Board and the Director -General to take the steps necessary for the

study and determination of the criteria to be adopted in the delimitation of

yellow -fever endemic areas in accordance with WHO Regulations No.2" (original in

French - unofficial translation).

Decision: The draft resolution proposed by the delegation of
Belgium was adopted as amended.

7. FINAL REVISION OF THE DRAFT INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS

The CHAIRMAN said. the Chairman of the Drafting Sub -Committee had suggested

that the Secretariat should complete the preparation of the final text of the

Regulations, if possible by May 9 but in any case not later than May 11, and that

the Members of the Drafting Sub -Committee still in Geneva should then carry-out a

final revision of the whole text for the purposes of co- ordination of the French

and English texts and to ensure consistency', without in any way modifying the

substance. The Special Committee would be convened as a Committee of the Fourth

World Health Assembly probably on or before Thursday, May 17, for formal approval

of the Regulations before submission to the Fourth World Health Assembly by its

Rapporteur, Dr. Raja.

The SECRETARY said that the Secretariat would do its best to prepare the

final text by May 11 at the latest.

Decision: It was agreed that the Drafting Sub -Committee should review
a final text of the Regulations prepared by the Secretariat.
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8. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION

The CHAIRMAN, in closing the session said that the Special Committee

owed a particular debt of gratitude to the Drafting Sub -Committee, whose

smooth, regular work had obviated any delay in the proceedings in plenary

session. He warmly thanked the members of the committee for their

unfailing goodwill and readiness to compromise during the discussions and

expressed appreciation of the work of the Secretariat.

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands), supported by Dr PADUA (Philippines)

thanked the Chairman on behalf of the Special Committee for the very able

way in which he had conducted the proceedings under conditions made

difficult by the complexity of the subject and the shortness of the time

available.

The CHAIRMAN declared the session closed.

The session was closed at 11.30 a.m.


