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Agenda item 27

Collaboration within the United Nations system and with other intergovernmental organizations

Honorable Chair, esteemed delegates, distinguished colleagues,

It is an honor for me to speak today on behalf of the Gulf Health Council (GHC).

We welcome the Director-Generals report and commend the efforts made to advance the
health agenda with the United Nations and to cooperate closely with it. We also commend the
strengthening of cooperation between the World Health Organization and the other

Intergovernmental Organizations.

Regional Economic Integration Organizations have in the past 20 years taken major steps
towards developing regional health policies and public health organizations such as the
European CDC and Africa CDC. Indeed today, after including the ASEAN Center for Public
Health Emergencies and Emerging Diseases, 70 % of WHOs Member States are covered by not
only national, but also intergovernmental regional public health entities, with the aim of
advancing public health priorities and driving progress towards achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals.

It is worth noting that Countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council have coordinated health
policies since 1976 within the Gulf Health Council. The level of joint Gulf Health work has
advanced, as the leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council decided at Al-Ula Summit, January
2021, to strengthen Public Health activities by establishing the Gulf Center for Disease
Prevention and Control (Gulf CDC). Gulf Health Council and Gulf CDC are already collaborating

with WHO at the National level, regional and global levels within their technical mandates.

We look forward to strengthening this impactful and efficient collaboration in the coming

years.

Thank you.



