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1. DISCUSSION ON THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR- GENERAL AND THE REPORTS OF THE

EXECUTIVE BOARD (Continuation)

The PRESIDENT: I will call on His Excellency Mr. Bandaranaike, chief delegate

of Ceylon.

Mr. BANDÏRANAIKE (Ceylon); May I at the outset offer you, Madame President,

my felicitations on your election as President for the. coming year. Your election

is not only a recognition of ycur personal merit, but an appreciation of the

devotion and loyalty to the cause of world health and of this organization on the

part of your great country. Personally, as President of the South -East Asia

Regional Organization, it gives me great satisfaction to see a representative of

our region as President of the World Health Assembly this year. May I wish you

every success during the tcaure of your high office.

We have now reached an important stage in the development of our organization.

If I may quote a striking phrase of Mr. Winston Churchill, we have reached a point

that may well be described as "the end of the beginning." This organization was

launched with a charter embodying the highest and noblest ideals. It is only right

that we should never allow ourselves to forget these ideals: the ideal of ensuring

to all peoples the highest possible level of health; the ideal of considering health

in the wide context of physical, mental and social wellbeing; the ideal of accepting

health as one of the fundamental rights of mankind, ánd,finally the ideal of recog-

nizing that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment of peace and

security. but we cannot pregs ss merely by the mouthing of -anan idea, .however noble

it may be, and the time has surely now come soberly to assess, in the light of cold

hard facts, how far we can in practice achieve these ideals. The time has also come
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to consider the defects that have emerged in the working of our organization and to

correct them in order to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of our work.

I wish now to refer very briefly to a few matters of importance that appear

to me to deserve early attention. The first refers to the fundamental character of

this organization. We must never permit ourselves to lose sight of the essentially

international and world character of this organization. We must never allow purely

individual and national points of view to obscure our realization of this funda-

mental fact. I therefore deprecate any attempt to amend the Constitution or to take

any other steps calculated unduly to stress the national point of view. This

point of view, - that is, the national point of view - will, of course, always

exist to some extent. That is quite understandable, but I do not think it needs

any special protection constitutionally or otherwise, nor should it be unduly

emphasized.

It is most regrettable that the withdrawal of certain Members has reduced the

world character of WHO. I think it will be admitted that we have done our best to

persuade these Members to ccntinue in our family of nations. We still hope that

they may change their minds and rejoin us. But I must also say this `it is not

fair to other Members who are loyal and have always been loyal to the Organization

that posts in the Executive Board which might be filled by them should be kept

indefinitely vacant in the hope that those who have left might return some time or

other. This position can no longer be tolerated. If there are any constitutional

difficulties regarding the continued membership of these countries, these matters

can of course be settled by the appropriate authorities of the United Nations.
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The second point to which I want to refer is the important question of the

finances of the Organization. It cannot be denied that the finances of the Organ*

ization are unsatisfactory. Last year we provided both a regular budget and a

supplemental budget, on a basis which it is now unfortunately clear was too

ambitious and too optimistic. It is most disquietening to realize that in 1948

there were as many as 19 States that did not pay the contributions due from them,

amounting to 17.85% of the total sum expected from such ocntributions. In 1949,

the position appears to have further deterioriated, for no less than 27 States did

not pay their dues, amounting to 26.71% of the total. '.s for the supplemental

budget, only two countries have made contributions towards it.

Dr. Melville Mackenzie of the United Kingdom stated yesterday that his country

was determined in every way to help this Organization. Without wishing to appear

ostentatious, I would like to say that my own country, though small and poor, is

equally determined to do everything possible to further the objects of WHO. We

have shown this determination not only in words but by deeds, for we are one of the

only two countries that have not only paid their dues but have made a contribution

towards the supplemental budget, the other country being Yugoslavia.

Steps must be taken not only to see that contributions due are regularly paid,

but also to convince Members of the value of this Organization, which would go a Umg

. way towards ensuring the ready payment of their dues. It is absolutely necessary

that the budget for the coming year be framed not only on vague hopes butoncold facts.
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I observe that for next year budgetary oxygen is provided by the hope of

obtaining a large sum of money from the United Nations scheme for assistance

to under- developed areas. This appears to me, without wishing to be unduly

pessimistic, to be a melancholy repetition of the line of thought which

induced us last year to provide for a supplemental budget, which, as you know,

has not in any way materialized. The greatest caution, therefore, should be

exercised in this matter.

The next point to which I wish to refer is th: organization of this

institution. There is no doubt that in wise and properly thought -out

decentralization lies the hope of greater efficiency in the future. I am sorry

to see that so far only two properly constituted regional organizations are

functioning - for South -East Asia and the Eastern Mediterranean. In my opinion,

it is urgently necessary to set up such organizations in all the areas

contemplated without delay. From my own experience I know the great value of

regional organizations, in making the work of WHO really effective. The

functions of the main organization should then be restricted to co- ordination,

general guidance and the supply of technical assistance and information.

The fourth point to which I wish to refer is programme. I approve

generally of the programme of work which has been carried out by WHO, but there

is one observation I wish to make. I think it is desirable to make a clearer

and more detailed distinction between services which can and should be provided

nationally and those where assistance can properly be given by WHO. This would

require a closer study of existing national services and the particular needs of

each country in relation to the help which WHO could appropriately give in

accordance with its objects. I am pleased to see from the report of the

Director -General that there appears to be an increasing tendency inthis direction.
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The next point I wish to refer to is administration. The proportion of

our funds that is expended on salaries is perhaps unduly high. This is a

tendency which must be carefully watched and strictly curbed, but in fairness,

I think I should.also say that a fair proportion of the cost under the heading

of salaries should really be classified as services rendered in accordance

with the programme of work.

I wish finally to congratulate the Director -General on his enthusiasm,

devotion and ability, and to congratulate ourselves on having secured the

services of such an admirable officer.

Let us walk with our heads among the stars of our high ideals but let us

also see that our feet are firmly planted on the solid earth of reality. For

so, and so alone, shall we be able within reason to achieve the noble objects

for which we all stand and to contribute in a measure that perhaps will not be

unimportant to the peace, prosperity and happiness of mankind.

The PRESIDENT: Dr. Raja of India.

Dr. RAJA (India): The report of the Director- General for the year 1949

shows that considerable progress has been made in developing the work of WHO on

lines which are of great benefit to the people, particularly those of under-

developed countries. In addition certain basic technical services, which it

inherited from the Health Organization of the League of Nations and from the

Office International d!Hygiène Publique - such as the epidemtologioal

intelligence service in the fight against the' international spread of disease,

the drafting Of revised Sanitary Regulations to replace the International Sanitary

Conventions and the establishment of standards for new biological products - have

also been undertaken. An outstanding feature of the work of the World Health
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Organization within the last few years, as compared with the work of the TT'i;:.lth

Organization of the League of Nations, has been the increasing interest it has

taken in the active promotion of assistance to under- developed countries in the

control of disease and in the development of their national hea =::;h services

The World Health Organization is in the early stages of its development and it

is therefore essential that as much thought and care as possible should be

bestowed on shaping its future activities in order to ensure the best results..

I am therefore putting forward certain suggestions in the hope that the World

Health Assembly and the Executive Board may be able to take them into

consideration.

It is understood from the report of the Executive Board on its fifth

session that the question of organization of the Secretariat of the Director -

General is under active consideration. The principle of as wide a decentral-

ization of functions as possible between the Headquarters at Geneva and the

regional bureaux has already been accepted. Therefore it seems desirable to

examine end define what the function of the central organization should be in

relation to the activities of WHO It would be equally useful to define the

respective fields of action for WHO and for national governments in the activ->

promotion of health measures. While it is true that a national government is

primarily responsible for the health and welfare of its people and is therefore

committed tG the carrying -out of all measures to attain this end, including

investigations into the causative factors of diseases as an essential step

towards their effective control, the larger resources that WHO can command in

respect of highly -qualified technical personnel will perhaps enable it to

tackle the problem of epidemiological researches more efficiently than

individual governments. In developing such studies it seems to me desirable
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and even necessary that the central Secretariat at Geneva should be able to

function in such a manner as to ensure the planning and execution of laboratory

and field studies with the closest possible co- operation. 'This is particularly

so in the case of communicable diseases.

I have in mind the cholera researches now in progress in India and the field

demonstration which it is proposed to start. The problem of the persistence of

cholera in certain areas has remained so far unsolved in spite of extended

studies in many parts of the world and over a long period of time. In

approaching this problem combined laboratory and field investigations, as well

as the study of administrative techniques are essential to translate the results

of research into practical action in a manner suited to local conditions and

within reasonable limits of expenditure. The research and execution parts of

the programme are so closely inter -related that it seems to me essential that

the same unit in the central Secretariat of WHO should handle both. It should

also be mentioned that statistical help in the planning of such study and in

the periodical assessment of the results is equally necessary. Such statistical

control, it will be remembered, was laid down at the Second World Health

Assembly as one of the essential conditions of all investigations and action

undertaken by WHO. In the circumstances I would like to invite the attention

of the Executive Board to the fact that the proposals as they stand at present

do not fulfil the conditions I have attempted to enunciate. I find that, while

the Department of Central Technical Services will be responsible for the

development of epidemiological studies, the Division of Communicable Diseases in

the Department of Advisory Services will regulate the execution of the field

programme. For the reasons I have stated I feel that this arrangement is not

satisfactory.
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We have recently been informed-that the fellowship programme of WHO is

being restricted in scope to the training of those who are to take part in

the special schemes sponsored by the Organization in each country. Such a

decision, if it has been taken, narrows greatly the extent of benefit that

countries may expect to secure from the fellowship scheme. If WHO is anxious

to assist actively in the development of national health services the expansion

of training facilities, particularly in the under- developed countries, is

essential. In individual countries the requirements will naturally vary. For

instance, in India, the need for trained personnel to teach pre- clinical

subjects such as anatomy, physiology and pharmacology is great and provision to

include fellowships for suitable candidates to have training in these subjects

would be of great advantage. In all under-developed countries, expansion of

facilities for professional education in respect of medical and ancillary

health personnel such as nurses is urgently needed. In the circumstances it

seems to me that a widening of the fellowship programme to provide for such

training is essential.

I would also urge for consideration a clearer definition of the polio), of

WHO in the supply of technical assistance to governments. I suggest that a

panel of competent consultants should be prepared and made available to

governments so that, as far as may be practicable, they will be in a position

to have some choice in the selection of the consultants lent to them. I realize

that it is by no means easy to ensure that the services of such consultants

will b come available as and when required. Even so, the preparation of such

a list and its supply to governments will be of some advantage.

I would also ask that the ri ge of supply of consultants should be extended

to include teachers of approved quality in order to help governments in the
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development of their training programmes. Even if the limited resources of

WHO would make it difficult to provide for such extension of consultant

services, it will be helpful if the Organization can assist governments in'

securing persons to fill particular posts for which they find difficulty in

obtaining suitable candidates from their own countries.

The question of medical supplies has been discussed on more than one

occasion by the Assembly and by the Executive Board. While it is recognized

that WHO cannot make itself responsible for buying and selling medical

supplies to governments on a large scale, the need for assistance to enable

governments to secure adequate amounts of essential drugs and insecticides is

so great that I feel that the question of extending help in this direction

should continue to receive serious consideration: DDT, penipillin and other

drugs have so greatly extended the possibility of preventive care and remedial

measures being made available to the people. On the other hand exchange

difficulties and the effect of devaluation of currencies have made it

extremely difficult for governments to secure adequate amounts of such

essential medical supplies. It is therefore urged that the question of active

help from WHO to governments, which are finding it difficult to secure such

supplies, should continue to be explored. Governments should of course pay

for these supplies. If such essential articles can be made available at

reasonable cost and in adequate quantities the promotion of measures by

governments to safeguard the health of their peoples will be greatly

facilitated.
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I should like to say that these remarks are made from the point of view

of ensuring that they receive attention by the World Health Assembly and by the

Executive Board.

I must, before I conclude, say that a very considerable amount of valuable

work has been accomplished by the Director -General and his staff and that we

are all grateful for all tY.t hes been done. I should also like to supplement

the information given by the Health Minister of Ceylon to the effect that only

two countries have contributed to the supplemental budget. India has very

recently also paid her share, namely x;20,000, towards the supplemental budget,

The PRESIDENT; Dr. Togba, Liberia

Dr. TOGBA (Liberia)t Liberia congratulates the Director -General, the

Secretariat and members of the Executive Board for their accomplishments during

the past year in spite of the many obstacles and the present world turmoil.

We have followed closely the activities of the World Health Organization in such

countries as Haiti, Ethiopia, Egypt, Ceylon, India, Greece and others with

great admiration and satisfaction. We are now wondering what can be done for

Africa, which is still without a regional bureau. To make it more personal,

when will our turn come?

You will remember that back in 1948 I spoke of a family having many

children. The first child is treated with much care, sympathy and love. The

second child - well, he is given some love too - but when the number gets

beyond three, there is a tendency to neglect the last and treat him as a

stepchild. Africa should not be neglected and regarded as an outcast. Africa

has the greatest problems which can be eradicated or markedly reduced through

adequate public -health measures. In view of the fact that there is as yet
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no regional bureau in sight for Africa, Liberia would appreciate very highly

assistance from the World Health Organization in environmental sanitation,

road construction, malaria control, eradication or control of yaws among

children, and fellowships for undergraduates.

It is regrettable to state here that we have no adequate water supply nor

sewage disposal, as a result of which there are diarrhoeas and intestinal

parasites in abundance, in spite of the fact that free clinics and treatment

are given by the Government.

Liberia, being located in the tropics, experiences heavy rainfalls with

a yearly average of 150 to 180 inches. In view of that it is difficult to

maintain dirt roads in good condition. Therefore many areas cannot be reached

for medical care.

Perhaps some of you will say: "Well, let us send over some technical

advisers for environmental sanitation, malaria control, yaws control, etc."

But what good would the experts do if there is no one to carry on the programme

after its initiation? It is a shame to say that a country with approximately

two and a half million people has 30 doctors, of whom only one is a citizen

of the country. Because of this last fact I wish to urge that WHO come to our

rescue by making an exception to the rule and by granting fellowships for

Liberian citizens to study medicine and for graduate work in nursing abroad,

so that in years to come the children and young people will be able to carry on

the work demonstrated by the experts. We therefore invite the World Health

Organization to send consultants to survey the situation in Liberia and grant

us all the help possible.
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It is in Liberia that this Organization can give a concrete example of

what can be accomplished in public health through WHO t s assistance. My

Government is agreeable to any assistance that can be given by WHO, UNESCO,

UNICEF or any of the other specialized agencies of the United Nations.

Lot us stop beating over the same ground covered by previous organizations

and branch out to a new area in an old sick world.

The Liberian Government is not sleeping on the job. Students are being

sent to the United States and Europe on government scholarships. Ten per

cent of the national budget is devoted to public health, but the amount is so

small - as is true in many other small nations that not much can be accom-

plished. The Government is spending many thousand dollars yearly to maintain

roads which have been built, but that can hardly be appreciated by outsiders.

Of course, as usual, we are very grateful to the United States of America

for the continued help given us through its health mission. We hope that, with

the help of the Wrld Health Organization, and the combined efforts of the

United States and the Liberian Government, much can be accomplished for the

betterment of the people of Liberia and, indirectly, of the world as a whole.

The PRESIDENT: Dr. Tabá of Iran

Dr. TABA (Iran): Ever since 1946, when the people 'of the world unanimously

expressed their wish and hope to see the World Health Organization take important

stops in improving the health of the nations, the Government of Iran, the

fourth country to join the World Health Organization, has by all means in its

power, financial and otherwise, helped to smooth the way for the accomplish-

ment and success of the vast responsibilities of this Organization.
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- "The peace- loting country of Iran - the scene of so many ancient glories and

achievements. - does not underestimate the importance of health, physical and

mental fitness of the nations in securing the peace of the world. In spite of

the unfortunate present international tension we, in Iran, are today on the

threshhold of important economic and social advances. Following years of

preparations and expert planning, and in spite of great financial and economic

restrictions, my country is now taking hopeful strides toward health and relative

prosperity for all her citizens. The "seven -year plan ", entering into its second

year of operation, envisages notable developments, not only in agriculture,

industries, mines and communications, but also, and especially, in public health

and education, which. are the basic essentials for the security and strength of

any country.

Without' vigorous and healthy workmen and labourers, industrial or agri-

cultural enterprises, even when best planned, cannot succeed fully. Great .

agricultural and irr±gai6na1 developments, as projected in the seven -year plan,

necessitate the availability of a sufficient number of healthy and fit labourers,

if these plans are to meet with success. 4 group of villagers, all of whom are

physically below par,: and with a large proportion intermittently ill and unable

to work, will not show the energy and ambition necessary to better their lot.

In some areas of Iran, the ravages of malaria and other diseases are so serious

that whole villages can be found with hardly a really healthy child under two

years of age. 'You can see whole estates in rich valleys where the crops cannot

be harvested before much of them are wasted and lost, because the able -bodied

villagers suffer from malarial fevers at harvest -time. Such disease -ridden

farmers cannot naturally benefit as they should by even the best agricultural
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developments, and this point has fortunately been particularly taken into

consideration by the seven -year plan and the Government. By vast future health

projects) even the most distant farmers can be protected from many diseases which

sap their strength and working capacity.

In the Second World Health Aésembly, the Iran delegation reported on a

modest programme of malaria control which was then in operation in Iran, and I

am pleased to report now that at the present moment a nation -wide anti -malaria

programme is in operation under the joint auspices of the Iranian Government and

the 'Seven -year plan" organization. I am also grateful to the World Health

Organization for having sent us a capable malaria control demonstration team

under the direction of Dr. Gaiguinto of Italy. We have been informed of the

excellent progress already made by the demonstration team in Pakistan and we

earnestly hope that similar results can be achieved in Iran in the very near

futur,i .

I riust emphatically stress the fact that malaria, although our most serious

scourge, is not the only serious problem with which we are faced. Tuberculosis,

venereal diseases and infant mortality are amongst the other most urgent problems

of our nation, needing immediate attention. We have been visited by WHO

consultants in tuberculosis and nursing) and we are confident enough that their

report on conditions in Iran should e j -aut the attention of the responsible

authorities of WHO to the vital importance of future aid concerning these meters.

In the Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean, the Iran

delegation made several requests for WHO assistance in all fields and these

requests.vr.;e later followed and confirmed in several communications by the

responsible authorities of our Ministry of Health. I must state emphatically.

that these requests were submitted in accordance with the minimum needs of our
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country and I will now once again confirm that each and every item is vitally

eeeential in improving the general health conditions of our nation.

Decentralization of WHO through the establishment of regional committees has

indeed been a wise move and I take the opportunity to express the satisfaction

and appreciation of the Iranian Government at the progress made by the WHO

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean under the direction of Sir Aly

Shousha, Pasha, since its establishment in Egypt. The regional office has indeed

been paying due regard to the social and economic factors affecting health

conditions in the region.

In conclusion, I consider it my duty to express the sincere thanks and

appreciation of the Iranian Government to Dr. Brock Chisholm, Director -General of

the World Health Organization, and to all its staff for the co- operation and

assistance rendered by them to our country during the past year.

The PRESIDENT: Dr. Oren of Israel.

Dr. OREN (Israel): On behalf of the delegation of Israel, I am glad to

join im -the general expression of appreciation for the achievements of the World

Health Organization in the field of international health. The excellent spirit in

which this work is being carried out by óur Director -General and his Secretariat

is well reflected in his report to the 'Assembly. Our Organization was blessed by

such leaders a,e the Presidents of the former Assemblies, Dr. Evang and Professor

Stampar, and now we are privileged to have as our President Her Excellency,

Ra jkumari Amrit ïçaur.
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We are especially aware of the importance of international co- operation in

solving health problems in these days, as we are faced with the task of

establishing our health services and at the same time adapting them to the needs

of an immigration unprecedented in modern history. Together with other disabled

persons who came to us from concentration camps, people with active tuberculosis

have arrived. We therefore are deeply obliged to the organizations which helped

us to carry out mass BOG- vaccination, namely, WHO, UNICEF and the Scandinavian

Red Cross.

When confronted with the need for a better system of public- health admini-

stration, we were glad to have advisers from the Regional Office and we are glad

that some of our doctors will be able to improve their knowledge through fellow-

ships. We have also enjoyed UNICEF's help for mother and child care. We are

very glad to take this opportunity of thanking WHO and UNICEF for the important

assistance rendered.

Much has been said here on decentralization of the World Health Organi-

zation's.activities. Israel is in favour of regionalization and wishes fully to

co- operate with its neighbours. Co- operation of neighboturing countries in the

field of health is of vital importance-to all. In our region this would

especially apply to sucin common problems as antimalaria work and the eradication

of stray dogs and jackals for the prevention of rabies as well as to common

efforts for housing adequate to our climate. Mosquitoes, rodents, jackals and

heat, as has been said, do not respect any borders. Such co.operation demands

that equal opportunities be given to each Member for sharing the responsibilities

aad duties of the Regional Office and fully participating in its functions and

.operations.
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We hope to be able in the future, to give our share by putting at the

disposal of other Members all the resources which are at our disposal and which

helped us in the past to bring our infant\ mortality down to about 30 per thousand -

one of the lowest in the world?

May I now be permitted to stress our desire that more attention should be

paid to the needs for health education?

In his address at our opening session, the Secretary -General of the United

Nations referred to a resolution adopted recently by the representatives of the

specialized agencies. In this resolution ignorance was mentioned as constituting,

beside disease, hunger and poverty, one of the world problems which recognized no

frontier and can never be overcome unless all the nations join universal efforts

to this end.

Ignorance is certainly one of mankind s worst enemies. Ignorance in

matters of physical and mental health is certainly, together with social factors,

and limitations of medical science and practice, responsible for the fact that

human beings are still so far from the "state of complete physical, mental and

social wellbeing ".

No matter how successful national governments may be in the efforts to

improve health, much will still depend on the individual, on his knowledge and

his understanding. The public may or map.. not avail itself of our knowledge in

physical and mental hygiene. It may or may not support the endeavours of its

health authority. This is why our Constitution names as one of the functions of

the Organization "to assist in developing an informed public opinion among all

peoples on matters of-health ". True that health education programmes must be

adjusted to the specific needs and conditions of each nation. Nevertheless, there

are certain facts which are of importance throughout the world. First, I have
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in mind the fact that even today almost everywhere parenthood is perhaps the only

job, if I may say so, which is supposed not to require any training or knowledge

such as is required in any other profession. Another fact is that health

education, especially mental- health education, doses much of its value and effect

unless started in very early childhood. In this period of life habits and

attitudes towards problems of life are shaped, which bear decisive importance

in the future life of the individual. A young mother may be given the most

valuable advice and nevertheless be torn between understanding on one side and

strong habits and prejudices acquired in the past. Needless to stress how much

more this is true with regard to mental health. It follows therefore that there

is need for preparation for parenthood, taking advantage of all our knowledge,

and that this preparation must start as early as possible in the childhood of the

future mother, father, teacher or citizen in general. It is quite natural that

we turn to the school and kindergarten to provide this education not only in

conveying knowledge but duly using all the scientifically proved methods of

influence and guidance. Thus our children would be taught at school not only

how to write and read but also how their bodies are built up, how to obtain

better health and prevent diseases. May I be allowed to ask, are not matters

of mental and physical wellbeing as important as algebra and geography2

To bring about this change in our schools, to plan and prepare a common

integrated programme which eventually will reach every child all over tbte world,

to be followed by the usual health education activities, calls for more than most

nations can accomplish individually. The World Health Organization, in

co- operation with other specialized agencies, should perhaps start building up

this instrument of health promotion.
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We felt it our duty to add our voice to those who asked for more intensive

:dy work in the field of education towards health.

May I close my remarks by assuring you of the wholehearted desire of our'

*le and our Government for the fullest co- operation with the Organization and

,the nations for a world in which peace and health will reign.

The PRESIDENT: Dr. Khaum of Austria.

Dr. KHAUM (Austria): As chief delegate of Austria to the Third World

'alth Assembly I have the honour and the great pleasure of presenting to you

to greetings of the Austrian Government and of wishing this Assembly every

possible success. I am also presenting the greetings of my Government and my

oxn compliments to the Government of Switzerland, which has welcomed us in so

kind a way. Furthermore I wish to give my respects to the President of the

Second World Health Assembly, Dr. Evang, and to the newly elected President of

the Third World Health Assembly, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur.

On the occasion of the Second World Health Assembly in Rome, I give a

survey of Austria's, development in the field of health, and therefore can

restrict myself to summarizing in this report, illustrating only the period

since past.

The year 1949 was characterized in Austria, as well as in many btber

European countries, by the return of a certain prosperity, which was in

Particular manifested by a rise in living standards and by the consolidation of

general living conditions. This development has influenced the situation in

the field of health in a favourable way. Furthermore, the number of cases of

diseases due to postwar conditions have further declined.
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The number of notifiable cases of tuberculosis also show a considerable decrease

compared with the preceding year: the cases of infectious tuberculosis of the

lungs and throat declined by 27 %, and tuberculosis of the other organs by 36 %.

The mortality rate of infectious tuberculosis of the lungs and throat however

showed only a slight decrease compared with 1948. Whilst in 1948 only a few

treatment centres could be supplied with streptomycin, it became possible in

1949 to authorize all tuberculosis hospitals and the -. tuberculósis wards of

all public hospitals in the capitals of the nine federal states to give strepto-

mycin treatment. The year 1949 has been further a significant land -mark in

tuberculosis control in Austria because preventive inoculation became part of

the control measures for the first time. The law of 23 February 1949, regula-

ting preventive inoculation against tuberculosis, has created the necessary

legal basis. Thanks to the assistance of the International Childrents

Emergency Fund and the Scandinavian Red Cross it has been possible to carry

through the vaccination of children and of juveniles in seven federal states on

a wide scale. In the remaining two states, children and juveniles will be

vaccinated in the course of 1950. The vaccination of children living with.

A

persons suffering from infectious tuberculosis was particularly borne in mind.'

The funds necessary, in addition to the contributions of the Children's Emergency

Fund and the Scandinavian Red Cross, for this vaccination campaign have been

provided by the Austrian State and by the federal states concerned. Furthermore,

the Austrian' Government has made available the necessary funds for the establish-

ment of a laboratory which is to produce a BCG vaccine after the completion/

/of the vaccination campaigns now underway.
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Compared with 1948 there was ,a further decline in the number of new cases of

venereal diseases. This decrease amounts to. about 40 %,for gonorrhoea and the

same for syphilis. Though the situation may appear very favoùrele, as com-

pared with 1948, it must be pointed out that the absolute numbers of cases are

still above the average. It is true that the general mortality rate has come

¿.ustria very near to the average but the mortal.it: rate of infants, which

is from 7.5% to 8 %, is still far from normal. In many respects Austria

ressembles a convalescent who has indeed recovered from severe illness, but

cannot yet do without nursing and attendance, and who is still unable to stand

on his own feet. It was therefore with sincère gratitude that she accepted the

help offered last year from several- quarters.

As to the assistance rendered to Austria' in the field of health, ca- opera

tion with WHO was very satisfactory. r representative of the Organization,

Dr. Kohn, visited Austria last autumn and a detailed plan for including Austria

in the supplemental operating programme of advisory and technical services has

been worked out. We confidently expect that the realization of this plan will

be set on foot, at least partly, in 1950. With another representative of VHO,

Dr. Hargreaves, a special plan for the development of mental hygiene in Austria

has been set out. In co- operation with the mission of the Children's' Emergency

Fund in Austria, a maternal and child health programme has'been worked out, the

realization of which is,.however, not without its difficulties, due to local

circumstances and to the peculiarities of our public -health service and the

other Austrian institutions concerned, especially as for maternal and child

health there,is - apart from capitals, which have university clinics - a lack of

separate children's wards under the direction of a trained pediatrician in

Austrian hospitals.
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With regard to the assistance rendered by WHO and other competent

organizations to needy Member States, I would like to point out that this

assistance should not be granted on the basis of general assumptions, but ought

to be adapted to the individual needs of the country to be endowed. We

therefore think it a very useful and profitable idea to make assistance rendered

by WHO in connexion with the supplemental operating programme of advisory and

technical services subject to a finding of WBO experts, who would form on the

spot their opinions as to where and what assistance is to be given. We further

hold the opinion that as circumstances in Europe differ widely from those in the

countries of the Far East, the Western Hemisphere or.the tropics, socially as

well as climatically and in many other respects, the European situation must

also be judged differently. That is why we still consider the setting -up of a

European Regional Organization a most urgent and important task, and why we

believe that the time has definitely come now, on the occasion of the Third

World Health Assembly, to deal with its establishment.

Finally, I should like to stress that Austria now, as before, is prepared

to collaborate with the Organization in achieving its aim of creating the highest

possible health standards all over the world. Bearing that in mind, Austria,

on 7 April, celebrated the World Health Day initiated by WHO; and it is with

satisfaction that I am reporting to the Assembly that the Austrian public, as

has been proved by a great number of articles in the press, on the whole has

shown the greatest interest in the ideas and the aims of WHO and expects rich

and profitable results for Austria as well as for all the world from the Third

World Health Assembly.
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The PRESIDENT: Dr. Thcmen of the Dominican Republic

Dr. .THOMEN (Dominican Republic): First of all, permit me to congratulate

the Executive Board and the Director- General on their reports. Wonderful work

has been realized; and we must take into consideration that it was the

beginning, and the beginning is always difficult. Now, in the World Health

Organization we have a strong guardian of the health of all peoples. The work

that is being realized will contribute greatly to the welfare of all humanity.

It is with great satisfaction that we see that several countries are applying

for membership. The applications of these-countries - their desire to become

contributors to the work for the health if all peoples also bring us closer to

the aim of the Organization, which is to serve in the field of health all

countries of the world without distinction. On the other hand, the withdrawal

of a group of countries weakens the unity that we desire. It may be that some

political reasons have influenced the withdrawal of those countries, and I want

to make it clear that we feel that politics have nothing to do with our Organization.

We have only a technical and a humanitarian task to fulfil; It has been said

that not all countries have received an equal share of benefits from WHO. It

is Our feeling that the services should be rendered to those countries that need

them most. Total health is to the benefit of all, and as a general rule those

countries that are less able to contribute are the ones in greatest need of

help.
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We have made considerable progress towards the integration of the Pan

American Sanitary Organization and the World Health Organization. As mentioned

in the report of the Director -General, several programmes of WHO are being

carried out with success by our regional organization. I feel that all countries

of the Western hemisphere want the integration completed as soon as practicable.

We have to bear in mind, as we stated at. the New York conference in 1946, that

we want the integration of the two organizations. We do not want the

absorption of one by the other, Our regional organization, of which we are so

proud, is the older - and completely successful - international health body

today. It may be desirable that the Director -General should bring to the

consideration of the countries of the Western Hemisphere those points which

can contribute to the early integration of our two organizations. I am sure

that in such a way we will be able to accomplish it without any delay, On the

occasion of the Thirteenth Pan American Sanitary Conference, which will take

place in the Dominican Republic this year, we shall be host also to the

meeting of the regional committee of WHO. Our country will do its best to

make both meetings a success, and we hope that further progress can be attained

towards co- operation and complete collaboration between the two bodies.

In conclusion, I want to ieiterate our congratulations to the Director-

General, and to the technical and administrative bodies, for the magnificent

accomplishments of the World Health Organization. We hope that we shall be

able to contribute by all our means to the complete success of our international

organization.
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The PRESIDENT: Dr.Froes of Brazil

Dr. FROES (Brazil); (interpretation from the French); I wish in the

first instance to declare that Brazil is happy to take part for a third time

in the Wbrld Health ,.ssembly. I hasten to thank you very sincerely for the

tribute which you have paid to my country in appointing me one of the Vice -

Presidents of this Assembly.

At the meeting in Rome last summer I had the opportunity of submitting

some remarks onthe reports of the Director- General and of the Executive Board,

as well as on health problems of concern to my country. Since that time WHO

has grown, and its administration has been considerably improved; this has

enabled us to render greater service and a more marked assistance to many

countries'in the most varied areas of the world.

We must not forget that perfection is very difficult to attain and that

we are still in a period of organization, if not of experimenting. Therefore,

we have still many difficulties to overcome, especially of a financial character;

which results in the impossibility of giving the necessary expansion to all the

contemplated programmes:

May I be permitted to add a few remarks to those which have already been

submitted by the delegates of other countries, while at the same time reaffirming

my confidence in the vitality of this organizatica.

It is only too regrettable that the Soviet Republics, followed by Bulgaria,

Albania, Roumania, Czechoslovakia and in the last instance, China, should have

taken the decision of no longer regarding themselves as Members of WHO; but

it is to be hoped that those responsible in the governments concerned will not
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be long in understanding that they cannot remain aloof from this Organization.

If most, or even all those nations thus intended to manifest their disapproval

of the methods adopted or the results achieved hitherto, it appears nevertheless

quite impossible to give immediate and complete satisfaction to all the Members

of such a great and complex organization.

In reality, all the representatives of the Member States which are taking

part in this assembly as well as in the meetings of the Executive Board have

the right, and even the duty of bringing their constructive criticism and their

personal suggestions, both on general policy and on the resolutions adopted by

those responsible for the management of the Organization; but it seems to me

that it is a duty for all of us to conform tc decisions of the majority.

Furthermore, it must be remembered that there is one thing that is more

important than our personal aspirations, and which should never be affected

by national egoism, of which there was a question yesterday when the chief of

the French delegation spoke: that is, the supreme good of mankind. The

situation is all the more disagreeable and harmful to the Organization, in that

we know perfectly well that the rapprochement and the union of all nations

for the defence of health - which is a common asset - is one of the surest ways

of achieving universal peace.

We are happy nevertheless at the accession of 12 new Members in 1950;

especially owing to the fact that nearly a third of the total membership belongs

to the Western Hemisphere. However, may I be permitted in passing to make the

following remark. lmerica has only four representatives on the Executive

Board of the Organization. New applications are already forthcoming: Cuba,

Colombia, Panama will not be long in joining us as well.
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As regards regionalization, the Director-General emphasized that considerable¡

progress was achieved and that during the past year there had been several meetings

of regional committees. I was present at that of the Directing Council of the

Pan. American Sanitary Organization which took place in Lima, i-eru, in October

1949; and we must hope that a cordial agreement will soon be concluded between

iTHO and the Pan American Sanitary Bureau. The collaboration between those two

organizations is indeed an incontestable fact.

I am particularly in favour of the centralization of administration,

orientation and co- ordination, as well as the decentralization of executive

functions - hence the need for a great number of regional offices, and of prom

curing for them the budgetary and technical resources which are indispensable.

Dr. Chisholm was good enough to stress the unfortunate consequences resulting

from an inadequate budget; end I should like in my turn to point out that within

the an American Sanitary Organization, as here, it is not pO'ssible to reconcile

the necessity of a larger budget permitting intensification of activities with

the difficulty which certain countries are experiencing in remitting their con-

tributions and especially in paying them within the preseribed time -limits.

In September 1949, we had the pleasure and the honour to receive in Rio de

Janeiro the visit of the Director -General, accompanied by Dr, Pascua, and in the

-month of November that of Dr. Hyde, member of the Executive Board. -,Ve are sure

that both of then were struck by the progress accomplished in our country from the

health point of views as well as by the facilities which we shall be in a position

to offer to this Organization for holding one of the next 7Orld Health Assemblies

in Brazil.
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The Brazilian delegation wishes to stress the increasing activity of 7110 in

favour Of international sanitary assistance, which constitutes one of the most

important objectives of this Organization. ';re are rapidly approaching the time

when an epidemic of plague, yellow fovcr, smallpox or cholera will be a quite'

exceptional occurrence.

The National Health Department of Brazil follows with special interest the

activities of the group of experts which is preparing the International Sanitary

Regulations, and I hope that their wonderful work will represent remarkable pro-

gress for world health.

The creation of a committee for international health affairs in the various

ministries seems to us to be of the greatest importance for the improvement of

our health policy, provided that such committees co- ordinate their activities with

those of the corresponding committees of the ministries for foreign affairs in

the different countries.

I shall have the pleasure of making a few remarks on another occasion on the

wonderful work of the study -groups and expert committees in general, especially

in connexion with yellow fever, health statistics and bilharziasis.

As regards the recruiting of staff, I consider as perfectly correct the

remarks which have been made here by the delegate of Yugoslavia as to the neces-

sity of a more reasonable geographical distribution, although I am aware that it

is sometimes extremely difficult to obtain from certain countries, even sometimes

from precisely those countries which are complaining, capable persons who can

achieve useful work while at the same time observing their status as international

officials.
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The recent appointment of Dr, Candau, Brazilian public -health doctor, to a

post of great responsibility in the administration of WHO is only a first step

towards a more direct co-operation between Brazil and this Organization,

Ma.y I be allowed a last word to express the appreciation of the delegation

of Brazil for the work carried out by the Director- General, the members of the

Executive Board, the Secretariat and the expert committees, whose combined action

has certainly contributed to the progressive development of this Organization for

the improvement of world health and therefore for the wellbeing of mankind as

a whole,

Tho PRESIDENT? Dr, CoteLlessa of Italy.

Dr, COT1' LLESSA (Italy) (i.r:terp ; e t? tion from the French) F I deeply regret

that the limited time available for the examination of the report of the Director- -

General and the reports of the Executive Board does not allow me to make the more
-

detailed comments which they call for, both because of the importance of the prob-

lems treated and because of my count:ryls wish to make a concrete contribution to

the work of the .&sserrbly, In this respect I urgently request the Director-

General to be good enough to do his utmost in the future to have documentation

concerning the worm of the Assembly distr bu.ted earlier, so that Member States,

even if they are not members of the Executive Board, may be in a position to

conts` a' ute to the dise,Assion_s more effectively and constructively,

Having made these remarks; I should like to congratulate the Director-

General very warmly on his remarkable report both because of the scope of the

questions treated and for the vision :í. {: co :stains c the general problems with
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which 'le World Health Organization is concerned, I am sure that he has in-

tertroted truly the aspirations of peoples who, like my own, enthusiastically

supported the crea'don of the Organization and its guiding principles . close

international collaboration in the field of medical science and in the practical

application of public health - when he stresses the desire of countries not

only to receive help, but also to contribute their own share to this great

common task.

The Italian delegation cannot but support this view. Since the First

World Health Assembly it has declared that an indispensable condition for

international -o llaboration is confidence and mutual respect'among the peoples

participating in the reconstruction of world health progress, without any

hierarchical distinction of duties and functions,

It is as important for the future of our Organization to create and keep

this atmosphere of mutual confidence as it is to eliminate administrative ob-

stacles, such as the necessity to adapt the various programmes to the financial

conditions;

In my .tpinion, without this atmosphere of respect and confidence, the

financial sacrifices which all countries -- andrimarily the United States of

tc'ica make with enthusiasm, in order that the excellent work of the World

Health Organization may extend to all places where the physical or social en-

vironment causes illnesses and suffering, would be made in vain,

I am quite aware that it is often easier to arrive at the diagnosis than

to proscribe effective treatment, I am well award that confidence among peoples
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cannót be the live isolated in separated. sections,- but that it

j _result of close common relations. Nevertheless, in the field of health,

we must do all we can to ensure that this confidence may not be shaken in any

way.

In this spirit, and with the future of our Organization in mind, the

Italian delegation submits for the attention of the Assembly the following two

proposals:

1. That there be studied an appropriate procedure which may allow all

Member States to participate in a more active fashion in the life of
our Organization;

2. That, in keeping with the principle so clearly affirmed in our Con-

stitution, the work programme be revised in order to render it more in
keeping with the present needs of the Member States, needs which in seve-
ral cases differ today fromrthose of the period immediately after the.
war.

In the opinion of the Italian delegation, we should further develop tech-

nical services, and have recourse to expert committees, carefully chosen in the

various fields, in adapting our working methods to the attainment of speedy

and positive results; we should intensify the interchange of medical docu-

mentation among the different countries, and, finally, should encourage spe-

cialization by members of the medical corps and other technicians.

Briefly, the activities of the Organization should be principally directed

towards helping governments to strengthen their public- health services by

means of the national health administrations. As several of my colleagues have

already remarked, it is these national health administrations which are best

qualified to know the needs of their people and the most appropriate means of

meeting them, bearing in mind their traditions, the particular conditions of

their own environment and the economic and social situation.
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I should like to conclude by underlining once more the need for decen-

tralizing our activities, by reinforcing the regional offices at present

working, and establishing those which have been planned since 1945 by the First

Health Assembly. On the regional level health problems present a greater homo-

geneity and the interest of the countries participating takes a more definite

form.

On this point I have pleasure in supporting what was so clearly expressed

by our President, to whom I wish to offer my warmest congratulations.

2. SECOND REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS

The PRESIDENT: There are no more names of speakers for the discussion on

the reports.

I will ask the General Committee to meet straight away in room IX and the

Committee on Programme to meet at 3 p.m. in room XII. The Committee on Adminis-

tration, Finance and Legal Matters will meet in room III at 3 p.m.

There is a supplemental report of the Credentials Committee which might

be readjust now before we adjourn. Will the Rapporteur of the Credentials

Committee please read it?

Dr. THOMEN (Dominican Republic),Rapporteur: The Committee on Credentials

met early this morning and I have here its second report.

"The Committee on Credentials met on May 10, 1950, under the

chairmanship of Dr. .4. ,pan den Berg, (Netherlands). Representa-

tives of the following countries were present:

Austria, Belgium, Tbminican Republic, Egypt, Iraq, Ireland,

Israel, Netherlands and Portugal.

The committee accepted the credentials of the delegations of
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Australia, Chile, Costa Rica, Norway, Iceland and Peru, entitling

the members to tote part in the work of the Assembly as delegates,

and proposes to the Assembly that the validity of these credentials

should be recognized ".

The PRESIDENT: Is there any objection to the acceptance of this report?

Then it is accepted.

The meeting rose at 11.35 p.m.


