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SPECIAL SESSION OF THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY ON 
THE BENEFITS OF DEVELOPING A WHO CONVENTION, 
AGREEMENT AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT ON 
PANDEMIC PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 
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 Chairpersons 
 

 

1. South Africa aligns itself with the statement of the Africa Region 

as well as the Joint Statement of the Friends of the Treaty on 

Pandemic Preparedness and Response. We further endorse in 

our national capacity the statement delivered by Honourable 

Minister Phaahla on behalf of a Group of Southern Africa 

countries. 

 
 
2. We appreciate the contributions from all Member States in 

producing the report tabled by the Working Group on 

Strengthening WHO Preparedness and Response to Health 

Emergencies. We sincerely thank all delegations for their 

participation in processes leading to this Special Session which 

reflected their commitment to halt the scourge of pandemics.  

We are pleased to co-sponsor the decision which is tabled for 

adoption by this esteemed Assembly.   
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3. Nearly two years into the pandemic, the virus continues to 

devastate lives, livelihoods and economies, reversing hard 

fought developmental gains.  Inequity persists as the virus 

replicates with new variants further exacerbating shortages of 

medical countermeasures. We regret the efforts to ascribe the 

variant to certain countries as these countries are in turn 

committed to upholding the principles of transparency, and 

sharing of health information and data within the framework of 

multilateralism. In this regards, we call for immediate lifting of 

unjustified, punitive travel restrictions imposed by certain 

countries. We trust that a new legally binding international 

instrument on pandemic prevention, preparedness and 

response will address such critical matters.  

 
 
4. The importance of equitable access to lifesaving vaccines, 

therapeutics and diagnostics continues to be a priority for most 

countries as well as facilitating technology transfer to unlock 

local production and manufacturing capacities. 

 
 
5. In conclusion, while we state that no-one is safe until everyone 

is safe everywhere, our actions do not attest to this ideal, lacking 

urgency and commitment. The most important lesson we have 

learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic is that of better 

preparedness and adequate, effective response.  

 

6. I Thank You 


