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Chair, Excellencies, Colleagues, 

Italy fully aligns itself with the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union and its 
Member States.  

Social isolation is a key determinant of inequalities in physical and mental health. Italy has 
high interest in WHO’s work on social connection and social isolation as it intercepts the 
ageing of our population, the increasing prevalence of chronic conditions and the high 
prevalence rates of young people Not Engaged in Education, Employment or Training.  

It is urgent to reorient health and social services towards proactive community services 
offering home visiting, and supporting carers and families. We need to train professionals in 
using relationships as working tools, we need guide lines, tools and best practices, as for 
example on social prescribing models. 

For all these reasons, we welcome the Resolution “Fostering social connection for global 
health”. 

Thank you Chair.  
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