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ARTICLE 2 (2) OF THE DRAFT INTERNATIONAL SANITARY REGULATIONS 

Memorandum by the Director-General 

The text of Article 2 (2) of the Draft International Sanitary Regulations 
appears to be at variance with the spirit and substance of part of the 
International Telecommunication Convention, 1947. 

Article 2 (2) of the draft International Sanitary Regulations requires that 
"any notification or information received or sent by the Organization by telegram 
or telephone shall be classed as a Government telegram or telephone call and 
entitled to the priority accorded to any such telegram or telephone call". 

Annex 2 of the International Telecommunication Convention, 1947, by 
definition of Government telegram or telephone call, excludes the Specialized 
Agencies in relation with the United Nations as authorities vdth whom Government 
telegrams or Government telephone calls may originate. 

Telegrams sent by a Government, regardless of contents, are clearly 
Government telegrams, for which the originating Government may claim priority. 
It should be noted, incidentally, that Government telegrams do not now get 
priority automatically, but only vjhen it is claimed by the sender at the time in 
each case. These cause no problem in this regard, but the acceptance as 
"Government" telegrams of messages originating in the Yforld Health Organization 
either at Headquarters or in its Epidemiological Intelligence Stations is, hovrever, 
precluded by the International Telecommunication Convention, 1947. 
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The Governments parties to the existing International Sanitary Conventions 
although numerically fewer than the Governments parties to the International 
Telecommunication Convention are substantially the same. 

It is therefore impossible for Article 2 (2) to remain as at present worded 
in the Draft Regulations, because Member States would then be bound by Articles 
in two International Agreements -which are in substance in conflict. 

Preliminary consultations on this matter have been held with the Secretariat 
of the International Telecommunication Union and as a result the following draft 
modifying the provisions of Article 2 (2) is submitted, in the hope that it may 
be acceptable both to the Special Committee and to the Administrative Council 
of the International Telecommunicatiçn Union (to which it is also being submitted 
by the Secretary General of the ITU). 

"2. Any such notification or epidemiological information sent by a 
Government to the Organization will be classed as a matter of course 
as a Government telegram or Government telephone call and the originating 
Government shall, if it judges necessary, request priority for it. Any 
such notification or epidemiological information sent by the Organization 
may be treated as a Government telegram or Government telephone call 
provided the Government or Governments parties to its transmission over 
their own telecommunication systems, or the systems of the telecommunication 
private operating agencies which they recognize, agree that it may be so 
treated. In that event the Organization may demand priority if it judges 
this to be necessary." 

This draft is a compromise which yd 11 serve adequately the interests of 
world health, and at the same time, not oppose the provisions of the 
International Telecommunication Convention, 1947. 


