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Minority Report by the United Kingdom Delegation 

1. The United Kingdom Delegation regrets that i t has been unable to associate 
i t s e l f with the recommendations of the Working Party. 

2. The United Kingdom Delegation recognises the advantages of establishing 
within the Organization a body which would review at appropriate intervals the 
working o f the International Sanitary Regulations. It agrees, moreover, that 
such a body should include representation of experts in the f ie lds of epidem-
iology, quarantine procedure, international law, aviation and shipping, to whom 
might be added ether experts with specialised experience. It dissents, however, 
from the conclusions adopted by the Working Party, namely ( l ) that such a body 
should also undertake the solution o f disputes in connexion with the Regulations 
and (2) that such a body should be established permanently under the provisions 
of the Regulations, 

3. So far as the settlement of disputes i s concerned, the United Kingdom 
Delegation considers that the existing procedure i s fu l ly satisfactory and that 
i t i s quite unnecessary to establish any form of juridical committee of the kind 
envisaged. It should be suf f ic ient to provide, as in paragraph 1 of the draft 
Article 107, that the solution of disputes should be a function of the Director-
General, who would be able to deal with each dispute according to the circum-
stances of the cases those disputes whinh cannot be solved by correspondence 
would be referred either to the existing expert committees or to a specially 
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constituted ad hoc committee as might seem appropriate to him or as might be 
agreed between the parties to the dispute. The right o f ultimate recourse to 
the International Court of Justice should be Retained. 

4„ The United Kingdom Delegation believes that a body entrusted with the task 
of studying the working of the Regulations and making recommendations on them 
would not be equally well suited for dealing with disputes and further that i t 
would be a profound mistake to establish' from the outset in the Regulations 
themselves a permanent and r ig id ly constituted body,of this kind. 

5« It is .considered that the most appropriate way of bringing into existence 
a body to study the working of the Regulations would be by a Resolution of the 
Assembly in accordance with Article 18 (e) o f the Constitution. The Assembly 
would then give a directive for the establishment o f a suitable Committee in 
accordance with the usual procedure. Such a Committee might meet annually or 
rtherwise as directed by the Assembly in order to furnish a Report for consider-
ation by the Executive Board and subsequently by the Assembly. 

6, In shorty the United Kingdom Delegation' béliéves that the existing machinery 
within the Organization for settling disputes i s suf f i c ient ly adaptable to meet 
a l l contingencies. Whether the task-of reviewing the Regulations i s entrusted 
to a body called an "Expert Committee11 or other form of Committee under some 
other name is of minor consequence so long as i t has the composition best suited 
for the work delegated to i t and can be readily adapted to the problems and needs 
c f the Organization both now and in the future 


