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Report of the Drafting Sub-Committee 

1. The Drafting Sub-Committee was set up on the 10 April 1951 by the Special 

Committee which had been established by the Third World Health Assembly to 

consider the Draft International Sanitary Regulations. 

2. The Sub-Committee met continuously during the session of the p'arent 

Special Committee, from 10 April to 3 May 1951, and reviewed the texts of .. 

the Articles of the Draft Regulations as they were amended or altered by the 

Special Committee. 

3. New texts were drawn up, taking into account the final .decisions of the 

Special Committee. Concordance throughout the Regulations and agreement between 

the English and French texts was thus able to be ensured. The Drafting Committee 

submitted the reviewed texts to the parent Committee. 

4. The last meeting was held during the 10, 11 and 12 May to prepare the 

text for review by the Special Commit te-e on International Sanitary Regulations 

before the final text was submitted for approval and adoption by the Fourth 

World Health Assembly. 

4.1 The Sub-Committee was composed of the delegations of Belgium, Chili, 

France, Italy, Laos, United Kingdom and the United States of America, 

4.2 These delegations elected members to attend the meetings of the Sub-

Committee , 

4.3 Mr. H.B. Calderwood (United States) was elected Chairman. 
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4.4 M. L.Geeraerts (Belgium) was elected Vice-Chairman. 

4.5 The Sub-Committee had the benefit of advioe from. M, J.Hostie, Chairman 

of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Expert Committee on International Epidemiology 

and Quarantine. 

4.6 Drs, Biraud and Stuart of WHO Secretariat acted as Secretaries to the Sub-

Committee, assisted by M. de Brancion and Miss Davies of the Headquarters' 

Section of Sanitary Conventions and Quarantine. 

5. Document АЗ-4/SR/l Rev.l - a document including the revised texts of the 

International Sanitary Regulations, of Appendices 1 to 6 concerning the Forms 

and Certificates, and of Annexes A and В idating to the Pilgrimage - results 

from the deliberations of the Drafting Sub-Committee and, therefore, forms, 

in the main, the report of the Sub-Committee, 

6. There are, however, ten points - either inconsistencies which remain 

to be cleared or other matters on which the Drafting Sub-Committee have 

introduced an amended text to improve clarity - which are now brought to 

the attention of the Special Committee s 

(i) Article 6 (Article 6) paragraph 2, permits an iftfected local area 

outside an endemic yellow fever area to be declared free from infection 

one month after the reduction of the Aë'des aegypti index to not more than 1 %. 

A foyer, however, is defined, as regards yellow fever, when the first case 

of human yellow fever transmitted by Afe'des aegypti or any other vector óf 

epidemic human yellow fever occurs. No account is taken in the Article of 

the "other vectors of epidemic human yellow fever". 

(ii) Article 17A (Article 20) paragraph 2. It was considered that.the 

intention of the Special Committee was to limit the mosquito proofing of a 

direct transit area, in a yellow fever endemic zone or a receptive area, to 

the actual buildings within such an area. The phrase "Any building within 

a. " has accordingly been introduced at the commencement of the 

paragraph of this Article. 
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(iii) Article 63 (Article 70) paragraph 2 permits the removal of a local 

area from the endemic yellow fever zone if the Afe'des aegypti index has 

remained for a period of one year below 1 %, A -ftllow fever endemic zone 

by definition means an area in which Afe'des aegypti or any other vector of 

epidemic human yellow fever is present but is not responsible for the 

maintenance of the virus which persists among jungle animals over long 

periods of time. No account is. taken in the Article of the "other vectors 

of epidemic human yellow fever". 

(iv) Article 75 (Article 83). This Article has been considerably recasted 

with, it is believed, resultant greater clarity. At the same time the 

necessary reference to the Certificate of Vaccination against Smallpox 

has been included in the text of the Regulations. 

(v) Article 99 (Article 105). This Article has been divided into two 

paragraphs to enable the definition between those conventions and 

agreements which are to be replaced and that one which, for the 

large part, is to remain in force, to be made more clear. 

(vi) Article 103 (Article 109). The period for reservation or rejection 

in Artiele*100 (Article 106) has been increased from 9 months to 12 months. 

The date, therefore, on which the.Regulations shall come into force should 

also be advanced by 3 months, i.e. 18 months after the date of adoption. 

However, if the period of 12 months stays in Article 100 (Article 106) 

the World Health Assembly in 1952 will not be able to consider any.reservations 

received. Such consideration would have to be postponed until 1953» Further, 

if the proposal on the holding of biennal assemblies is approved and adopted, 

it would be 1954 before the reservations could be considered by an Assembly. 

(vii) Article 109 (Article 114). Administrative difficulties are likely to 

arise, unless this Article is accepted by the great majority of States. 

The existence of two types of International Certificate of Vaccination 

against Cholera and Smallpox and Yellow Fever may cause confusion. 

(viii) Appendix 2 ~ International Certificate of Vaccination against Cholera. 

The wording, in the first paragraph of the rules of this certificate -

"The vaccination or revaccination may be by a single dose of a vaccine" -

which was adopted by the Special Committee, did not, it was felt, interpret 
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the decisions taken by that Committee. Accordingly, after consultation 

with the Chairman of the Special Committee, the first and second 

paragraphs of the rules printed below the Certificate halte been substituted 

by the words : "The validity of this Certificate shall extend for a period 

of six months beginning six days after the first injection of a vaccine, 

or in the event of revaccination within such period of six months, on the 

date of revaccination". 

(ix) Appendix 5 - Maritime Declaration of Health. Two contrary decisions 

concerning questions 1-4 on the Maritime Declaration of Health appear to 

have been taken by the Special Committee. One on Minutes 18 pages 10 and 11, 

to substitute "since the last port of call" for "during the voyage"} the 
that 

other on Minutes 35 page 6,/Appendices 1-6 were adopted as in document 

A3-4/SR/67. The Drafting Committee, after consideration of the minutes, 

has left the wording unchanged. This, it is felt, records the wish 

of the Special Committee. 

(x) Annex A., Article 10, The words after territory : "and any sanitary 

measures considered necessary by the appropriate health authority shall 

be applied at such sanitary station" have been deleted as a consequential 

amendment following similar deletions in Articles 4, 5 and paragraphs 

1 and 3 of Article 11. 


