+CIFRC

79t World Health Assembly
Agenda item 13.3 — Open -ended intergovernmental Working Group on the WHO Pandemic Agreement

Statement of the International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)

22 May 2026, Geneva
(Submitted in Writing)

The IFRC welcomes progress reported under Item 13.3 The Pandemic Agreement and the amended IHR call for
more investments in trust, equity, and local action. The current Bundibugyo Ebola outbreak in the DRC and
Uganda reminds us once more that health threats require international cooperation and solidarity. Ahead of
the 2026 UN High-Level Meeting on Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness and Response, we urge Member
States to invest in locally led surveillance, risk communication and community engagement; ensure equitable
access to countermeasures; and protect community health workers and volunteers. Through our 191 National
Societies and 17 million volunteers, we remain ready to partner with Member States to build resilient health
systems.

Thank you.
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