
 

AFR/RC41/R1: Progress report on the Expanded Programme on Immunization:   

 achievements and challenges for the 1990s 

 

 The Regional Committee, 

 

 Recalling the relevant resolutions of the governing bodies relating to the Expanded 

Programme on Immunization and in particular resolutions AFR/RC35/R9 on the mid-decade 

evaluation, WHA41.28 on global eradication of poliomyelitis by the year 2000, AFR/RC38/R2 

on the elimination of neonatal tetanus in the Region by 1995 and AFR/RC39/R3 on Regional 

strategies for eliminating neonatal tetanus and for eradicating poliomyelitis; 

 

 Recognizing the commitment of the World Summit for Children to give high priority to the 

rights of children, their survival, protection and development; 

 

 Appreciating the acceptance by Member States of the African Health Development 

Scenario as an organizational framework for accelerating the achievement of Health for All by 

the Year 2000; 

 

 Bearing in mind that some EPI target diseases are still common in the Region; 

 

 Considering that health systems and health workers have demonstrated their ability 

adequately to implement EPI; 

 

 Having studied the report of the Regional Director on achievements and strategies for the 

1990s (document AFR/RC41/4); 

 

1. THANKS the Regional Director for his clear and comprehensive report, setting forth 

achievements to date and the challenges ahead for the decade; 

 

2. URGES STRONGLY peripheral health workers, programme supervisors and 

national EPI managers to pursue their dedicated efforts in favour of the immunization 

of children; 

 

3. RENEWS ITS THANKS to the EPI partners collaborating in the development of the 

programme in the Region, specifically UNICEF, the Canadian Public Health 

Association (CPHA), Rotary International, USAID-funded projects Combating 

Childhood Communicable Diseases (CCCD) and Resources for Child Health 

(REACH), the United Kingdom Save the Children  Fund (SCF), the Association pour 

la Médécine préventive (APMP/France), the World Bank, UNDP, JICA and others 

for their continuing support; 

 

4. CALLS UPON Member States: 

 

(i) to review their national expanded programme on immunization, district by 

district, in order to establish the activities to be emphasized during the 1990s 

with a view to attaining national targets; 

 

(ii) to accelerate the implementation of plans of operation for the disease specific 

initiatives of elimination of neonatal tetanus, eradication of poliomyelitis and 

measles control within an organizational framework covering all people in the 

country and emphasizing operational activities; 

 



 

(iii) to identify how programme achievements can be sustained and built upon in 

the 1990s through the provision of the necessary manpower, material and 

financial resources; 

  

5. APPEALS to the international, governmental and nongovernmental organizations as 

well as to private voluntary organizations to collaborate in sustaining achievements 

and in developing them further; 

 

6. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to support the efforts of Member States to implement their plans of operation 

for the elimination of neonatal tetanus, the eradication of poliomyelitis and 

measles control; 

 

(ii) to continue, in collaboration with UNICEF and other United Nations agencies, 

governmental and nongovernmental organizations, the coordination, 

mobilization and utilization of resources for the development of the regional 

and national Expanded Programme on Immunization; 

 

(iii) to strengthen technical support at all levels of the organization in order to 

increase WHO's contribution to national programmes and in particular to their 

initiatives with regard to specific diseases. 

 

7. REQUESTS the Regional Director to report to the forty-third Regional Committee 

on progress made in the Expanded Programme on Immunization. 
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