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Statement of I.R. Iran on:
"Economics and Health for All"

First, we express our gratitude to the esteemed authors of this report and the
independent WHO council on the Economics of Health for All. This groundbreaking
report introduces a fresh perspective by emphasizing the intersection of economy
and health. Notably, it proposes an innovative approach aimed at redefining how we
value, produce, and distribute health and well-being to reach the ultimate goal i.e. to
foster healthy, equitable, and sustainable societies.

We would like to highlight some key strengths and takeaways of the report, which
we have noted:

1. Reorienting the economy: The report advocates for aligning economic
policies with the objective of creating health and well-being for all. This
shift in focus can lead to transformative outcomes.

2. Public capacity strengthening: By emphasizing the role of public
institutions, the report underscores the need to enhance their capacity in
health-related matters.

3. Private sector collaboration: Recognizing the private sector's influence,
the report encourages strategic cooperation to achieve health goals.

4. Ministries of Health and Finances engagement: Dialogue and
partnership between health ministries and the broader economy are crucial
for effective policy implementation.

5. Multi-Sectoral financial action: The report highlights the importance of
cross-sector collaboration to address health challenges comprehensively.
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6. ""The cost of inaction exceeds the cost of action''. This powerful statement

underscores the urgency of investing in health. Delaying necessary
measures can have far-reaching consequences.

7. "Health financing is a long-term investment'’. Prioritizing health funding

ensures sustained well-being and resilience against future crises.

However, there are challenges ahead of this initiative as such:

l.

2.

Private sector participation: Balancing private sector involvement while
safeguarding public health interests remains a challenge.

Health financing: Adequate funding for health systems, especially during
crises, requires innovative solutions.

Information gaps: Addressing insufficient data sources in health economics
1s essential for evidence-based decision-making.

We would like to bring up some recommendations. WHO should support member

states to:

1. Calculate the share of health and prevention within financial resources,
considering costs and revenues (i.e. accurate resource allocation)

2. Establish a robust monitoring system to track health-related expenditures.
(i.e. monitoring health sector costs)

3. Invest in health professionals and managers' understanding of health
economics (i.e. capacity building)

4. Conduct targeted studies to assess healthcare interventions' efficiency (i.e.
cost-effectiveness Studies)

5. Safeguard financial resources within the health sector by preventing
diversion to other areas (i.e. resource protection)

6. Allocate financial resources strategically, emphasizing health promotion and

preventive measures (i.e. prioritizing public health and prevention)

This report provides a roadmap for reorienting economies toward a future where
health is truly for all. Let us heed its insights and work collectively to build healthier
societies worldwide.

Thank you Madam/Mr. Chairperson



