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Honourable Chatr,
Director-General,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

The Republic of The Gambia believes that social participation is fundamental to
building inclusive, people-centred, and accountable health systems. It ensures that
policies and programmes are responsive to the needs of communities, particularly
women, children, and vulnerable populations.

In The Gambia, we have made deliberate efforts to institutionalize community
engagement as part of our health system strengthening agenda. Through community
health structures, local governance platforms, and stakeholder consultations, we are
enhancing citizen voice, improving service delivery, and strengthening
accountability.

We recognize that meaningful social participation goes beyond consultation. It
requires structured mechanisms that empower communities to actively contribute to
decision-making, planning, and monitoring of health services.



However, challenges remain. We request WHO to help address the limited capacity
at the community level, fragmented engagement platforms, and resource constraints.
Addressing these gaps is critical to ensuring that no one is left behind.

We call on WHO to mobilize the international community to support institutional
frameworks to embed social participation, health literacy, financing, partnership,
and country-led efforts to advance social participation as a core pillar of Universal
Health Coverage.

The Gambia remains committed to building a health system that is not only
accessible and resilient, but also responsive to the voices and needs of its people.

I thank you.
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