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The Philippines appreciates the report on the Global technical strategy and targets for malaria 2016-
2030.

In the Philippines, Malaria is only present in two villages. With malaria nearing elimination, we
recognize that engaging political leaders to commit can be difficult. However, as a country that was
predominantly afflicted with the disease a few decades ago, we stress the urgency for commitments to
be translated into local investments for malaria control. To facilitate elimination, the country
implements a multi-sectoral approach at the national and local level considering health systems factors
and social determinants of health such as cultural and lifestyle practices of populations, especially

indigenous peoples.

We also underscore the need to increase strategic investments for malaria, at national and subnational
levels. The development partners play a critical role in supporting low-resourced countries and
communities, especially those with limited capacities to mobilize domestic resources for Malaria
elimination programs. To ensure equity, the Philippines makes certain that international funding and
distribution of funds for malaria are earmarked in its local planning and operations particularly in
indigenous communities and geographically isolated areas . In addition to mobilizing resources,

increasing allocative efficiency should also be prioritized.

The Philippines highlights the importance of strengthening strategies for quality assurance including
the biological threats of insecticide and antimalarial drug resistance. We annually conduct quality
assurance on vector control and insecticide susceptibility studies in sentinel sites in areas where vector

control is thoroughly implemented.



As the country approaches elimination, a shift to an integrated drug efficacy surveillance has been
recommended, which incorporates drug resistance monitoring as part of the routine malaria

surveillance and response. Technical support is needed in the transition.

Thank you.
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