
Portugal 

World Health Organization 

77th World Health Assembly 

(27th May – 1st June 2024) 

 
Item 20 – Health conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including east 

Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan 
 

Explanation of Vote 
 
 
Dear Chair, 

Portugal would like to make an explanation of vote regarding the amendment 
presented by Israel on which we voted in favour. 

We are appalled by the loss civilian life, whether Palestinian or Israeli and 
appeal again to an immediate ceasefire and the unconditional release of all 
hostages. We condemn the terrorist attacks of Hamas. 

Our vote on this amendment in no way can be construed as condoning any 
destruction of health facilities or attacks on ambulances and medical and 
humanitarian personnel. We have consistently emphasized the necessity of 
protecting and supporting hospitals, healthcare professionals and for 
international organizations in Gaza to be allowed to operate efficiently. This 
includes ensuring supplies for life-saving operations and providing safe and 
effective evacuation routes and unhindered and at scale humanitarian 
assistance. 

 

 


