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1,

It is proposed that the ^rords -4the competent body of the World Health

Organization" be added to paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Article 107 to define the
body to which questions or disputes arising out of the interpretation or
application of these Regulations may be referred,
2.

Since 1949 the established procedure for dealing with such questions and

disputes arising out of the interpretation or application of the International
Sanitary Conventions has been that.laid down in Official Records No. 19, page 6;
viz. i
(a)

By-the Secretariat acting on its own initiative.

(b)

By correspondence between the Secretariat and the members of the Seotioi

on Quarantine of the Expert Committee on International Epidemiology and
Quarantine.
(c)

By the Section of Quarantine in session, at -which the disputants are

invited to be present to state their case.
(d)

By the Expert Committee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine

in plenary session attended by the disputants so that the respective sides
of the problem can be represented.
The following statement on complaints and disputes which, during the years
1949 and 1950, have been dealt with in accordance with this procedure demonstrates
the success thereby achieved.
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During 1949 and 1950 there werej
66 enquiries referred to "WHO Headquarters - appropriately answered by the .
Secretariat;

and

4S disputes - of Tvhich 45 were settled by the Secretariat acting on its own
initiative.

One arising in 1950 is still in course of settlement.

Two were

referred by the Secretariat to the Quarantine Section of the Expert Committee on
International Epidemiology and Quarantine - one at the request of the Government
lodging the complaint, the other having proved beyond the competence of the
Secretariat to settle.
This factual statement does not include a record of the many questions
referred to the Section of Quarantine àt Headquarters by the Epidemiological
Information Stations at Alexandria, Singapore and Yiashington, or of disputes
settled by these Stations, independently or on advice from the Section on
Quarantine.
Despite the success previously achieved by the procedure in force, it is
felt that an improvement in the system will be effected by employing for the
purpose of settling those disputes which have proved incapable of solution by the
Secretariat alone the now adopted policy regarding Expert Panels.

This would

provide the essential degree of flexibility in the composition of the "WHO body to
permit it to be in the nature of an expert committee comprising, in addition to
experts on quarantine, other technical experts from 1H0 Panels and legal experts
selected according to the nature of the cases on the agenda of each particular
session.
Any decision given by such a body would, by providing a constructive solution
based on expert knowledge and opinion, prove probably to be more acceptable to
disputants than a bald verdict of right or wrong according to legal opinion of the
facts.

