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'OPENING OF THE THIRD-WORLD HEALTH :.3SELY nY THE CFING PRESIDENT

The ACTING PRESIDENT: The meeting is called to order.

Ladies and gentlemen,.it is my privilege as President of the Second World

Health Assembly to open this Third Health .assembly. I have the honour to welcome

today the Secretary- General of the United Nations, lir. Trygve Lie. %é also have

with us today distinguished guests, representatives from the United Nations and

from the other specialized agencies, and we have guests from the host country: the

President of the Council of State, the President of the Grand Council, the

Attorney- General, the President of the administrative Council and the President of

the Municipal Council.

Mir greatest and most pleasant task today is to extend a really hearty welcome

on behalf of us all to the Secretary- General of the United Nations, Mr. Trygve Lie.

The fact, Sir, that you have found time is these days, when such extremely heavy

burdens and responsibility hava been placed on your shoulders, when in fact the

future and whole existence of mankind is hanging on a precariously thin thread, is

indeed a great encouragement to us.

If you would permit us we take it as a proof that in your opinion also that

part of the United Nations m.:chinery which WHO constitutes represents an important

instrument for the solution of the paramount and all -overriding task of today to

secure peace.

We take advantage of this opportunity to thank you for your courage, your

unrelenting efforts, your initiative and your wisdom. As medical men and health

administrators, I can assure you that if we had had within our reach any means to

vaccinate you against fatigue and despair, to make you immune towards intolerance,

lies and prejudices, and to strengthen you against the evil and destructive forces

now at work in many quarters, we would most certainly have applied them here and now.
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The only thing we can do now is perhaps to wish you good luck and to tell you

that Unless the United Nations succeeds in securing peace, all the efforts of this

organization and of the United Nations, all the blood and tears and sufferings cf

millions of people all over the world to establish freedom and security, will be in

vain. ,International problems cannot be solved by war i. even less in our days,

when scientifically based instruments of destruction of human beings and material

things have reached a perfection beyond anything known before.

I have the honour to call upon the Secretary- General of the United Nations,

Mr. Trygve Lie.

2: ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS

The SECRETARY -GENERAL, Mr. President, Mr. Director- General and honourable

delegates. I an glad that my trip to Europe on several matters of importance to the

United Nations has made it possible for me to be here with you today at the opening

of the Third World Health Assembly.

The activities of the World Health Organization have an important place in the

work of the United Nations and specialized agencies for peace and a higher standard

of living. In less than two years the World.Health Organization has made .a -fine

record. One turns with relief from the destructive conflicts of power and ideology

that dominate so much cf our attention today,to the constructive, and humanitarian

achievements of your organization in saving lives and bringing better health to

many millions of human beings.

At the same time I know that you share the concern felt by decent people every-

where about the present situation of the world and about the prospects for peace.

The future of your organization and the scope of its usefulness are necessarily

affected by the course of political events in international affairs.
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Your Dir..ctcr- General, Dr. Chisholm, and I have just attended in Paris a

meeting c f the executive heads p.f the United Plat ens and the specialized agencies.

Adams prominent administrate rs of world organizations were there - for example,

Mr, hiorse.cf IIA., .14r. Dodd from F'.O, dr. black from the International Bank,

Dr. Torres Bcdet from unspo , .:ir. Gutt from the International Monetary Fund,

;sir. White from ITO and sc on. In' all, eleven specialized agencies were represented.

Our meeting ccnoerned varies problems of cc- ordination in that vast field of

activities covered by the phraso. "United N._ticns system". These activities cannot

be isolated from each other. They are interdependent. This is true net only in

such cbvicus eases as the effect of measures to increase food prcducticn upon

nutrition and, therefore, upciz resistance to such diseases as tuberculosis, or of

public- health measures'like the elimination cf mosquitoes upon the ability of a

farm pcpulotic.h,. prdvieusly ravaged by malaria, to increase food production.

This interdependence extends much further. It relates political issues with

economic deyelcpment and trade and food and health - with human rights and the

progress of dependent peoples. What happens in the oecurity Council and General

Lssembly cf the .United Dations will have consequences, direct ar indirect, for the

programme and projects of the World Health Organization. Similarly, the conclusions

and recommendations cif the delegates to this Ncrld Health. .1ssembly will have a bear:.

ing upon the political; economic and social work of the United Nations As a whole.

Most cf you are public -health officials and doctors. .In this sense you are

non -political. But you are net insulated either here or at home from the effects

of the so- called "Cold war ". There are significant and disheartening absences here

that I believe wruld nr,t have occurred. had,pc'litical events taken a different and

more hopeful course during the past few years.
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The limitations upon the programmes you wish to adopt fcr 1951 and the related

budgetary restrictions with which you are faced arise in part from the political,

economic and psychological consequences of the "cold war ". They certainly do not

arise from any lack of human needs for a much greater and more universal effort

than we can hope for at present, to bring help to the sick and suffering of this

world and to build a foundation in healthier children for a sounder, better and

less belligerent tomorrow.

It is, in one way, a very great shame that such humanitarian and non -political

work as that of the World Health Organization should be so much at the mercy of

political developments. In another way, however, it is a good and useful thing, as

well as inevitable.

The doctors, scientists, economists, agronomists and other professional men

and technicians who serve the specialized agencies of the United Nations are-a

strong influence for peace and can become a stronger. All their work is directed

at creating economic, social and humanitarian conditions that will encourage a more

peaceful behaviour by men and States. They can speak for peace - as well as work

for it. They should do more of this. The world will listen to them and they have

both the right and the duty tc make themselves heard.

I was very much encouraged by the discussions we had in Paris. Vie adopted

unanimously a report which will go to the Economic and Social Council in which we

declared:

"The present division of the world and the increasingly serious conflicts of

policy among the Great Powers have gravely impaired the prospects for world peace

and for raising the standard of living of the peoples of the world.

"The United Nations and specialized agencies are founded upon the principle

that lasting world peace can only be achieved and maintained by world organization,



A3 /VR /1

page 6

and that world problems like disease, hunger, ignorance and poverty, which recognize

no frontier, can never be overcome unless all the nations join universal efforts

to these ends,

"We reaffirm the validity cf this principle of universality. The United Nations

system makes ample room for diversity within a universal framework: We believe it

would be a disaster if efforts to realize the principle of universality in practice

were to be abandoned now.

"We believe that the greatest efforts should, on the contrary, be directed

towards achieving in fact true universality inthe membership and programme of the

United Nations and of those of the specialized agencies which are founded on that

principle.

"We also believe that it is necessary for all governments to renew their

efforts to conciliate and negotiate the political differences that divide them and

obstruct economic and social advancement.

"Specifically, we believe that it is essential to the future of both the United

Nations and the specialized agencies that the present political deadlock in the

United Nations be resolved at the earliest possible moment.

"The peace and wellbeing of all peoples demand from their governments a great

and sustained new effort by the nations of the world to achieve a constructive and

lasting peace."

So far our unanimous report. ¿r. ?resident and honourable delegates, the

time has come for all who work for peace and believe in peace to join in new efforts

to bring the "cold war" to an end. It *must be almitted that the immediate prospects

do not seem encouraging. Nevertheless we should not delay the search for a way out

of the i.:1esent impasse.

We should apply to all the problems of the "cold war" the directive of the
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General assembly to the Five Great Powers and Canada on the problem of atomic energy;

that is we she uld "explore all possible avenues and examine all concrete suggestions

with a view to ;i.ate;rmining whether they might lead to an agreement,"

Undoubtedly it will take time and patience and much exploration to oring about

a ro;iuctin cf tensions and tc set the ip rld cnce more on the United Nations read

to peace.

few weeks age in hashinrton I spoke of the need for a 20 -Year Programme to

win P ece thnoagn the United Nati. ns.

One cf the main requirements cf such a programme is the assignment of a higher

priority by th  Aember Governments to the work of the specialized agencies.

The sul.:reme challenge of the second half of the twentieth century - and

especially of'the next twenty years - is net expressed in the ideological and power

cc::nflicts that monopolize the 11,;a-alines today. The supreme challenge is presented

by that great majority of the population cf the world - over sixteen hundred million -

whose poverty, hunger and insecurity must be substantially remedied if they are not

to result in new and disastrous upheavals.

Aost of these .vecple live in the so- called under -developed areas of the world,

mainly in Asia and Africa. They are moving rapidly toward political equality. They

will no longer accept the grinding poverty that has been their fate for centuries.

We cannot meet this challenge successfully at the snail1s pace of today. use

cannot meet it by halfway measures, We cannot postpone it until a more convenient

time, The challenge is here and now,

aold and creative action on a worldwide scale is required in order to bring about

real improvements in the living conditions of these sixteen hundred million people -

improvements that will begin tc be evident within the next five years and will have

as their cal the doubling of living standards within 20 years in many of the poorer

are -e cf the wr rld.
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There is only one possible way of achieving so great an objective in so short

a ti e. l'h:at is to use to their fullest capacity the universal machinery, resources

and experience of the specialized agencies and thé United Nations. hie are not

doing that today.

Our expanded programme of technical assistance for economic development is a

step in the right direction. But the allocation by the Member G vernments of a far

greater proportion than at present Of their available resources in brain-power and

money -power will be necessary.

A United Nations programme to raise living standards can and should be planned

and carried out en a non -political basis. It can and should be planned and carried

out for the benefit of each one cf the Umber states, without regard for thé "cold

war ".

If our programme of technical assistance for economic -development can be

-expanded and applied to meet needs wherever they exist, I believe they can also

make a substantial contribution toward reducing the tensions'of the "cold war" and

enlarging the area of common ground.

It should not be forgotten that the technical assistance programme was adopted

unanimously by t''e General Assembly Of the United Nations. This is not a cold war

programme. It is a peace programme.

This-is what the world needs. In t hé specialized agencies and the United Nations

we have available all the technical, scientific and''administrative skills and

resources that are necessary. We have an integrated system of world organization'

much more complete than the world has had before and we are learning to co- ordinate

our tasks more effectively in spite of their complexity

But this is not enough. 0ùr organizations are all of them composed of Member

States.
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The United Nations and the specialized agencies were designed as instruments

to serve the combine endeavc:urs of States. Their effectiveness depends upon the

political and material support that is given tc, them by the Member States.

The governments have it in their power to build over the next 20 years through

the United Nations and the specialized agencies a foundation of economic and social

security for permanent peace that the world has never had before.

I submit that this is a wiser and more constructive course for all governments

á
than to continue year after year the cold war with its always increasing costs and

bitterness and its implicit denial of the brotherhood of man.

I think this year is the year cf decision.

We must work hard to bring -.bout this y.:ar a new beginning toward peace through

the United Nations.

Mr. President, allow me on behalf of the United Nations to wish you all possible

success in your very important work in this respect.

The ACTING PivESIDTNT: On behalf c,f the ssembly I would like to thank the

Secretary- General for coming to us today and for giving this statement.

3. ADDRESS BY TI-r _CTING PRESIDENT

The next item cn the agenda is the opening remarks of the President of the

Second World Health Assembly.

Honoured guests, fellow -delegates, representatives of non -governmental organ-

izations, whom we are happy tc have with us today, Director -General, during the

year which has passed since the last arrld Health Assembly in Rome in the summer of

1949, I think it is justifiable to state that the position of the World Health

Organization has become more clear. The predicament in which our organization finds

itself, the dilemma from Irhich so far no way out has been founds has no doubt become



,

A vit /1

page 10

obvious also to these who do net, as we dc, have an opportunity to follow closely

the life and growth of AO..

Practically all the main functions cf hygiene and medicine are at the present

time in the melting -pot, and a rapid and most encouraging development is taking

place all over the world. The more -cr -less watertight compartments which have too

often been established between branches of medicine, as, for example, between'

prophylactic medicine, curative medicine and rehabilitation; between a purely,

somatic and a purely psychological approach, and also between medicine on one side

and closely related fields on the ether, are'fcrtunately, in many countries, being

systematically penetrated and broken down under the able and far -sighted leadership

of public- health administrators and clinicians.

New effective weapons have been forged and made available to practically all

specialized branches cf medicine, not only in the form of new drugs and biological

products for preventive and curative purposes, not only as new surgical methods and

revolutionary techniques in the examination of disease and the diseased, but also in

organization and administration.

Public health, once a step -child among the medical specialties, has in the

last decades gained a unique and very strong position indeed. )k re than anything

else, perhaps, the experience gained during the Seeend World War contributed towards

opening the eyes of the world to the tremendous possibilities involved in modern

public- health activities - meaning, in this connexion, properly organized preventive,

curative and rehabilitative medicine.

As you all know, the Sec' nd World 'ear was the first great war in modern history

where more people died directly as a result of military action than of hunger and

epidemics, always before following sc closely in the footsteps of the armies. If

some of the Axis countries had not applied mass eradication of prisoners -cf -war,
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political prisoners and even civilian populations, the'sccre would have been even

better in this respect. Nowhere in the disrupted postwar world did epidemics on a

large scale really get (ut'cf hand as a consequence of war, and never was-the

percentage of survivors higher amongst those soldiers and civilians who had been

wounded. Organized mass application of health services was mainly responsible for

this. Therefore a natural c!uesticn after the war was cverwae this; when we are

capable of producing such results even under the difficult ccnditicns created by

war, why do n -t we utilize these possibilities in peace -time to combat the scourges

of mankind, the physical and mental diseases which still prevail in most countries

in one form or another.

In other words, it became clear,, not only to us, who had perhaps realized it

for a long time, but also 'tc others outside the medical profession, to politicians,
.

economists and l:gislatcrs, that. the problem cf tcday is not first and foremost

lack cf knowledge, but lack of practical application of this knowledge in the field

of health. If half, or one- third, or even one -tenth of the present scientific

knowledge of medicine had been spelt eut in terms of public- health administrations,

hospitals, sick insurance schemes, doctors, nurses and auxiliary personnel, in a

proper production and distribution of drugs, and insecticides, medical literature

and equipment, the picture of the whole world would have been very different indeed

from that which meets the eye today. Not only the expectancy of life would have

changed, not only the possibility for millions and millions to enjoy life and

happiness, but also the productive capacity of vast areas would have been changed

and the standard çf living would have been greatly improved. Ee must not forget, if

you speak in strictly economic terms, that ours is a world of rich countries,

middle -class countries, and poor countries. iaiany of the clouds that darken the

international sky today have been basically produced by the frictions and tensions

1
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which must arise as long as standards of living ááé as different as we find them

in the world. Countries with hundreds of millions of population are still, as

far as protection of life and health is concerned, lagging a hundred years or

more behind. Here is indeed fertile ground for co- ordinated international

action, if this action had its free run.

In 1946 the perspectives for a broad -scale international health programme

were very bright, and still in 1948 the outlook was good. There is no,reason

to hide the fact that in the last year WHO has suffered several setbacks.

First, not less than six Member countries have so far announced that they do not

any longer regard themselves as members of WHO. This is close to 10% of the

Members of the Organization. What makes this unjustifiable and inexplicable

withdrawal the more hurting to the interests of international health is that the

countries in question constitute a group of nations which we, several reasons,

need badly in the World Health Organization. We would again to stress that

the doors are open for them to join up again.

Secondly, the Second World Health Assembly last summer voted a budget com-

pletely inadequate to meet the health needs of the world and also the programme

drawn up by the Executive Board and the Secretariat. The budget which was

passed threatened to reduce WHO to an administrative, planning and collecting

organization only, leaving very little funds and strength for the blood and life

of the Organization - the practical work in the field through its central, and,

first and foremost, through its regional offices. Only a precariously narrow

margin of money now separates us from being a body which would be able to fulfil

mainly its statutory routine functions. Extremely important as these are, they

would, to my mind, not be sufficient in the eyes of the world to justify in the

long. run the continued life and expansion of WHO.
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Thirdly, the so- called four -point programme of technical assistance for

economic development of under -developed countries has not yet materialized.

We have, as you know, put great faith in this broad -minded and generous ida, and

so have a great number of countries all over the world. We have been told that

here there was a way to adjust the rather lopsided situation which had risen

through the fact that the total budget of WHO was smaller than the national

health budget of most of the individual smaller Members of the Organization.

The very way in which this programme was launched and also confirmed by the

Economic and Social Council and by the General Assembly of the United Nations

gave us the firm hope that here at last was a strong initiative to strengthen

the Organization and the idea of the United Nations. Here was a new approach

' which we hoped once and for all would break the line of events which we had with

some concern observed after the war - when new international tasks turn up, to

create new international bodies or to continue the life of ad hoc organizations

instead of utilizing and strengthening those permanent organizations which al-

ready exist within the framework of the United Nations. In the near future we

are confident, however, that we will see a fruitful outcome of this programme

of technical assistance for the economic development of under -developed countries,

and it is our task in this Assembly to prove that we are willing and'ready to

take or.: pa: t in this action. .

I am afraid this Assembly may again be placed in the same somewhat awkward

position as that in which we found ourselves last year, to adopt a programme and

budget in the hope that we would benefit from this other plan, the outcome of

which is still unknown to us.

This, therefore, is the main dilemma of WHO. The vast majority of the

peoples of the world still live in bondage to disease and misery. Science

iy
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knows the means to rapid improvement, and we know how to administer the proper

health measures. We are not dreamers, but practical men. Nevertheless, a

majority of the Member countries themselves voted a budget for WHO which is

disastrously inadequate. Why has this situation arisen and why do we uphold

it? T am not offering an explanation, because I know of io one which would

satisfy you and me.

All this must and will not discourage us. We have now firm ground under

our feet. In a surprisingly short time WHO has taken its place as an indis-

pensable instrument in constructive international work. With all our efforts,

with patience and understanding, not least through the actions of this Assembly,

we will try to overcome the setbacks and continue on the solid foundation which

has been laid.

No one T am sure can survey the activities of WHO during the last year with-

out being strongly impressed by the able way in which the Executive Board has

tried to fulfil the intentions of the Second World Health Assembly; further,

by the achievements of the hardworking and competent Secretariat, and by the

invaluable advice given by a number of expert committees, and also by the way in

which the young regional offices are going forward in their decentralized

practical work, The question, however, should never be put by any one country

in this way: what can WHO do, or what it can do for me? The proper question iss

what can and will we - the countries - do with and through WHO? The activities

of 71BBO represent, in fact, first and foremost, the survey of the degree to which

national governments utilize WHO. The year which has passed clearly reflects

the rapidly growing realization of governments that many health problems require

for their solution international action and advice. Governments are more and

more willing not only to accept services, but also to offer services.

r
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Finally, during this last year it has sometimes been difficult to avoid the

impression that ïHO also has been touched by the icy and destructive hands

of a ghost called the "cold war ". What is the answer from an organization

such as this to that problem? It is very simple, fellow- delegates. It is

the privilege of a physician, when he is called to the bedside of a suffering

child, an ailing. woman, the diseased man in despair, to be able to disregard

completely the criteria by which human beings are still too often judged and

evaluated in this world - colour, creed, social position and bank account.

Indeed, it is not only the privilege of the doctor to disregard these criteria,

it is his simple duty as a physician to do so. This privilege and duty of

the physician, of our profession, is also the privilege and duty of WHO.

Therefore, it is the task of the Third World Health P_ssembly to see to it that

we fulfil our obligations and carry out our work in this same spirit. We

must conduct it in such a way that governments, peoples, other organizations

within the United Nations, and non -governmental organizations all over the world

will understand that, given a fair opportunity in its own technical field,

WHO can contribute substantially towards a better future, towards security

and peace. With these words I have the honour to declare the Third World

Health ,ssembly open.

4. LDD ESS BY THE DIRECTOR -GENER .L OF THE WORLD HF_ LTH ORGINIZ TION

The .'CTING PRESIDENT: I have the pleasure to call upon the Director-

General of the World Health Organization, Dr. Chisholm.
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The DIRECTOR- GEMER \L: Mr. President, Mr. Secretary -General, Messieurs

the representatives of the Republic, Canton and Municipality of Geneva,

ladies and gentlemen, it is a great privilege for me to welcome you at the

opening session of the Third World Health Assembly. You have gathered here

in Geneva to plan a new phase in the battle for world health, at a time when

the turn of this mid- century provides us with ah opportunity for taking stock

of the achievements made by mankind in the fields of science, art, medicine

and other human endeavours.

With your kind permission I would like to take advantage of this occasion

to raise a few questions of great importance to the task which first brought us

together in 1946, and which today confronts us with a series of problems of

wide significance for the World Health Organizationfs existence. These

questions can be formulated simply as follows. Vhat ;. °, NIA; r=orlashert in the

last year? 'What is being planned for 1951? 'chat are the needs of the world

which cur long- range work'will have to satisfy and, lastly, what are the

essential conditions for the successful carrying -out of this work?

On the first two questions I can be very brief. You have you the

:C.nnual Report of the Director- General for 1949 I am sure that upon reading it

you will agree with me that, within the limitations we had to face during that

year, a serious effort was made to implement the main decisions of the First

World Health lssembly.

Under the direction of the Executive Board, the Secretariat of the World

Health ''ganization was set up on a basis which should ensure its functioning

with the maximum degree of efficiency, and at the 'same time with enough flexi-

bility to provide for all modifications which may become necessary in the light
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of experience. Thanks to the generous help of the Swiss authorities, and

the co-operation of the United Nations _, to whom in your name I extend our

warmest thanks -we shall soon have permanent accommodation in this Palais

with a minimum strain on our very reduced budget.

We have been active in decentralizing the work of the Organization. By

the end of 19493 regional offices were functioning in Llexandria for the Eastern

Mediterranean Region and in New Delhi for the South- East .1sia Regions while

the Pan y"..merican Sanitary Bureau in Washington is serving as the Regional

Office for the Americas, as the initial step towards integration of the Bureau

with WHO. _A Special Office was sot up for Europe3 to pave the way for the

creation of a regional office for that area; and the remaining regional

organizations will come into being as soon as the majority of the countries in

the regions concerned so decide and sufficient money is made available.

Through the regional offices, and the services rendered by advisers and

consultants in more than half of the Member. States, a good beginning was made in

1949 to implement a basic principle emphasized by the First Health a:ssembly3

namely,. that contributions by the World Health Organization to the solution of

health problems be based on a thoron °l understanding of the conditions and needs

prevailing in individual countries. In addition to these services, ten demon-

stration teams started work in the South -East , "_sia and Eastern Mediterranean

Lreas. Early in 1950 others were deplo :ed in the rill these combat

the very diseases against which the 1949 Lssembly decided that international

action should be undertakent malaria, venereal disease and tuberculosis.

Furthermore, promising evidence of the World Health Organization's determination

to promote positive health is revealed by the work of the first maternal and

child health demonstration team in New Delhi, by the visit of



A3 /VR /1

page is

a WHO consultant to the Philippines to advise the Government on the development

of local mental -health facilities and, as far as environmental sanitation is

concerned, by the assistance given to improve sanitary conditions in the camps of

Arab refugees.

The planning and carrying out of these activities were greatly facilitated

by the various expert committees, members of which are rendering valuable

assistance to our organization, in putting at its disposal the latest results of

scientific research and advising it on details of its programme.

While I do not need to underline in this gathering the importance to our

Member States of certain tasks accomplished by our technical services, such as

the completion of'the Pharmacopoea Internationalis, the Sixth Revision of the

International List of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Death, the expansion of

our epidemiological warning system, and the progress made toward the revision of

the International Sanitary Conventions, I would like to make more than a passing

reference to our fellowship programme, which is designed to spread the most up-

to-date knowledge and techniques of medical science, to all countries. Two

hundred and seven fellowships were awarded in 1949. Of these, 91 were in the

field of communicable diseases, including the three top priorities. Maternal and

child health accounted for 23, while 44 went to public -health administration and

other public -health activities, as a part of the WHO effort to strengthen public -

health services in many countries.

The continuation of all these activities, which I have only illustrated, is

provided for in the 1951 programme which is submitted, together with the comments

of the Executive Board, for your consideration.
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This programme contains specific projects, through which national health -

administrations would be further assisted and strengthened, and which would thus

assist them in carrying out further malaria, tuberculosis and venereal disease

control, as well as developing maternal and child care, mental health, nutrition,

environmental sanitation, health statistics and medical training facilities.

As part of the same 1951 programme, you will also examine projects to be

financed through funds which, we expect, will become available under the United

Nations expanded programme of technical assistance for economic development.

This undertaking will allow for an extension of our various services to under-

developed areas, and for an intensification of those international health

campaigns which are a prerequisite for the rehabilitation of agricultural and

industrial workers, at present weakened by such diseases as malaria, venereal

diseases, the pestilential and parasitic diseases, etc.

Finally, you have before you a four -year plan, formulated by the Executive

Board, and submittedto you as a framework within which annual programmes could

be developed, starting in 1952. This plan contains all the characteristics

which the First Health Assembly decided should be those of the World Health

Organisation's work; it is limited to activities which are internationally

feasible and universally important, and its essential functions are related to

the aim of strengthening public -health services everywhere.

If I have taken your time with this outline of our past and present work, it

was.not with the intention of congratulating ourselves on a job well done.

Quite the contrary. I feel that the kind of balance I have tried to establish

should help us to realize how far we still are from the paramount objective we

define in our Constitution as "the attainment by all peoples of the highest
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possible level of health'. It also provides us with an opportunity to state

frankly the reasons for our failure to move more rapidly toward that objective.

Indeed, our achievements seem singularly insignificant when measured

against the most appalling array of international health needs ever revealed

in man's history. We have no statistics which could define adequately and

precisely the extent to which the vitality of mankind is today sapped by

physical and mental illness, but, even if such statistics were available, it

would be unnecessary to exhibit them ins-this Assembly. No one knows better

than you what malaria, which still attacks perhaps 300 million people every

year, means to those living in the tropics and subL tropics, and who are, in

addition, exposed to an endless number of other infectious, parasitic and

nervous diseases. Need I recall:here the roster of illness prevailing in

the Eastern Mediterranean, headed by schistosomiasis, trachoma, bejel and the

various forms of dysentery? Are statistics needed to remind us of the

problems which tuberculosis, yaws and syphilis raise in South America? In

addition, and according to a conservative estimate, 13 million people in that

region are infected by malaria, while at ]s ast threequarters of the Americans

living between the Rio Grande and Cape Horn suffer from dysentery or other

-intestinal diseases. None of us here has to be reminded of the alarming

importance of the fact that in most parts of the world the average life span

is no more than 35 years, or that, in great areas of Asia, one in five, or.

perhaps even one in four, infants die before the end of the first year of life,

and that one-fifth of all the deaths throughout the yrorld are due to faulty

environmental conditions.

The terrifying aspect of these statements on world health, often made in

almost stereotyped fashion, is that most of the diseases from which humanity
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suffers are, at the present stage of deve`ppment, entir,*l.y avoidable. We

know that the means to fight and eventually eradicate most of these scourges

exist. We know that the facilities to raise a physically and mentally healthy

generation are not lacking today. What is lacking and what is urgently needed

is a greater determination on the part of many national administrations to ex-

pand the health resources of their countries,and thus raise the health standards

of their populations, seconded by an active international effort to ensure to

all people the largest possible application of the discoveries made in the

various fields of medical science and public health techniques. It was out of

this necessity that the World Health Organization was born. Through their

representatives, the people of the world in 1946 expressed their desire for our

organization to become a medium for this great process of mutual support and

exchange, the instruments through which skills, knowledge, drugs and equipment

internationally available would help to establish.sound and vigorous health

administrations everywhere.

Why is it that our activities are still lagging behind the vitally impor-

tant needs which we proclaimed more than four years. ago? Let us state here

frankly that our failure is due mainly to the inability of our governments to

appreciate more fully the significance of health in the promotion of human pros-

perity, and therefore their unwillingness to support with adequate financial

means the various national and international efforts made for.the improvement of

the status of world health, Though some few governments recognize fully their

responsibilities for the health of their peoples most of you face serious budge-

tary handicaps which are still frustrating your attempts to relievo your nationals

from the sufferings inflicted upon them by .so many physical and mental diseases.

And your collective presence here today is,proof of your belief that additional

money given to this organization would pay dividends in facilitating your indi-

vidual tasks in contributing to the well -being of the human race as a whole.
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To secure sufficient funds for our work primarily at the national level is, I

submit, one of the major responsibilities we must squarely face now, We must do all ,

we can to convince governments that at a time when they allot Unions for unproductive

rearmament purposes, at least a few more millions should be invested in the most

precious values they have to protect: the health of their people and the health of

their people's children.

I say this with a full realization of the tremendous economic and social demands

which all governments have to face as a result of one of the most disastrous wars in

our history, and as part of the efforts to lay the foundations of a more prosperous,

equitable and peaceful world. And I say it because I owe it to you, who entrusted

me with a great and responsible task, as I owe it to the millions of people who have

put their hopes in this organization, to warn those who are engaged in building a new

world that none of their political and economic plans have a chance of success unless

they include serious and sustained efforts to ensure to everybody the enjoyment of

the highest attainable standards of health which the Constitution proclaims to be

",me of the fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race,

religion, political belief, economic or social condition ".

The vicious circle which exists between bad health and low productivity has indeed

become a commonplace and today, when increased food production is one of the most

important problems of the world, nobody can deny the fact that the productive

potentialities of as yet undeveloped, or insufficiently developed lands will remain

unrealized unless the health and the working capacity of their inhabitants are

strengthened. And if our recent history has taught us any lesson, it is surely tha t

both peace and security are illusions, and dangerous illusions, when the majority of

people on this earth are sick and hungry.

The governments of the world must have the courage to recognize these facts

and accept the responsibility they impose. There are no short cuts to improve
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health. If the promises made in the Constitution of the World Health

Organization are to be carried out, sacrifices must be accepted by all governments

in terms of money, manpower and prestige - and I repeat, by all governments, because

I cannot conceive of any nation which would want to remain neutral in an undertaking

the only am of which is to alleviate human suffering and to prepare a healthier

tomorrow for our children. Let us never forget the simple truth which brought

us together four years ago and which must unite us again today; world health,

world security and world peace are indivisible and closely interrelated,

Finally, the tendon between the great Powers and others is not only a

threat to peace, it is also the most serious obstacle to economic and social

progress. All governments must do their utmost to put an end to this state of

tension, which is increasingly dividing the world. We have to go back to the

principles expressed in the Charter of the United Nations which, until now, have

never been applied. Nevertheless, their application today is even more necessary

than when they were first formulated in 1945. The time has come, indeed, when

governments, instead of wasting their energies on political quarrels, should devote

them to the aims of the United Nations: the building of a healthy, prosperous

and peaceful world.

I fervently hope that your work will be successful and will contribute directly;

and to an important degree, to the solution of this vital problem. On this

solution the lives of all peoples depend today.

5. PROVISION'L + ^_DOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE

HEALTH 1, ^,SE BLY

The ACTING PRES1'.NT: We have still three items left on this morning's agenda.

The first is the provisional adoption of amendments to the Rules of Procedure of

the World Health Assembly proposed by the Government of Belgium recommended by the

Executive Board - document A3/30 and item 5 of the provisional agenda. Are there

any objections ?
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In the absence of any Opposition these amendments to the Rules of

Procedure of the World Health Assembly have been provisionally adopted.

6. ESTAIBLISHONT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS

The ACTING PRESIDENT: The next item on the agenda is the establishment

of a Committee on Credentials.

Under Rule 17 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly a Committee

on Credentials, consisting of 12 delegates of as many Members, shall be

appointed. at the beginning of each session by the Health Assembly on the

proposal of the President. The committee shall elect its own officers.

I would. like to suggest the following names Austria, Belgium, Burma,

Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvadcr; Iraq, Ireland; Israel, Korea,

- Netherlands and Pcr°tugal. Are there any objections?

In the absence of any opposition a Committee on Credentials has been

estabJ.i.shed according to the croposal of the Presdent.

I will ask the members of the Committee on Credentials to meet immediately

after the end of this session in Room ; to eLeet their officers. We then

would ask the Committee on Credentials to work this afternoon and prepare its

report this afternoon so that it can be circulated tonight. That will give

us an opportunity to take action on the report in the plenary meeting tomorrow

morning,

7. ESTf.RLISf?'lIENT OF COlV1MITTEE ON NOMINATIONS

The ACTING PRESIDENT: The last item on the agenda this morning is the

establishment of a Committee on Nominations. According to the amended Rule

18, which. you have just previsicnrlly adopted, of the Rules of Procedure of the
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World Health Assembly, there shall be elected by the Health Assembly, at the

beginning of each regular session, a Committee on Nominations consisting of

18 delegates of as many members. I would like to suggest for your consideration

the following list of names: Brazil, Canada, Ceylon, Denmark, France, India,

Italy, New Zealand, Pakistan, Sweden, Syria, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the

Union of South Africa, the United States of America, Venezuela and Yugoslavia.

We have just found out at the rostrum that there are only 17 names;

we are checking now with the original list. I would like to suggest that we

add as the first name on the list "Bolivia". Are there any additional

suggestions? Any opposition?

I then declare that a Nominations Committee has been established

according to the suggestion made from the rostrum.

I will ask the Committee on Nominations also to meet immediately, in Room

10, to elect its officers and I would also ask that committee to proceed with

its work as early as possible this afternoon, to be able to present its report

for circulation tonight. That would again give us an opportunity to act on

the report of the Committee on Nominations tomorrow morning in plenary session.

There are no further items on the agenda for this morning. The next

meeting of the plenary session will be tomorrow at 10 otclock.

The meeting rose at 12.20 p.m.


