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Statement of I.R. Iran on:

"Eradication of dracunculiasis "
According to the disease elimination document (1), no cases of the disease have

been reported in Iran since 1970, and in 1996, following a visit by the international
certification team, the elimination of the disease in Iran was officially confirmed.

Summary of certification actions

A first group of three countries - Pakistan, Islamic Republic of Iran and Cuba - was presented
to the Commission for review of the epidemiological status of dracunculiasis.

Pakistan, which recorded its last case in October 1993, submitted a detailed country report. It
was visited by an International Certification Team (ICT) from 7 September to 7 October 1996,
The Islamic Republic of Iran, with the last cases of dracunculiasis documented in the early
1970s, was visited by an ICT from 17 November to 14 December 1996. These two country
reports and those of the ICT% indicated that criteria for certification of dracunculiasis
eradication were met in both countries and Team members concluded that Pakistan and
Islamic Republic of Iran are free of guinea worm transmission.

Cuba reported and published its last cases of endemic dracunculiasis in 1864. But because
guinea worm was detected among Africans in Cuba between 1980 and 1992, the Commission
at the first Meeting in 1995 requested that, in addition to the report, a detailed evaluation of
Cuba’s watet supply be made. Thus, a field visit by a WHO consultant took place from 11 to
16 November 1996.  On the basis of the complementary information provided, the
Commission concluded that Cuba is free of dracunculiasis transmission.



WHO/FIL/(DRA)7.192

4. Austria, Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Colombia, Cook Islands,
Cuba, Dominican Republic, Finland, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kiribati,
Mongolia, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Romaria, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago and Vanuatu should
be granted certification as these countties were recognized free of
dracunculiasis transmission, The following classification should be used to
facilitate easy monitoring of the certification progress in countries of the
world: (1} currently endemic or endemic in the last three vears; (2) no longer
endemic, (3) considered at risk; and (4) never endemic. These categories were
further subdivided according to certification status, namely (a)current
transmission; (b) begun pre-certification activities; (c) ready for presentation to
the ICCDE; (d) certified (4nnex 3). 1

Thank you for your attention.
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