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Agenda item 15.1

EB154/21 and A77/4
Statement of I.R. Iran on
Social determinants of health
Progress of the World Report on Social Determinants of Health Equity

We commend the secretariat experts for compiling the comprehensive report of EB154/21 after
taking extensive consultative processes.

Based on the collected evidences, the report has proposed coordinated actions to enhance health
equity by addressing structural determinants across four key areas: economic inequality;
people-centered services; climate change and social transitions; and a participatory health
sector. However, we cordially propose some simplification to the text to transfer valuable
concepts better.

Based on Iran's experiences, a determinant is missing from the report. Alongside the Covid-19
pandemic, droughts and natural disasters (such as floods and earthquakes), Iranian citizens
grapple with economic challenges due to sanctions, These adversities significantly impact daily
life.

To bolster health systems and ensure equitable access to services during crises and social
transitions, we would like to reiterate the following recommended measures in the report:

1. Improve access to health services by developing/or upgrading PHC system and
prioritize access for disadvantaged and vulnerable subgroups.

2. Policy Development: Create policies to reduce inequality and promote health
awareness.

3. Special Needs Consideration: Pay specific attention to vulnerable populations (such as

children, elderly, pregnant women, and those with disabilities).

Mental Health Promotion: Develop strategies to enhance mental well-being.

Cultivate a health-conscious culture: Raise health awareness in workplaces, schools,

and universities.

6. Strengthen health system capacity: Enhance capacities for crises management and
epidemic response.
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For effective implementation, it is crucial to strengthen information infrastructure for
monitoring health equity. Analyzing indicators related to social determinants of health (such
as income, education, housing, urban/rural life, and access to health services) is essential. A
technology-based registration system can facilitate continuous monitoring of social
determinants of health equity.

By engaging community participation and inter-sectoral coordination, countries can address
health equity challenges and prioritize interventions at various levels within the health system.

Thank you Madam/Mr. Chairperson



