
 

AFR/RC42/R7: Final evaluation report of the International Drinking Water Supply and  

 Sanitation Decade (1981-1990) in the African Region of WHO 
 

The Regional Committee, 

 

Having considered the document on the Evaluation of the International Drinking Water 

Supply and Sanitation Decade (1981-1990) in the African Region of WHO presented by the 

Regional Director; 

 

Recalling resolution WHA42.25 of the World Health Assembly on sustained efforts to 

extend and intensify Decade activities in the 1990s in the framework of the Health-for-All Strategy, 

and resolution AFR/RC41/R4 on accelerating the implementation of water supply and sanitation 

programmes in the African Region of WHO; 

 

Noting that while significant progress has been achieved during the Decade by the countries, 

with increased external and financial support in providing better access to water supply and 

sanitation facilities, countries are still encountering difficulties in achieving the set goals especially 

in rural and peri-urban areas; 

 

Recognizing that maximum use should be made of lessons learnt and experiences gained 

during the Decade in overcoming the major constraints hampering the development of the sector; 

 

Concerned with the immense task ahead and the enormous financial, manpower and material 

resources required to achieve the goal of universal access to safe water supply and sanitation in the 

Region; 

 

Reiterating the fact that safe water supply and sanitation continues to play a special role in 

promoting the concept of safe drinking water supply and sanitation as an essential component of 

primary health care; 

 

1. CONGRATULATES the Regional Director for his comprehensive report on the 

Evaluation of the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade in the 

African Region of WHO; 

 

2. ENDORSES the Report of the Regional Director; 

 

3. THANKS all external support agencies that contributed to the development of the 

sector during the Decade and requests their continued support in the 1990s; 

 

4. EXPRESSES satisfaction with the efforts made by Member States to ensure 

appreciable progress towards the goal of the Decade in spite of the many constraints 

encountered; 

 

5. URGES Member States: 

 

(i) to pursue the implementation of the regional strategies and action plans endorsed 

by the forty-first session of the Regional Committee and in resolution 

AFR/RC41/R4 on the development of water supply and sanitation programmes 

in the 1990s; 

 

 



 

(ii) to ensure that bodies responsible for water supply and sanitation, including, 

where applicable, ministries of health, critically review their Decade experience 

in order to consider whether a change of strategy in objectives and targets would 

be appropriate, bearing in mind that these services are essential for the 

attainment of the goal of Health for All by the Year 2000; 

(iii) to develop institutional structures that will enable communities to assume 

responsibility in planning, financing and implementation, particularly with 

regard to operation and maintenance; 

 

(iv) to encourage more vigorous community mobilization with a view to generating 

locally the necessary additional resources for sustaining the water supply and 

sanitation programme; 

 

(v) to give particular attention to specific elements that enhance sustainability such 

as the use of appropriate and affordable technologies the involvement of women, 

the integration of health and hygiene education, cost recovery, drinking water 

quality surveillance and control; 

 

(vi) to monitor the resulting impact of safe water and sanitation on health, giving 

particular attention to the reduction of diarrhoeal diseases, including cholera and 

the reduction of schistosomiasis and dracunculiasis, particularly in the affected 

areas; 

 

(vii) to emphasize that the provision of safe drinking water should accompany or 

closely follow the provision of excreta disposal facilities and health and hygiene 

education and to increase funds for these activities; 

 

(viii) to periodically review the status of community water supply and sanitation in 

terms of service coverage and other relevant factors; 

 

(ix) to encourage greater investment in national water supply and sanitation 

programmes both by national governments and external donors; 

 

6. REQUESTS the Regional Director: 

 

(i) to continue to support the countries in implementing resolution AFR/RC41/R4 

"Accelerating the implementation of water supply and sanitation programmes in 

the African Region", by seeking to obtain the greatest possible benefits for health 

and ensuring that sanitation develops pari passu with water supply; 

 

(ii) to continue strengthening the Organization's technical cooperation particularly in 

regard to manpower, institutional and technological developments, information 

exchange and international coordination; 

 

(iii) to continue to collaborate with other United Nations agencies, bilateral and 

multilateral bodies to direct more of their resources towards the crucial needs of 

Member States, ensuring that their support is of the greatest possible benefit to 

health; 

 

 



 

(iv) to report periodically to future Regional Committee sessions, under a separate 

agenda item on developments resulting from the implementation of the present 

resolution. 
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