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DRAFT INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS 

Proposed Definition of "Local Area" 

Note by the Netherlands Delegation 

A "local area" means one of the three categories of sub-divisions into 
which a government divides its territory for the purposes of the Regulations> 
i.e. : 
(1) Port local areas, which comprise the port and its surrounding area; 
(2) Airport local areas, which comprise the area covered by the aerodrome and 

a radius of 5 km. around it; 
(3) Local areas in which it may be considered that the mass of the population,-

on account of social, economic and geographic conditions, may run a greater 
risk than those in the immediate vicinity. 

Comments 
In order that an authority abroad may adopt adequate measures in the event 

of the notification of a case or a focus of an epidemic disease, it is essential 
that the said authority have knowledge of the geographical situation of the 
infected local area and that it be adequately informed with regard to the gravity 
of the danger which the area may constitute for international traffic. Epidemic 
diseases may occur anywhere. It is for this reason that it is advisable to 
divide the whole of each national territory into local areas - preferably in such 
a manner that each local area may form a unit from the epidemiological point of 
view. 
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First consideration should be given to sea and air ports and their surrounding 
areas,: in view of their importance to international traffic. From the epidemio-
logical point of view a sea port and its surrounding area may be considered as a 

t 
unit. The same applies to an airport and its surrounding area as defined above. 
With regard to local areas in the interior of a territory, in accordance with the 
Regulations there is no reason why their limits should be identical with those 
which come under the control of the health authorities. It would seem more logical 
to make these areas cover the population groups which may be exposed to a common 
risk of infection, for example: the population of a town together with the 
population of the surrounding rural district? the inhabitants of an industrial 
region, or those of a series of villages situated on both banks of a river. 


