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The PRESIDENT: The session has now begun.

I will call upon the Rapporteur of the Committee on Credentials to present
.

his report. Is the Chairman of the Committee on Credentials present? Will

the Chairman of the Committee on Credentials please be kind enough to present

the report, as the Rapporteur does not seem to be here.

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands), Chairman of the Committee on Credentials:

The Committee on Credentials held a meeting just a quarter of an hour ago and

accepted various credentials. It will take some time for the report to be

ready at the meeting and therefore I should like to ask you to adjourn considera-

tion of the report for some minutes. Perhaps in the meantime we could continue

with some other business.

2. ANARD TO THE NORM HEALTH ORGANIZEsTION

The PRESIDENT: We will go on to item 1 of the day's agenda - the award

given to the World Health Organization (document A3/72 Rev.2).

Is the Assembly in favour of accepting the resolution as presented in that

document? Are there any objections? Then I take it that it is adopted.
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3. SUSPENSION OF RULE 10 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

The PRESIDENT: Item 2 - Suspension of Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure.

I will ask the Director -General to explain this point.

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL: As in previous Assemblies, the General Committee has

found at this stage that it is not possible to get through the work in the time

available without the suspension of Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure, which

allows for 48 hours between the circulation of documents and their consideration

in plenary session. The General Committee recommends to the Assembly that it

suspend Rule 10 for the remainder of this session.

The PRESIDENT: Are there any objections to the suspension of Rule 10 of the

Rules of Procedure? I take it that that is adopted.

4. SECOND AND THIRD REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEE ON PROGRAMME

The PRESIDENT: I will now call upon the Rapporteur of the Committee on

Programme to present the second report of that committee, document A3/102.

Dr. KkRABUDA (Turkey), Rapporteur of the Committee on Programme

(interpretation from the French): I,have the honour to present to you for your

approval the second report of the Committee on Programme. As you have it before

you I will limit myself to reading the titles of the items it contains.
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The first item is Professional and Technical Education; the second -

Expert Committee on Professional and Technical Education of Medical and Auxiliary

Personnel, report on the first session; the third - Regulations for Expert

Advisory Panels and Committees. The fourth point is Expert Committee on

International Epidemiology and Quarantine; the fifth is the Section on

Quarantine of the Expert Committee on International Epidemiology and Quarantine.

The sixth point and last point is International Certificates of Vaccination.

If you have any remarks to make with reference to this report, I shall be

glad to hear them.

Dr. HOJER (Sweden), Chairman of the Committee on Progranme: In formally

moving the adoption of the second and third reports of the Committee on

Programme, I ask you to except item 3 of the second report, entitled

Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees, because this item has

been referred for consideration to the Committee on Administration, Finance and

Legal Matters which referred it to a working party. The report will be

presented later.

The PRESIDENT: Are there any comments on the second report of the Committee

on Programme? Any objections to its adoption? Then I take it that, with the

omission of item No. 3 - Regulations for Expert Advisory Panels and Committees -

the report is adopted.

The PRESIDENT: I will now ask the Rapporteur to present the third report

of the Committee on Progranme, document A3/103.
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Dr. KARABUDA (Turkey), Rapporteur (interpretation from the French); Here

is the third report of the Committee on Programme. The first item is the

Expert Committee on Health Statistics; then Population Problems; then Inter-

national Biological Standards (which is item 3`; then the Expert Committee on the

Unification of Pharmacopoeias; item 5 is Pharmacopoea Internationali.s; item 6

is Non -Proprietary Names for Drugs; item 7 is Expert Committee on Drugs Liable

to Produce Addiction; item 8, Expert Committee on Antibiotics; Draft Report of

the Joint Meeting of the Committee on Programme and the Committee on

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters, which is item 9. Reconsideration of

the Publications programme. Languages of Publication of the Bulletin of the

World Health Organization; International Digest of Health Legislation;

International Health Yearbook; Salmonellae; Smallpox; Yellow -Fever Panel.

Then we have the Principles governing the Expansion of the Programme of

Publications, covering the Bulletin, the International Digest of Health

Legislation, and finally the Chronicle, which should keep to the role of

publicity and general information for which it was originally ,intended.

The PRESIDENT: Has anyone any comments to make on the third report of the

Committee on Programme?

The chief delegate of the United Kingdom.

Dr. MACKENZIE (United Kingdom); I think there is an alteration required

under item 3 in document A3/103, at the top of the page where it reads, 'fIn virtue

of Articles 2 (u) and 21 (d) and (e) of the Constitut!onn. 21 (d) and (e) of the

Constitution refer to the authority of the World Health Organization to make
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regulations These are :rccornnendations. -arid the authority tó make .recommendations

to gcvern nentc is included in article 23, sc that I would move that that line

reads: "The Third World Health Assembly, in virtue of Articles 2 (u) and

23 of the Constitution,. recommends .0. ".

The PRESIDENT: Are there any objections to this amendment? Then I

take it that the report as amended is adopted.

5. FIRST REPORT OF THE JOINT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEES ON PROGRAMME AND

ON ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE AND LEGAL MATTERS.

The PRESIDENT: I will now call on the Rapporteur of the joint meeting

of Committee on Programme and the Committee on Administration, Finance

and Legal Matters to present the first report, document A3/101.

Dr. KÀR«BUDA (Turkey), Rapporteur of the Committee on Programme,

(interpretation from the French);

The first joint meeting of the Committee on Programme and the

Committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters was held on 13

May 1950, under the chairmanship of Dr. lojer.

The questions of the level of the budget and the probable level, of

expenditure for 1951 were discussed and the following resolution was

adopted:
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The joint meeting of the Committee on Programme and the

Committee on Finance and Legal Matters

RECOMMENDS to the Third World. Health Assembly the adoption of
the following reso .ution:

The Third World Health Assembly

RESOLVES that the level of the budget for 1951 be established
at 7,300,000 US dollars and the amounts to be devoted to each part
of the budget be approximately;

Part I,

Part II,

Part III,

US $ 277,750
US 5,885,500
US $ 1,133,750

it being understood tha -% the Appropriation Resolution will determine
the exact amounts of the various parts of the budget.

The PRESIDENT! Does anyone want to make any comments on this report?

In the absence of.any objections the report is adopted.

6. THIRD REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS (continuation)

The PRE:_ SENT, The Report of the Committee on Credentials is now

ready. I will ask the Rapporteur of that committee to present it.

Dr. THORN (Dominican Republic) Rapporteur of the Committee on

Credentialsz Third Report of the Committee on Credentials. The Committee

on Credentials met on .19 May 1950 under the Chairmanship of Dr. C. van den

Berg, Netherlands. Representatives of the following countries were present:

Austria, Belgium, Durma, Dominican Repub.'w':w3Egypt, Iraq, Ireland, Israel,

Netherlands; Portugal, Republic of Korea and El Salvador.
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The committee accepted the credentials of the delegations of Belgium,

Cuba, State of Viet -Nam, Kingdoms of Cambodia and Laos, entitling the

Members to take part in the work of the Assembly as delegates, and proposes

to the Assembly that the validity of these credentials should be recognized.

The credentials of the delegation of the Republic of the United States

of Indonesia were also accepted, pending the deposit of the instrument of

acceptance of the Constitution of the World Health Organization with the

Secretary -General of the United Nations.

The committee accepted also the credentials of Southern Rhodesia as an

Associate Member of the World Health Organization.

The PRESIDENT: In the absence of any comments, I take it that the

third report of the Committee on Credentials is accepted.

I should like, on behalf of the World Health Organization, to give a

very warm welcome to these nations who have joined us now.

(Applause)

? FOURTH AND FIFTH REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATION, FINANCE
AND LEGAL MTTERS .

The PRESIDENT: I will now call upon the Rapporteur of the Committee on

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters to present the fourth and fifth

reports, documents A3/l00 and A3/104.
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Mr. TALJAARD (Union of South Africa), Rapporteur of the Committee on

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters: The Committee on Administration,

Finance and Legal Matters has instructed me to present for the consideration

of the Assembly its fourth and fifth reports, which are contained in the

documents A3 /100 and A3 /104.

The fourth report contains three items: (1) Status of Contributions

to 'the.Budgot for 1950 - Expenditure Level for 1950; (2) Use of UNRRA Funds

during 1951; (3) The Level of Expenditure for 1951.

The fifth report contains eight items; First, Programme and Budget for

1951. Page 4, Amendments to Rules of Procedure of the World Health Assembly.

page 6, item 3, Agreement with the Government of Egypt. Page 7, item 4, Action

taken by Certain Countries with respect of Membership of the World Health

Organization. Page g, item 5, Provisional Scales of Assessment for Associate

Members; item 6, Resolution on Scales of Assessment for 1950; item 7;Appoint-

ment of the Internal Auditor for 1951, and item S, the Report on Financial

Rues ,- F: nz:acial Regulation 39.

In regard to the fourth report, item 3, I should indicate that the

beginning of the resolution, the amount of the 1951 budget, is not contained

in the circulated report because that amount has only just been decided by the

Assembly. It should now, of course, be inserted there.

The PRESIDENT: Are there any comments on these reports? Any objections

to their adoption? Then I take it that they are adopted,
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8. STATEMENTS BY THE DELEGATES OF CAMBODIA AND LAOS

Dr. NEAL PHLENG (Cambodia) (interpretation from the French): The Kingdom of:

Cambodia has always co- operated with international organizations and has often

taken part, with France, in international conferences. I am particularly happy

and very honoured as a doctor, and as Minister of Public Health, that the first

international organization to receive us as a Member State should be the World

Health Organization.

I thank you all for the great honour which you have bestowed on our Country.

My thanks also go to France which, after having completely transferred to us

the public -health service of our country has also helped us to take part in this

world organization,

At present public,health is in the forefront of the preoccupations of our

Government which, despite limited financial resources is increasing considerably

the percentage of our budget which allocated to this service.

We have a well organized public -health service. However, it must be further

developed and a drpted to the increasing needs of the population,- for we still need

to repair and to construct in order to increase the number and capacity of our

medical establishments which we shall then have to provide with new equipment

which, was lacking during the last war.

We are also spreading money on our mass vaccination campaigns to vaccinate

the population against the main epidemic diseases for the fight against endemic

diseases and -for measures of sanitation and public health, and for the

reclamation of malarial ruions.
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Although the greater part of the pecp'n come from an old civilization which

possessed a traditional medicine, it now wishes to benefit from the progress of

modern medicine. However, it is still necessary for the leaders of the people

to educate them, and a patient and continuous campaign will be necessary for a

long period in order.to disseminate among the population modern ideas in health

and-medicine.

We have created schools of nursing for male and female nurses and midwives,

and a medical school from which to recruit the necessary personnel for the

administration of our services.

Thus the government of Khmer is devoting much effort to the fight against

disease and the improvement in the welfare anal the health of the people, and it

is thus worthy to take part in the activities of your organization by contributing

to the development of better health throughout the world - a noble and lofty

aim of the World Health Organization in which we now take part, thanks to your

unanimous vote, for which I 6wain thank you.

The PRESIDENT: The delegate of Laos.

M. SOUVANNAVONG (Laos) (interpretation from the French): My name is Ourot

SOUVANNAVONG. My country is called Laos. It is situated in the peninsula of

Indo- China. It is bordered on the north by Burma, China and North Viet -Nam,

on the south by Cambodia and South Viet -Nam; on the east by Central Viet -Nam and

on the west.hy - hailand. It covers an area of 250,000 square kilometres.

Laos is an independent, democratic and social State. Its regime is that of

a constitutional monarchy. It is on behalf of this government that I have the

honour to speak to you,
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;.dame President, allow me to express to you, with our most

respectful admiration, our sincere congratulations rn the dis-

tinction and knowledge by which you have earned the honour cf

presiding at the Third World Health Assembly, Allow me to tell

you how proud we are to see this honour bestowed on a friendly -

I would even say a sister -- nation, since our civilization drew

the finest of its characteristics from Hindu civilization, and

since Buddhism, Gaya, Cernate; Benares, provide the cradle of

our civilization,

Thus,9 thanks to the breadth of your mind and outlook, thanks

to your sense c4f co, operation, we have been admitted as Members cf

the World Health Organizations

To France, our great friend which was kind enough to introduce

us here, and to all those who gave us their support, I express cur

sincerest thanksQ

Cur country has already participated in numerous conferences

organized in Asía and the Far East by specialized agencies such as

the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East, FAO ILO and

UNESCO, But this is the first time we have taken part, in Europe,

in an Assembly which unites a:;most all the countries cf the world,

and it is for us an added happiness that this Assembly should be

held in beautiful Switzerland, of generous traditions, on the shores

of the delightful lake of the charming city of Geneva,.
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I am glad to take this fortunate opportunity to express solemnly and in

public the gratitude of the Royal Government of Laos to the nations who have

recognized our State as a free and independent State in the French Union. I

should like to mention in this connexion the United States of America, the

United Kingdom, Belgium, Luxembourg, Australia, New Zealand, Greece, Bolivia,

Italy, the Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan, Costa Rica, Brazil, Honduras,

Spain, Thailand, Union of South Africa, the Vatican, Ecuador, Peru, Venezuela,

Cuba, Paraguay, Netherlands, Colombia, Nicaragua, and Chile.

Of all the specialized agencies, those whose work we have followed with

the greatest attention, those which have inspired the greatest respect and

confidence in peace and social progress, are UNESCO and the World Health

Organization. Are not these organizations in fact the most humanitarian and

do they not follow one of the noblest aims, - the desire to educate the

peoples, and to save and protect the most precious thing God has given us, -

life? It is comforting to find that in this troubled post -war world, still

threatened by destruction and ruin, there exists an organization which is

trying to give to every human being, whatever his race, religion, political

belief, or economic and social position, the gift of health, the most precious

thing in the world, which your Constitution defines so excellently as 'la state

of complete physical, mental and social wellbeing. This I say in order to let

you know how great our satisfaction is at being here among you in this learned

Assembly.
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However, there is one question which saddens me - the financial situation.

The Secretary -General of the United Nations and our Director- General of the

riorld Health Or;_;anization have made mention in their speeches of budgetary

restrictions. They wished it to be understood that owing to lack of money the

Organization might be under the sad obligation of restricting its activities.

Is it not distressing that work of such importance, with such noble aims, cannot,

merely for financial reasons, carry out all its ,treat projects? 1:hy lo we not

solemnly appeal to the governments, which as was pointed out by the Director -

General devote millions to fruitless rearmament, and ask them to invest a few

more million dollars in the World Health Organization? Our noble President

has suggested issuing special stamps of the World Health Organization. We

support..the proposal wholeheartedly and we should like to see this suggestion

in effect everywhere before the meeting of the Fourth World Health Assembly.

By the same token, why does our Assembly not launch a world health lottery

This would enable not only all the national governments, but also all the

citizens of the world to contribute to the carrying out of work which each one

of us would like to see more efficient.

These are, ladies and gentlemen, the observations which my first contact

with this organization leads me to make.

To conclude, allox me to repeat to the Assembly the expression of our full

confidence, to assure it of our deep devotion to the work of humanity Th ich it

is carrying out and to affirm our strong determination to work for the success of

its efforts and to fulfil all the obligations which we have undertaken.
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The Kingdom of Laos, proud to belong to the 1iiorld Health Organization, today

offers to your desire for knowledge and well -doing a wide field for study and

action.

9. WITHDRAWAL OF ITEM rR0IOSED BY THE GOV3RNMENT OF CEYLON.

The PRESIDENT: I would like to draw your attention to item 7 of todayts

agenda; the chief delegate of Ceylon has withdrawn this paper, as the question

has been considered by the General Committee.

10. SECOND RE 'ORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

The PRESIDENT: I will now ask the Director- General to prosent the Second

Report of the General Committee, document A3/99.

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL: The Second Report of the General Committee. The

General Committee held its sixth, seventh and eighth meetings on 15 and 16

(two meetings) May 1950. The programme for the main committees was laid'down

as announced in the Journal of the Health Assembly.

The first report of the General Committee was adopted and submitted to the

Health Assembly for consideration.

' The General Committee agreed to the allocation of item 19 of the Agenda -

the Fourth World Health Assembly (document A3/34) - to the Committee on

Administration, Finance and Legal Matters for consideration of the financial

implications of holding the Fourth World Health Assembly away from Headquarters.
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The General Committee agreed to recommend to the next plenary session of the

Assembly the suspension of Rule 10 of the Rules of Procedure.

The General Committee agreed to recommend the election of Brazil for a

one -year term on the Executive Board to replace Byelorussia, in accordance with

the resolution adopted by the fifth plenary session of the Third World Health

Assembly (document A3/92).

In accordance with Rule 80 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Health

Assembly, the General Committee has drawn up the following list of nine Members,

to be transmitted to the Health Assembly:

Chile, El Salvador, .lrance, Israel, Italy, Pakistan, Portugal, Thailand,

Uruguay.

In the opinion of the General Committee, the following six Members would

provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole:

Chile, El Salvador, France, Italy, Pakistan, Thailand.

11. ELECTION OF A MEMBER ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE
EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE PERIOD OF THE '.'IITHDR V ING MEMBER

The PRESIDENT: ;fde shall now proceed to the election of a Member entitled

to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board for the remainder of the

period of the withdrawing Member (document A3/92). I call upon the Director-/

General.

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL: Document A3/92, the report on absentee members of

the Executive Board.

The committee on Administration, Finance and Legal Matters agreed to

recommend to the Health Assembly that it adopt the following resolution:
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The Third World Health Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Director -General on absentee

members of the Executive Board;

Believing that repeated and consecutive absencos from sessions of
the Board by the person designated by any Member may give rise to a pre-

sumption that such Member has withdrawn from the Board;

Noting that the person designated by the Byelorussian SSR, although
duly notified, has not attended the second, third, fourth and fifth sessions

of the Board;

Considering that the consequent presumption that the Byelorussian SSR
has withdrawn from the Board is strengthened by the fact that no response
was made by the Byelorussian SSR to the invitation made by the Second

World Health Assembly to attend the sessions of the Executive Board;

Considering that the continuing absence of one or more persons

designated to serve on the Board by Members so entitled can hamper the
Board in the exercise of its functions,

1, DEFMS that the Byelorussian SSR has withdrawn from the Board and,

Considering the provisions of Article 24 of the Constitution of the
World Health Organization and of Rule 84 of the Rules of Procedure of the

World Health Assembly,

2, DECIDES to proceed to the election of a Member entitled to designate
a person to serve on the Board for one ye : "s

s
The PRESIDENT: In the absence of any comments or objections, I take it

that the nomination of Brazil is accepted and that we shall have to have an

election. We have to elect two tellers before we proceed to the election; we

suggest Dr. Thomon of the Dominican Republic and Dr. Hayek of Lebanon. Is that

acceptable, and will the two nominees accept to become tellers? If Dr, Hayek is

not here, we suggest the other delegate of Lebanon, Dr, Makari, or the delegate

of Ethiopia, Mr. Telahun Tchernet, Will the two tellers come forward, please?

Dr. MAKkRI (Lebanon): I would like to propose that Lebanon be added to the

list of Members to designate a person to the Executive Board,



A3 /VR /6

page 19
.

The I'RESIDENT: The delegate of Lebanon wishes to, add the name of Lebanon

to the list of nine recommended to the Assembly by the General Committee.

':'c will now proceed to the election of the iember nominated to serve in the

place of Byelorussia for one year. The only nomination put forward by the

General Committee - and no other nomination has been received - is that of Brazil.

The voting papers are on your desks. i':ill you put "Yes" or "No" against Brazil

and will you, as your names are called, come and put your voting papers in the

box.

Dr. MBA (Liberia): We have all been working late hours the whole week,

and as there is no other n nanewfarnomination for the one -year term, I see no

reason why we should go through the procedure of balloting "Yes" or "No" for

Brazil; there is no other name in front of us. If the General Committee had

submitted other names, then I would see the reason for balloting. As it is, if

there is no serious objection, I would propose that we merely accept or reject

Brazil rather than ballot. That would save us from marching backwards and

forwards just to drop in "Yes" or "No" for Brazil.

The PRESIDENT: I would refer you to Rule 60 of the Rules of Procedure,

which says all elections shall be held by secret ballot, so we must proceed

according to the rules. It is possible to suspend Rules of Procedure, but
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notice has to be given 24 hours in advance. Will delegates now please vote

according to instructions, "Yes" or "No" against Brazil, and put their

cards in the box as their names are called out.

The votes of the delegations were taken in turn by secret ballot,

The PRESIDENT: The Director -General will announce the result of the

first election,

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL: The results are as follows:

Number of Members entitled to vote 56

Absent 2

Abstentions 2

Papers null and void 1

Number of members present and voting 51

Number required for a simple majority 26

Number of votes in favour of the election of Brazil 44

Number of votes against 7

Dr, FROES (Brazil): I wish to thank you very much for this election

and I hope that the Brazilian delegation can be sure that those who voted

"No" were not against Brazil, but just against re- election,
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12. FI CTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A : -ERSON TO SERVE ON THE EXECUTIVE

BOARD.

The PRESIDENT: I will ask the Director -General to explain the method of

procedure for the next election.

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL: In regard to item 9 of the dayts agenda, the

provisions of Rules of Procedure 78, 79 and 80 have been complied with. I would

draw the attention of the Assembly to Rules 81, 82 and 83 covering the method of

election of these candidates. With your permission, I will read these rules:

Rule $l: The Health Assembly shall elect the six Members to be entitled to
designate persons to serve on the Board by secret ballot. Those candidates
obtaining the majority required shall be elected. If after five such
ballots one or more seats remain to be filled no further ballot shall be
taken and the General Committee shall be requested to submit nominations
for candidates for the seats remaining; to be filled, in accordance with Rule
8O, the number of candidates so nominated not exceeding twice the number of
seats remaining to be filled. Additional ballots shall be taken for the
seats remaining to be filled and those candidates obtaining the majority
required shall be elected.

If after three such ballots one or more seats remains to be filled, the
candidates obtaining in the third ballot the least number of votes shall be
eliminated and a further ballot taken and so on until all the seats have been
filled.

Rule 82: For the purpose of elections in accordance with Rule 81 of these
Rules of Procedure, Members shall vote in any ballot for that number of
candidates equal to the number of seats to be filled and any ballot paper
failing to comply with this rule shall be deemed a spoiled paper.

Rule 83: If in elections under Rule 81 of these Rules of Procedure, two or
more candidates obtain an equal number of votes in such circumstances as

would render it uncertain which candidate or candidates would be eligible to

fill any seat or seats, the votes cast for such candidates shall be declared
inconclusive, and, subject to the provisions of Rule 80, further ballots taken
as necessary.

The General Committee, as provided for in the Rules, has. recommended a list of

nine candidates. From this list of nine names they have recommended six as, in
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their opinion, providing a balanced distribution of the Board as a whole. The

delegate of Lebanon wishes to add the name of the Lebanon to that list. Each

delegation will vote for six candidates as provided in the Rules; voting for

less than six or more than six would spoil the ballot, so that it would not be

counted.

Dr. TABA (Iran): The delegation of Iran wishes to draw the attention of the

Assembly to the balance of representation of the different regional areas on the

Executive Board. If the six States recommended by the General Committee be

elected by the Assembly, the Eastern Mediterranean Area will have a share of

only two seats on the Board, a representation in my opinion far too low to

comply with the ideal of equitable geographical distribution as imposed by the

Constitution. I venture to suggest, therefore, that in addition to Pakistan,

whose election to the Executive Board the delegation of Iran fully and heartily

supports, another Member State from the Eastern Mediterranean be elected by the

Assembly.

Dr. van den BERG (Netherlands): I am rather astonished that the demand of

Lebanon to be nominated in addition to the nominations made by the General

Committee has been accepted, because in our Rules of 'erocedure there is no

provision made for a nomination from the floor. We carefully established this

procedure last year in Rome and in accordance with the then accepted procedure,

nominations made here in the .assembly can only be made by the General Committee,

and by no -one else. The list of nine is a nomination. The Assembly has to

vote on the list. The Assembly has a free choice among the first six and the

three supplementary names.
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Dr.. EV1NG (Norway): Before proceeding to the election of the six countries

entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board, I have one or

two remarks to make on the, to my mind, most important q estion of rotation and

of re- election to the Executive Board.

We reached that first cross -road in Rome at the Second World Health

Assembly, where we had for the first time to replace six Members by six other

Members. We failed at that time, to rey mind, in that we re- elected not less

than two of the sir, thereby having only four vacant seats to fill. There

was among those six countries retiring from the Executive Board only one which

clearly stated that on principle it would not stand for re- election. The

others declared either that they were willing or even that they were eager to

be re- elected.

When this question was discussed at the Second World Health Assembly in

the General Committee, it was most interesting to note that most members of the

General Committee at that time declared themselves in favour of the principle of

rotation, and against the principle of re- election. However, it was felt by

a great majority that there would have to be exceptions. It was generally

felt, and I myself shared the view, that the United States óf America

constituted such an exception and I therefore gladly voted for the re- election

of the United States of America at the Second World Health Assembly. When the

list came before the Second World Health Assembly for election you will recall
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that the other Member State which was re- elected made the necessary qualifying

majority by a very close margin indeed, thereby clearly indicating that there

were a great number of members of the Assembly who felt as I do - that one

should be very careful & re- electing many Members each year That is one of

the reasons which I bring this matter before you now.

What are the main reasons for the rotation principle? To my mind they

are very simple. It is, as I see it, of the greatest importance that all

Member countries of the 4iorld Health Organization, large and small, in all

parts of the world, should have a chance to serve as soon as possible on the

Executive Board. Only by so doing will the Member countries and the

individuals representing the Member countries at.the Assemblies and the

Executive Boards come to understand from the inside the work of this

Organization, its possibilities and limitations, the central and the regional

machinery, and they will also gradually come to understand that the Executive

Board is in fact an international body and not a body for national or

regional interests.

I submit that the work of this organization will run much more smoothly

when the great majority of Members have themselves passed through that

educational process which momberhip in the Executive Board, to my mind,

constitutes.
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The trend to re -elect countries is the more deplorable for the reason

that there will always be a tendency to re -elect the big countries, dropping

out the small ones. The result of that will be, mathematically, that within

a short number of years there will be only big countries can the Executive

Board. These countries, having been re- elected once, will feel that they

should certainly be re- elected again, that it will be detrimental to their

national prestige to be dropped out, and the result therefore will be that

there will be no seats to be filled at all.

To avoid misunderstanding, I would explicitly state that in suggesting

the higxiest possible amount'of rotation we do not in any way wish to detract

from the magnificent contribution which some large countries have made to

international work in general and to WHO in particular. It is only j-

to quote my very close friend, Dr de Paula Souza from Brazil - it is only

that in public health there are no big and small countries, Some big countries

have solved their public- health problems, others have not. Some small

countries have solved their public- health problems pretty well, others have

not. This organization must be ran as a technical body by representatives

from all parts of the world, from all types of countries, from big and small

countries. I hope, therefore,, that this Assembly has clearly understood the

consequences. of following again the li.nc cf re-election and I hope that the

Assembly-to-day will exercise its authority to secure fuL11. 1u ation of

the Executive Board.
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Dr, MAKARI (Lebanon): If you will allow me to reply to the delegate

of the Netherlands I would comment that in the basic document there is no

mention whatsoever of the rule that was suggested by him, May I also remind

him that in Rule BO we find that the General Committee only "recommends";

it says frecommendsu and not "nominates1t, Moreover, in Rule 81 it says that

nthe Health Assembly shall elect the six Members to be entitled to designate

persons", and it does not say that these six Members should be the ones

suggested by the General Committee,

Dre van den BERG (Netherlands): In the first place I should like to

speak on this legal point, The delegate cf Lebanon has said that Rule g0

of the Rules of Procedure speaks only of Urecommendsu, In the other Rules,

we find the word r}nominates ft

I agree that the drafting cf this article from the point of view of

legal language has not been as careful as it might have been, But perhaps

you know that I was the Chairman of the working party that originally, with

the help of many members here -- I remember Dr, Evang among others established

this system and we never had in mind any other procedure than a binding list

of nominations; and that is clear if we examine the proposal of the Executive

Beard which was adopted by the Second World Health Assembly in Rome - you can

find it in Official Records No. 14 on page 66. There you find, under 2(c):
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The Assembly should vote on this list, and if this vote should prove
inconclusive as to one or more seats, the General Committee should be
requested to make further nominations and another vote or votes'taken
until the required number of Members has been elected.

There was no doubt in the discussion in the Executive Board, nor in the

Committee on Constitutional Matters last year in Rome, that this is a binding

list, and I should like to warn the Assembly that we shall spoil our wte e system

and make a terrible mess if we accept nominations here from the floor.

I should like to take this opportunity to say a few words with regard to

the most i4ortant remark of the chief delegate of Noritay, There is one point

in his speech with which I agree, namely that we should have in our minds not

the interests of the various countries but those of world health, which require

the good .working of the World Health Organization. In that connexion, I should

like to state that though I recognize the principle of a certain rotation in

the Executive Board, to my mind, it is most important in the interests of world

health, and not in the interest of any country, big or small, to have re- elected

some countries that can make a Most important contribution to the work of the

Executive Board.

I am glad that the General Committee did not propose to have -the majority

re- elected. I do not need to speak aboút Brazil; the large majority accepts

her re- election, and to my mind, the re- election of the other Member of the

Rvec eff ve Ro ^rd, proposed by the General Committee, after very careful discussion,

forure- election, is no less important than the re- election of the United States,

United Kingdom and Brazil.

The PRESIDENT: The Director- General.

The DIRECTOR -GENERAL: While it is quite clear what the intention of these

Rules of Procedure was, particularly in the light of the quotation read to you
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by Dr. van den Berg, the fact is that the language of the Rules of Procedure

does not specifically disallow nominations to be made from the floor, I

would suggest that in view of this lack of clarity and of the fact that the

intention, as expressed in the original document, does not seem to be carried

out entirely by the Rules of Procedure, it is for the Assembly to interpret the

meaning and intention of these rules. I would, therefore, suggest that a vote

by show of hands be taken as to whether a nomination should or should not be

rmceived from the floor,

The PRESIDENT: I am glad the delegate of the Netherlands has raised this

question. When I announced Lebanon as having nominated himself I only said

that that was his desire. Now that the question has been raised, I would like

the delegates, by a show of hands, to indicate whether or not they are in favour

of Lebanon being added to the list of nine. Those in favour will please raise

their hands.

Those against will please raise their hands.

The result is 37 for inclusion of Lebanon and 13 against. Lebanon is

therefore included.

We will now proceed to the election.

Will the same tellers please come forward.

Now will you please vote for six names. As your name is called please come

up to the box.

The votes of the delegations were taken in turn in the English alphabetical
order by secret ballot.

The PRESIDENT: We will now adjourn for half an hour since it will take some

time for the result of the election to be ascertained. Please reassemble at
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ten minutes to five.

The meeting adjourned at 4.20 p.m. and resumed at 4.50 p.m.

The PRESIDENT: The results are ready and I will ask the Director -General

to read them to you.

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL:

Number of Members entitled to vote 56

Absent 1

Abstentions 0

Number of voting papers null and void 5

Number of Members present and voting 50

Number required for a simple majority 26

The candidates elected are Chile, France, Italy, El Salvador, Pakistan

and Thailand, Each of these is elected by a majority cf the voting Members,v--*1.1,1

therefore no further vote is necessary.

13. DATE OF CLOSURE OF THIRD WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

The PRESIDENT: There is just one matter, under "Other Business ", which I

will ask the Director -General to put before you.

The DIRECTOR- GENERAL: The General Committee, at its session today con-

sidered the progress of the Assembly generally and of the two main committees

and the various working parties, and came to the conclusion that it would not be

possible to finish the work of the Assembly by the evening of 25 May as they had

previously proposed. The General Committee, therefore, now recommends to the

Assembly that the term of the Assembly should be prolonged and that the closure
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of the Assembly should be an Saturday, 27 May.

The PRESIDENT: Are there any comments on this?

Then I may take it that that. is acceptable. Is there any other subject

that anybody would like to bring up under "Other Business"?

14. ADDRESSES BY DELEGATES OF STATES ELECTED TO DESIGNATE PERSONS TO SERVE ON
THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Dr, AILWOOD PAREDES (El Salvador ): My delegation wishes to express to all

of you its thankful recognition of the great honour that you have accorded to us

in granting to El Salvador the right to designate a member to the Executive

Board. As you all know, this is a great distinction, for which we did not dare

to ask. El Salvador is a small country, located in the tropical zone, and

confronted with immense problems of health peculiar to that zone. Because of

its long and undeviating tradition of co- operation in the field of international

health, the person designated by El Salvador will do his best to repay your con-

fidence and friendship with loyal and devoted service on the Executive Board.

The person designated by El Salvador will undoubtedly endeavour to bring to the

Executive Board the points of view of the small countries and the hopes and

wishes of all the people who look to the World Health Organization as a guide on

the long road to the achievement of the highest level of positive health,

The PRESIDENT: Does anyone else wish to speak?

Dr. DAENGSVANG (Thailand): On behalf ofthe Thai delegation and Thailand,

I wish to express my deep appreciation for the great honour all delegations of

Member States to the Third World Health Assembly have conferred upon me and my

country, Thailand. The confidence which you have all shown in selecting my
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country to designate a person technically qualified in the field of health to

serve on the Executive Board has given me great pleasure and satisfaction. The

only thing I can do now is to thank you all and to assure you that the Thai

Government will be very pleased to accept this important position as soon as

formal notification is received from the Organization, and will co- operate to

the full in WHO activities by taking prompt action in designating a competent

person to work with other members of the Executive Board in conformity with its

rules and regulations, in order to carry out the policy of the Organization.

The PRESIDENT: As there are no other speakers, the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting rose at 5.15 p.m.


