
1 

  

 
 
 
 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
 

BOTDWANA NATIONAL STATEMENT  
TO THE 

WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY SPECIAL SESSION  
29 NOVEMBER 2021 

 
DR EDWIN GORATAONE DIKOLOTI 

 
 

 
MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

      Republic of Botswana 



2 

Chairperson, 
1. Botswana aligns with the Statement we delivered on behalf of the 

47 Member States of the Africa Region. 
 

2. Indeed, COVID-19 pandemic has revealed the weakness of the 
current global mechanisms on pandemic preparedness and 
response, exposed and further deepened inequalities and placed the 
multilateral system under scrutiny.  

3. As guided by the WHO, we believe that the current COVID-19 
pandemic response and measures should follow a risk based and 
scientific approach, guided by the principles of multilateral 
cooperation, solitary, transparency in sharing data while ensuring 
equitable access and distribution to medical countermeasures that 
include vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics, as well as health 
system support to deliver these tools.  

4. In this regard, we should all be united and coordinated in the 
COVID-19 response as we collectively seek to launch a process that 
establishes an intergovernmental negotiating body to strengthen 
pandemic prevention, preparedness and response, at this Special 
Session of the World Health Assembly. Botswana is therefore 
committed to continue to work with other Member States as we 
embark on this important mandate. We have joined the Africa 
region Member States to co-sponsor the decision point under 
consideration by the Health Assembly.  
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Chairperson, Botswana would also like to align to the statement delivered 
by Republic of South Africa on behalf of a Group of Southern African 
countries, to ensure a COVID-19 pandemic global coordinated response  
 

1. Botswana first reported the new variant B.1.1.529 now known as 
OMICRON as part of our routine genomic surveillance of SARS-
CoV-2, first amongst four imported cases tested on the 11th 
November 2021. To date, 84% of the cases of the new OMICRON 
variant are imported while the remaining are introduced cases. All 
the clients have reported mild to moderate symptoms. 

 
2. The discovery of the new variant comes at the time when the 

national vaccine coverage stands at least 74% of adults above the 
age of 18 years having received one dose of COVID-19 vaccine and 
66.8% of the Botswana eligible population being fully 
vaccinated, as of 23 November, 2021. 

 
3. As of 20 November 2021, Botswana had registered cumulatively a 

total of 231, 653 COVID-19 cases with 2, 481 related deaths. The 
country has been experiencing a steady decline in the number of 
new cases over the last 3 months; with an average of 17 infections 
per 100 000 currently compared to 648 cases per 100 000 
population during the peak of the third wave in July, 2021, and 
significant reduction of mortalities with a case fatality rate of 
0.26%. 
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5. At the start of the pandemic, the country invested in building some 
capacity to be able to detect and respond, and contribute to the 
growing scientific knowledge on Genomic Sequencing and 
Evolution of Variants in Botswana. We have cumulatively 
sequenced over 2200 samples since September 2020. In this regard 
we have been able to identify many virus lineages, some of which 
have been classified by the WHO as Variants of Concern and 
Variants of Interest. 

6. Botswana therefore wishes to categorically condemn the travel 
and flight restrictions that have been imposed on some Southern 
African countries including Botswana due to our timely reporting of 
the COVID-19 new variant. We therefore call for the lifting of these 
travel restrictions that have been imposed on our Region. As has 
been indicated by the WHO, experience from the pandemic has 
shown that the travel restrictions have played only a small role in 
averting the spread of the COVID-19 infections. These travel and 
trade restrictions will only continue to place significant burden on 
our society and the economies, which were only starting to recover 
since the start of this COVID-19 pandemic. It is important to 
incentivize the scientific progress in particular by developing 
countries and not subject them to discriminatory policies. 

Chairperson, 
 
I thank You 


