
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

Fédération internationale des Sociétés de la Croix-Rouge et du Croissant-Rouge 
Federación Internacional de Sociedades de la Cruz Roja y de la Media Luna Roja 

 األحمر  والهالل   األحمر   الصل�ب  لجمع�ات  الدو�ي  االتحاد 

 

Address 

Chemin des Crêts, 17 

Petit-Saconnex, 

1209 Geneva, Switzerland 

Postal address 

P.O. Box 303 

CH – 1211 Geneva 19 

Switzerland 

Contact details 

T +41 (0)22 730 42 22 

F +41 (0)22 730 42 00 

E osg@ifrc.org 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Public 

Statement of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies to the 
75th session of the World Health Assembly,  

Agenda item 14.1 
22-28 May 2022 

The IFRC welcomes the consolidated report by the World Health Organization’s Director-General on 
the follow up of the political declaration of the 3rd high-level meeting and on the preparatory process 
for the 4th high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the prevention and control of non-
communicable diseases. IFRC also congratulates WHO on developing the very much needed Draft 
implementation road map 2023–2030 for the global action plan for the prevention and control of 
noncommunicable diseases 2013–2030. 

Non-communicable diseases are now recognized as a real and growing threat to population health 
and development. A threat that has been magnified by and during emergencies such as COVID 19 
pandemic. In low and middle-income countries, a shortage of qualified health workers with the right 
mix of skills, as well as uneven geographical distribution of the health workforce is some of the key 
obstacles to comprehensive NCD prevention and control. There are many steps needed to address 
this. Among these, a key step is to recognize and better articulate the role of Community based health 
workers including volunteers in global, regional, and national NCD Prevention and Control 
frameworks.  
 
Indeed, prevention and care start at the community level, with people being better informed and 
better equipped to take care of their health. The role that volunteers and community health workers 
play in supporting prevention, and control as well as the provision of care and support for those living 
with chronic illnesses is critical. This is particularly true in fragile settings and emergencies. 
 
At any moment, The IFRC and hundreds of thousands of Red Cross and Red Crescent volunteers are 
on the ground working with communities to tackle NCDs: 

• They work with communities to increase awareness of chronic diseases, leading to earlier 
recognition, screening, effective management and follow up. 

• They bridge the gap between communities and health services, particularly in cases where 
there are health and social inequities. 

• They empower people to take charge of their own health via community engagement, 
resulting in ownership and sustainability of interventions. 

• And crucially, they promote locally appropriate solutions to health issues with tools that have 
been adapted to their respective local contexts. 

With millions of people currently affected by Covid 19, conflicts and disasters worldwide, and with 
people living with NCDs now constituting one of the most vulnerable groups to COVID 19, and other 
humanitarian crises, we call on WHO and its Member States to emphasize their role and the specific 
challenges they face and recognition and stronger emphasis to address non-communicable diseases 
in disasters, emergencies and complex settings including among people on the move at the upcoming 
4th high-level meeting, and to make tangible commitments towards supporting them. 
 
Thank you. 
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